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Foreword
In 1790, a signal station was established on South Head to alert the residents of Sydney of arriving
ships, many carrygnmuchneeded supplies for the struggling colony. In 1811, Governor Macquarie
built a substantial road from the signal station to HydekPamd nanedit South Head Road. As the
population grew over the following decades, this road became not just a thbfargto the
expanding eastern suburbs, but agi@ation in itself. Land subdivisions over muclsafry Hills and
Darlinghurst from the 1840s artle construction of a gaolocirthouse,military barracksand many
retail businessealong the roadgradually transformed South Head Road into an important
commercial high street.

In 1875 it was renamed Oxford Street, taking its London namesake as the model for the grand
Victorian High Street that now led down to the elegant buildings lining Hyde Patke end of the
nineteenth century, Oxford Street was an extremely busy place, with trams, wagons and other
vehicles competing with pedestrians and street vendors for space. The construction of Central
Station in 1906 provided the impetus to widen thajor streets in the area, beautify the

streetscape and generally modernise the city. The Sydney Council duly embarked on an ambitious
program of widening Oxford Street followed by Flinders Street.

The principal architect of these reforms was an energaisitiessman and Council Alderman from a
modest background, named Allen Taylor. He became a consummate political operator who worked
with the Sydney Council and State Government to transform the urban environment from the

colonial era to embrace modern techlogy, while guided by the principles of the City Beautiful
Movement. The major intersection of Bourke and Oxford Streets became a spacious square, and was
named in his honour in 1908.

The large and very popular tram system, for which Taylor Square magoa junction, was finally
abandoned in 1961 after a century of service, to be replaced by buses and ever more motor cars.
Many of the buildings in the square have surdve the modern era, albeit with different usese

gaol is now an art school, thmnk became a hotel and nightclub, the funeral parlour also became a
hotel, and other buildigs were rebuilt for new purposes

In the modern era, Taylor Square remains an important hub for both transport and thwitiastof
city life. The wildly populaviardi Gras paradpasses through the square eaghar,the pubs remain
as busy as ever, whithe courthouse stands as the great survivor from the early days of Oxford
{UNBSGQa RS@St2LIYSylo
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Timeline

Streets and improvements
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1790: South Head signal station was established with a bridle trail to the city.

1811: South Head Road was constedcfrom Hyde Park to the signal station
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1830s: William Street and New South Head Road were constructed.

1860-1866:Horsedrawn trams travelled between Circular Quay é@ytineyRailwayStation.

1875: Old South Hedload was renamed to Oxford Street.

1879: Steam trams commenced operation in Sydney.

1890s: The City Beautiful movement began to flourish in Sydney.

1894: Botany Road was renamed to Flinders Street.

1902: Electric trams commencegnningalong Oxford Strego Waverley.

1904: Electric lighting replaced gas lighting in Sydney.

1905: Allen Taylor was elected Lord Mayor of Sydney and embarked on civic reform.

1906: Central Station opened, prompting efforts to widen the surrounding streets.

1906-8: Campbell Seetwas extended to Flinders Street

1908: Taylor Square was named in honour of Allen Taylor.

19101914: Oxford Street north side was widened between Liverpool and Bourke Streets.
1917-1918: Flinders Street west wide was widened from Taylor Square to Dowling Street.

1978: First gay an@és$bian marchvas heldfrom Taylor Square to Hyde Park.
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Buildings
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1841: Darlighurst Gaol opened. The National Art School opened there in 1996.

1842: Darlinghurst Courthouse opened.

MynTtTY ¢KS vdzSSyQa ! Nya |1 2GSt ofl GSNJ GKS / 2 dzNI
1851: The Victoria Inn opened on South Head Road between Bourke and Flinders Streets.

1852: The Oxford Flour Mills opened at 379 Bourke Street.

1854: The Darlinghurst Watch house opened in Forbes Street.

MycnY DNROSNNRa akK2L) SaidlofAaKSR 2y GKS O2NJyS!
the Darlinghurst Fruit Market.

My T MY Wil Bdaey(l@tér the Oxford Hotel) opened.

My ThY /2002y Qa w2el t | akeahd Carmpbell StiRetBbyiiltini KS O2 NJ
1937as Belgenny Apartments

1899: The Darlinghurst Police Station replaced the Watch House.

1904: The Electric Subsitan No. 6 opened in Taylor Square north.

MpnTY aSyQa dzyRSNENRdzyR 02y @SyASyO0Sa 2LISYySR
1912: The Government Savings Bank of NSW (later the Taylor Square Hotel) opened.

1933: Charles Kinsela opened a funeral parlour (later Kinseta) Ho






Main features of Taylor Square

Figurel Taylor Square (City Building Surveyors Detail Sheets)



Unmarked features:

A¢ No. 6 Electric Substation

Bca S yuddergroundconveniences

Cc¢ FormerVictoria Inn

D¢ Darlinghurst Gaol

EcFormerDAf £ A3l yQa Laftl yR

Unnamed addresses:

379 Bourke Street Former Oxford Flour Mills
383387 Bourke Street YA ya St I Qa |1 2GSt
193-195 Oxford Street Former Darlinghurst Fruit Market



Early history

The road to South Head

In the first years of the fledgling colony of Sydney, there was intense interest in the arrival of supply
ships to replenil food, clothing and equipment. Thus waige to the inability of the early settlers to
grow, catch shoot gatheror manufactureenough for theirown needs. A signal station was

established by Captaifiater GovernorJohnHunter in 1790 on the eastern side of SouthaHeA
houseand flagstaff were mcted very close to the moder@oast Guartuildings From this site,
approaching ships could be seamd thdr impending arrival signkdd to thecolonywith flags. The

ships weremet and guided in to Farm Cove by pilots stationed in Camp Cove.

In June 1790, theignal station created tremendous excitemiemong the neastarvingresidents
of Sydney Town by conveying news of the sighting of the Second Fidat93, fires were lit for the
first time to guide in theconvict shipBellona There waslwaysa fear hat passing ships would not
find the settlement inside the harbour and sail straight past

Figure2 South Head signal station ih935 (National Library of Australia)

The signal station was expanded over time, and in 8&8ernor LachlaMacquarie instructedhe
architectFrancis Greenwatp construct a lighthouseThe station remaineah use until the Maritime
ServiceBoardmoved its operations to Millers Poiitt 1992 making it theD 2 dzy lbigBserving
establishment to be used for the same purpasece European settlemehtOriginally, the signal
station was supplied by boat, batbridle path was soon created South Head, mainlipr riders on
horsebackfollowing thehighest points of land to the south of the Harbour

In 1811 ,Governor Macquarie ordered the construction ofn@re substantiatoadfrom the corner
of Hyde Park t&outh Head, which was named South Head Raadkarlier attempt in 1806 by the
surgeon John Harrite build a road fifteen feet wide failed over disputes about costs and bad



workmanship. Macquariavoided these problems by tidtinga public subscription to raise funds
and using troops from his own #Regimento do the work Butthe former Commissareneral
John Palmerefused to allow any access across his land at Woolloomoalgpd® Macquarie was
forced to begin the road at the soutastern corner of the newlproclaimed Hyde Park and skirt
FNRPdzyR tlfYSNRaE fFyR®

The main advantage of the new road what it allowed wagongo carry heavier supplies to and

from the signal stabn. A notableeaturefor the timewas that it was financed by the public with a
toll for its use. This became a common model for financing major roads as the colony developed,
such as the Parramattand Windsorturnpike roads.

In 1827, construction began ondza 6 & Qan undetgkdBnd tunnel that carriefleshwater from
Cenennial Pak to Hyde ParkA new water sourcavas neededy the 1820safter the Tank Stream
had become polluted, and watérad to belaboriouslycarted to the town from the Lachlan Swamps
in presentday Centennial Park. The Tank Streamtoathe harbourbetween Pitt and George
Streets and washamed after the water tanks dug ito the sides to store water in dry seasdns

Figure3 Busby's Bore cairn, Centennial Park

English agineer and surveyor John Busligs engagedtb find a new supply dresh water forthe

growing colony The Lachlanv&mps remainedhe best option, and his fitplan was to pump the

water uphill through a pipgo South Head Roaahdthenin to the city. This was reasonably cheap to

build but expenive to operate and matain. Howevera careful survey of the proposed route

showed presumablyto the surpriseof all) that the destination irHyde Park was about half a metre
below the source il KS { 61 YLIA® . dzaoeQa aSO2yR LI IYy>X yR (K¢
to digatunnel almost fourkilometres long, starting at the Hyde Park etiten passing under South

Head Road to Dowling Street where it turngolth-west andmeandered its way tthe presentday



corner of Cook and Lang&ls. From thipoint an open channel wagug to allowwater to flow
under gravityfrom the nearest lakéo the boreand thenceo the town.

This option was very expensito build and tooken yearsfor unqualified and unwilling convicts
complete, although watebegan to flow byl830 via underground springsd other water sources
that were tapped alonghe way. However, its advantage was thatdst nothing to operate and
hardly anything to maintaih The British Army took advantagéthe Bore in the 1840s to fix the site
of the newVictoria Barrackso that two of the wellsabovethe Bore were insie the walls of the
barracks, provithg the militarywith an independent water supply.

In the 1830sWilliam Street and New South Head Road were constditct servicethe settlements

and villaghat were springing up along the southern shore of Sydney Harbour. This diverted some of

the trafficfrom South Head Road, whitihen becameknown as the Old South Head Roadlith the

carve up of the largRiley Esmte in 1844 Crown and Bourke Streetalreadycoming up from
Woolloomooloowere extendel across Old South Head Road to become major thoroughfares
through Surry Hillsand beyond 2 G I y& w2l R 6y2¢ Cf AYRSIB&mgpi NESG0O A
running north from Dowling Street about halfway to t&¢d South Head Roaahd Bourke Street

intersectiof® 2 2 2 f 02 (i (11854 CiRy of/SydheMina Shbthst by thenBotany Road

stretched south from thigntersection across Dowling Street and into Sydney Confitiba present

day Anzac Parade running through Moore Park).

A splendid High Street

The 1840s sa®ld South Head Roddegin tochange from a thoroughfare tparts beyondo a
destination in itself Three major institutions constructed at this time were the miators inthis:
Darlinghurst Gaglopened in 1841, thiarge Courthouse next door whiclpened the followingear,
and Victoria Barracks in Paddington, completed848.Thelong economic boom trigged by the
gold rushesf the early 1850¢urned the Old South Head Road into an impressive high stre¢he
second halbf the nineteenth century. In thera before refrigeration, people shoppéar fresh food
locally and frequently, and the steady subdivisiothaf Riley Estate land increased the population
of Surry Hills and Darlinghurst, resultingdid South Head Road being filledtivemall shops to
meet the demandBy 185859 there were eighhotels operating in the short stretch betwadRiley
Street and the Gurthouseto refresh the thirsty workers (and shoppers)

As the Old South Head Road grew in commercial importance, the local businessmen thought that the
name itwas giverto distinguishit from New South Head Roadddhot feel right forthe grandHigh

Sreet that leddown to the elegant houses lining the greenness of Hyde Rarkby the hairdresser

and wigmaker Charles Wizgehgey looked aroundor a new name thareflected modernity and

style. Wizgellvas one of the succeagfentrepreneurs of the era, anlgy 1870ran a hairdressing

salonand Turkish bathsn the busy sectionf the streetbetween Crown and Bourke Stre&t®xford

Street in bndon was chosen as the epitond# a splendid Victorian High Street, and the name

change was gazetteid 1875 after being in common use for some yea#s development spread
eastwards, the name was gradually extended to itsenirlimit at Bondi Junction.

In 1893, local residents petitioned Sydney Municipal Council for Botany Road to be renamed Flinders
Street, to reflect its development from a thoroughfare leading to Botany Bay into a residential and
commercial street The rw name was in use by 1894

10
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Figure4 Oxford and Bourke $eetsintersection, 1875 (SLNSW)

The tram system

In 1861, horsedrawn tramsbegan to travel along Pitt Streetpnnecting the @ Sydney Rilway
Station(north of presentday Redfern stationand Circular Quayrhey were not popular, as priority
was given to hauling railwdyeight along a raised rail whidtamagedwagonsthat tried to cross it.
Passenger traffiwas onlyan afterthought.Lobbying by competing omnibus eqators and
pedestrianinjuriesresulted inthe lineclosingin 1866.

Figure5 Horsedrawn tram, Pitt Street 1865 (National Archives)

It was not until thel879Sydney International Exhibitian the Domain that trams weragain
attemptedin Sydney. By then they were steggoweredand much faster than theld horsedrawn
models. Wile the Government originallgrought inthe tramsfor useduring the Exhibitionthey
were a great success, and the service was retaiffdtk next yearthe Government passed the

11



Tramways Extension At880whichsaw the tramnetwork expand to the suburbs frothe 1880s
and beyond.

% //////// % //7///” ’/)//4'/ VioiEs C (A/«)/,////.//

Figure6 Steam tram, 1884 (alamy.com.au)

Taylor Square soon became a major tram junctioril880, he section of the La Perouse line
throughTaylor Sque and Flinders Street opened as farAdison Road. The Maroubra line
branched off this line ahe intersection ofAnzac Parade and Maroubra Robad1884, a line was
openedto North Bondi via Oxford Street afbndi JunctionThe Maroubra line was extended to La
Perouse in 1902.

In 1902,a new generation oflectric tramscommencedperationsalong Oxford Street to Waverley,
then to Bronte in 1911In 1904, he No. 6ElectricSubstation was opened in Taylor Square nprth
supplying increasedower for the Oxford Street tramsElectric trams ran to La Perouse from 1905.
In 1907, he Victoria Innrvas demolished and Campbell Streesextended to Flinders &tet,
allowing a tran line to be laicalong Campbell Streeindthen along Goulburn Streét the city".

For a long time, therams were a great success, ahe Sydney tramway system wasdtthamgest in

the British Empirafter[ 2y R2y Qa > FyR gl a I O %Syenthy The dxienside 2 F G K
network created many new suburbs and helped Sydney become a modern city. By 1922, the

tramway network had reached its maximum size, with ng&00 kilometres of trackxgending to

the edges of Sydneyo La Perouse, Narrabeen, Parramatta and SutherlAsdhe network

expanded, leisure destinations became more accessible, such as the harbour and ocean beaches.

Special events such as the RoyadtEBr Show attracted thousands of patramg tram

12



Figure7 Trams during ush hourin Taylor Square, 1948 (City of Sydney Archives)

However, by the middle of the twentieth century, trams had come to symbolise a bygone era and

were se@ as a sentimental anachresm in the new age of speed, g8 demise was inevitable.

Accidents involving workers, commuters and pedestrians were frequent as trams fought for space

2y {@RySeQa yI NNRBg [ ydenudytrarBsShai S&kroadl withBrSoieasthg . @ Y A F
number of cars. The automobilebby, led by arenergetic NRMAsuccessfully persuaded theein

South WalesGovernment that cars anduses were theransport of thefuture. In 1953 theMinister

for TransportErrestWetherell announced that no more trams would be built, and that buses

would replace all existing trams servites

The tram services were systematicallgsed dowrthrough the 1950soften by workmen quickly
removing the overhead wing the same nighasatram finished thdastrun on a particular line.
Photographs of Taylor Square in 1960 show that tramlines still ran along Oxford Street and Flinders
Street, but that the Campbell Street track had already besnoved?. The La Perouskne was the

last to close irFebruaryl961.

Sir Allen Taylo r

Allen ArthurBatewas born in Wagga Wagga in 1864 to fathehnand mother Martha JaneFrom

GKS 113S 2F GoSt @3S KS g2NJ SR Fa | NIAtglL& dayALILISN
where he worked with railway contractgravhile attending night schod! In 1886 while working as

a clerk, hanarried Adela Marglliot (1865 1924), daughter of a coachbuilder, and had one'3on

He became a contractor and built uaccessfubusiness in timber supply and shippithgApril

1892 his mother marriethe contractorHenry Taylo'®. Alen Bate changed his famiya & dzNy/ | YS (i 2
Taylor soon after thidn July, 1892 his mother died a¢tershant’, andfrom this timehe was

always knowrasAllen Taylor

In 1895 he was elected to the Annandale Municipal Codfidiecoming Mayor in 1897 to 1900 and
1901 to 1903. He remained on the Council until 199& founded e firm of Allen Taylor and Co
which in 1901 supplietimber for the Culcairn to Germantongw Holbrook) railwa¥. In 1902 he
was elected to the Sydney Municipal Council (whiléatithe Annandale Council) atvécame Lord
Mayorfrom 1905to 1906%°.

13



In 1905, as Lord Mayor, he embarked on an ambitious program of civic reform, using new pbwers o
revenueraisingthat he had persuadethe StateGovernmento grant the CouncilOver the

following decade, he was the driving force representing the interests of local businesses to the
SydneyCouncil and State Goranent. Hedisplayed outstandingpolitical skills irguiding through

the great urban projects of the daguch aslum dearance around Wexford Stregt 19089 to

create Wentworth Avenue, the widening of Oxford Street to ease traffic and upgrade tram
infrastructure, and the cre@n of the square that was named in his honour in 1908

Figure8 Sir Allen Taylor (Sydney's Aldermevebsite)

He was knightedn 1911for his serviceso the city,on the occasion of the coronation King George

V. He resigned as Lord Maytre next yeadue to the strains of office. He was given a life
appointment to the New Sab Wales Legislative Council, and ther1 883 he was elected as a
member after the abolition of life membership. widower, h 1926, he married a walv Linda

Turner HawkesHe died in 1940 at his home in Lang Road, Centennial Park, survived by his second
wife and son.During his life, he achieved a spectacular rise to wealth and influence for someone
who started as a railway workevith little formal education Taylor Squarewes more to him than
anyone elsdor its development ashe first major traffc and comrercial hub in Sydney.

14
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Modernising the streets

The City Beautiful Movement

This movementvas a reform philosophy of architecture and urban planning that originated in North
America in the 1890snd flourished in the early 1900s. Its aim was to introduce beautification and
monumental grandeur to citiesdt promoted beauty, partly fort$ own sake, but to inyove moral

and civic virtue among urban populations. The movement was originally assbeiaiteurban

design inChicago, Cleveland, Detroit and Washington DC. Proponents of the movement believed
that it would encourage a harmonious social order that would increase the quality of life. But critics
complained that it was overly concerned withstieetics and did little to achieve social reform.

Figure9 Chicago, 1893 (Wikimedia)

Both European and North American cities provided models for the Australian City Beautiful
Movement. A combination of factors around 1900 influenced the movement here: it was thought
that Australia, as a relatively newly settled country, had wasted an dppiby to design cities
comprehensively and aesthetically. They were seen as lacking beauty and civic pride. A lack of
architectural features and extensive stresdvertising were seen as problewith our built
environment Butin Australiathe idea of Gy Beautiful was taken to mean that the beautification of
a city must also be functional. Improvements should have a proven economic value.

Walter BurleyGriffin incorporaed City Beautiful principgeintohis 192 design of Canberrdle was

influenced by Washington DC, with grand axes and vistas and a strong central focal lpeint.

architectJohn Sulma1849m cpon 0 g & ! dza (0 NI f Athe@dverheBtWRenthad LINE L2 Y
remodeling of Oxford Street was touted frob907, there was widespread support for basing the

new design on City Beafutl principles. A spate of newspaper pieeesl editorials supported this

idea, including a series of four articles®yJohn Sulman.

In 1908, he newy-electedState Government appointed a Royal Commission for the Improvement

of Sydney and its Suburlds review theproposedremodeling and otherprojects.Sulman

presented a plan that imaginea splendidvision forthe city, with wide boulevards lined with large
+AOUZ2NALY oO0dzAf RAY3asxs YdzOK fA1S [ 2omyanhida wS3ISyd ({
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widening of Oxford Street, but includedgaeway at Hyde Parkimilar to Oxford CircugArailway

line would run under Oxford Street to the eastern suburbs with a station at Taylor Sqlilaee.
squareitselfwould be remaleled to include the station ia semicircular space with fountains and a
large arch fronting onto Oxford Street.

Figurel0 Canberra from Munt Ainslie (Wikipedia)

Another proposal to the Commission by the Labor politician Jack Fitzgeesdor the removal of

the Darlinghurst Gaglong regardedby localgentryasablot on the landscape, and theQGrthouse

to be replaced by public service buildingsere was warm approval fonéseambitiousproposals,

FYR 6KAES Ylye 2F (KS /2YYAaaArzyQa NBOP&EYYSYRI GA2
Taylor Square was quietly shelved for lack of finance and politicaDegpite this, the idea of urban
beautificationhad taken holdand when the precincaround Taylor Square was remadelé over the

next decade, there was an emphasis for the first timmesuch inclusions as wider streets lined with

trees, drinking fountains, public toiletndscaped parks armideclutteredstreetscape™.

17



Campbell Street extension (1906 -1908)

The first street remodelling project in the area was to extendttyeof Campbell Stredb Flinders
Street, to reduce the heavy traffic in Oxford Street. In February 1906, thee$ydimnicipal Council
approved the project. It would involve the resumption of a triangular piece of land bounded by
Bourke Street, Flinders Street and Redgate Eafdis lane is marked, but not named, on
contemporary maps, and corresponds to the locatidpresentday Patterson Larfé

Figurel2 Campbell Steet extendedwith tramline, 1938 (COS Archives)

18



The Victoria Inn wasesumedanddemolished in 1907, but completion of the project was delayed

until 1908 by a drawsout compensation claim from one of the building owrféré\fter the

extension was finished, a tramline was laid, to run down Campbell Street and Goulburn Street to the
new Central Statiof.

Oxford Street widening (1911 -1914)

Oxford Streetvas originally laid out to be sixgix feet wide. By the start of the twentieth century, it

gla tAYSR 2y 020K aARS& o0& NRga 2F AK2bkhHe Lldza:z
Dowling Street corner. Wvas a busy place, filled with trams, wagons and carts of every shape and

size, and even a few motor cars. Sbavheeled vehiclesompeted withmany pedestrians and

street vendors for the available space.

The worst congestion of all was at the large intetgmn with Bourkeand Flinders Streetxford
Street brought traffic from the city, Bourke Street carried good$rom the Woolloomooloo docks
and Flinders Street channelled much of this traffic to the expanding easternoaitiatsastern
suburbg®.
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Figurel3 Oxford Steet from Hyde Park, 1892 (COS Archives)

When Central Statn was being planned at the beginniofithe twentieth century, civic

administrators were turning their minds to ways of beifying the city, partly with an eye to

conveying an increased number of rail passenfrens the stationto the eastern suburbs. Sydney

had grown organically through the nineteenth century with no real thought given to how its road
network would cope witlgreatly increased traffic in the following century. As part of a wider plan

to realign many of the major streets and beautify the urban environment, the architect John Barlow
produced a plan in 1904 for the widening of Oxford Strédtiallyto ninety feet.

19



He thought that the north side of the street was theore feasible for demolition, asié buildings on
that side were less substantial, and it had lagged behind in caciadectivity. In his scheme, the
widened street would become a boulevard runnihgwn to an intersection with eeplacement for
Wexford Street, also ninety feet wide, which woiuhdurn run to Central Station (this eventually
became Wentworth Avenue).aBlow alsosuggested that streetvidening should continue as far as
Centennial Park.

Despite the general enthusiasm for urban improvement, the Sydney Municipal Council had very
limited legal powers to carry out shavork if it involved demolitiomf existng properties and
infrastructure. he New South Wales Government had givba Sydney Council some powers for
minor street realignmenin 190Q but they were insufficient for the largecale projects imagined by
Barlow andencouraged byocal businessmerHowever, a white knight appeared in the form of
Allen Taylorbusinessman, Sydney Council Alderman and highly effective political operator. As
Sydney Lord Mayor in 1905, he secured greater powers of resumption for the Couhchevit
Sydney Corporation (Amendment) Act 1905

The City Surveyor, William Gordairew up plans in 1907 for a widening of Oxford Street, but now
extending it to 100 fet, with substantial regrading of the cross streets coming up from East Sydney.
Sydney Council took the decision in May 1909 to resume the entire north side of the street between
Liverpool and Bourke Streets, and the City Surveyor then developed detkitesifpr the work. The
project would becarried out in five stages between 1910 atil4. The Sydney Council resuine

each block of land and then pasédmpensation to the owners based on an independent commercial
valuation. After this, tenders were calledrfdemolition,from which the tenderers could sell or

salvage the materials for reuse.

In some cases, the Council erected its own buildings on the cleared sites, for example the whole
block between Crown and Palmer Streets. The Council retained owneffshigse buildings. In the
case of the pubs, the details of the replacements were worked out with the original owners or
licensees (see the section on the Oxford Hotel for an example of this). In other cases, loag lease
were auctioned, on the conditiothat new buildings had to beonstructed within two years, with
ground floor shop frontsind height limitations.

The result of thisemodellingwork was that the whole north side of Oxford Street up to Bourke
Street became a continuous stretch of Federatgiyle commercial buildings. Almost &k

buildings had basemés (not difficultto include as the land fell away towards the rear of the
buildings) and were wider than the older Victorian commercial buildings across the road. In 1914,
when most of the work was done, the Courdzkluttered the south side of the street by widening
the footpath sixteen feet and orderinthat all support posts be removed from awningsuchto the
annoyance of the businessmen on thatesigvho had already endurddur years of major

disruption)

Despitethe years ohard work by Sydney Counchere was widespreacriticism fromall sides, and

by 1918 the Aldermen werthinking that the exercise hatbt beena success. The main problem

was that the Council had required the new buildings to be at a higher standard (with
correspondingly higher rents) than shopkeep&rould have erected had they beeloaved to build
what suited their businesse#any buildings were still vacant, and the situation was made worse by
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an economic downturn in # aftermath of World War, lin whicha whole generation hdibeen
lost®.

Flinders Street widening (1917 -1919)

The final urban beautification project in the Taylor Square area was the widening of the western side

of Flinders Streefirom Taylor Square to beyond Dowling Street amd Randwick Road (now Anzac

Parade). The Sydney Council first presented plangisin February 190Y. The Oxford Street

widening wasalsobeing planned at the same time, and the Lord Mayor admitted that the Flinders

Street widening was not as urgergnd he would concentrate on Oxford Street for the time b&ing

However, the Mayor did recommend that the propettybe resumed should be acquirédrthwith

at areasonable rate, becauseK S LINR LISNIi & @I f dzS&a ¢2dzZ R Km&@S 3INBI (
and the cost of resumption would then be prohibiti¢e

PLAN SHOWESH TEE PRGPOSAT FOR THY WIDENING 01 FLY ERERSSTRPUT RY REESOMING A STRLL 34 LEET WINE 70 MOORE TARK,

Figurel4 Flinders Steetwidening plan The Daily Telegraphl9 February 1909)

The resumption scheme for Flinders Street was finally approved by Sydney CouncillialNlayhe

al@2N) arAR GKIFId KS GK2LISR (2 YIS CftAYRSNA { GNBS
0KS adzodaNbaé¢d |'S faz2 alAR Al dao2dzd R O2YyaARSNIOE
Cricket Grouné™. However, the project went into abeyance until after the Oxford Street widening
project was completed. y al @& mMpmTI (GKS /2dzyOAf Qa 22Nja /2YYA
street widening project be postponed until after the War, although a number of Aldarwanted

to get it started”. The Council Finance Committee recommended that resumed land in Flinders

Street be solds freehold and not leasehold, as it was aftez Oxford Street widenirg.

The wdening was finally underway by Augustl¥9 when numeros advertisements appeared for

the sale of building materials, for example 50,000 sandstock bricks and other materials from 49 and

51 Flinders Streét. The demolition of the grand threstorey building at 55 Flinders Street

(accommodating John L.Es@d@ LAl y2 41 NBK2dza S | y R ) résyitéan ¢ 20 OO
100,000 machine bricks for s3leThe first subdivision of the redrawn building lots, between

t I 0GSNR2Y QA& Steét,yWwasadveyided if GeceRi1917. The land wiasbe auctiored as

freeholdlots, and successful bidders were required to stump up a deposit of 25%, followed by three

equal halfyearly payments at 5% to pay off their purchaSes

Probably the two masprominent buildings affected by the widening were the Flinders Hartethe

O2NYySNI 2F I Aff {GNBSO I.yhRuly{l97, thd ConkilBdlle dor ténBedgNIO K 2 F
to demolish ad re-erect the hotef’. The twestorey eleverroom hotef* was replaced in 1918 by a

larger threestorey fifteenroom building owned by Tooth and Company Pty f2tths shown by the
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year of construction on the corner of the parapetirs Mary Clements remained the licensee of the
new hotel.

Figurel6 Flinders Hotel, 2013

{ G a A Gliurclbviafdesigned by EdmuBlacket in 1854, and constructed of sandstone in the

Gothic Revival style. Tleurchbuilding survived the street widening almoastact, apart from

rebuildingthe chancel to shift the eastr line back about 4.7 metres. During the work, the main

foundations on Flinders Street were exposed, and after heavy rain displaced some cement around

2yS LI NIAOdz I NJ al2ySs AG ¢6+a tAFGESR dz2LJ ' yR Of Sl vy
Septer 6 SNJ H P My pork svas campleted, Ndis floénSatidslock was rdaid by

Archbishop JohiVright with the additional inscription:

G¢KAA & Haigbg thesMost Ré&Nd&end John Charles Wright, DD, Archbishop of
Sydney, December 8 1917, to mark the rebuilding of the chancel, owing to the widening of
GKS ai0NBSi¢o

The foundation stone is of polished Bowral trachydad at the rdaying ceremony, the Archbishop
sad that the original stone lhmysteriouslybeen laid on its face and covered‘dp
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Figurel7 St Michael's Church of England, 1871 (SLNSW)

The final demolition of the resumed buildingsFlinders Streeibok place in May 1918 when
materials fromnumbers119 to 127 were advertiséd Number 127 is on the corner of Dowling

Streef®.

FLINDERS STREET SUBDIVISION
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Figurel8 Flinders Steet First Subdivision, 1917 (COS Archives)
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The second and final auctiaif subdivided freehold lots, between Short Street ahd Dowling

{UNBSG AYOGSNBESOUOAZ2Y OFLI NI FNRY (KS CtAYRSNE | 24
1919. A number of resumed lots in Hutchison Street were included. By this time, AlbionHsireet

been extendedrom its termination at Durham Hathroughto Flinders Stredf.¢ KS / A G & / 2 dzy OA
condition of sale was that no factory or store buildings would be allowed facing Flinders Street, and

no residences facing Hutchison StfEet

CEITY COUNCIL FREENOILED

{ halfyearly paymen
Lwith |nIErestaf5Zpa ,

%‘”‘%;
uie) Tobe sold by Public Auction af e Rooms <= “TERMS -
Ed o . P“ St Sy[]ﬂey ,ﬁngfﬂﬂm

Figurel9 Flinders Steet SecondSubdivision, 1919 (COS Archives)

{ I y ®ydr@pirectoriesshowthat from 1919 a few businesses were operating in new buildings
just south of Taylor Square. More buildings were erected over the nexyéans, and by 1924 the
wegern side of Flinders Street seemed to eck to normal, with a wideariety of tradespeople,
including adressmaker, butcher, tobacconist, billiard saloon, grocer, the Flinders Motor Seamite
to the south of Albion Street a large Commonwealth Bhokding at number 887 (lots 31 to 39 in
the 1919 subivision}®.
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The buildings

Darlinghurst Gaol
Addressforbes Street, trdered byBurton Street andDarlinghurstRoad

The gaol on the hill

The original Sydney Gaaln the corner of George and Essex Streets, was a log building ordered by
Governor Johidunter in 1796, not for transported convicts, but for offenders within the colony.
Free landholders were required to supply the materitds logs per settler, or twenty from large
properties. The response was so enthusiastic that the carpenters wendaed with logdaster

than they coulduse them Whenthe gaolopened in 1797, psoners were confined before and after
trial, andpublic hangings outside its walls wasemmonplace, attracting a boisteroasowd.
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BIRD'S-EVE VIEW OF THE GAO!.

Figure20 Darlinghurst Gaol, 1864dl{ustrated Sydney Newsl866)

Thenew gaol was burned down the year it was opened by unknown arsonists, and was rebuilt by
convict labour in more substantial (and less flammable) sandstantehB placewas soon plagued

by prablems with security, sanitation and ekcrowding. By the 1830s, thagl, which wasclose to

the expanding residential and commercial heart of the colony, was considered a terrible eyesore
with shocking conditions for the prisoners. In 1836, a Select Cteemecommended to Governor
SirRichardBourke that the stogstart Darlinghurst Gagbrojectbe completed as soon as possible

The walls of thgoroposed gaobn Darlinghurst Hithad beererectedin 1821, but further

construction staked in 1824due to lack of funddn 1836, durther £35,000 was voted by the

LegislativeCouncil to complete the building. Mortimer Levilsa 2 NA AA Yyl f RS&aA3Iya 6 SN
by George Barnewho arrived that year to complete the project. Barney incorporated modern ideas

of the British Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipliviech advoated that optimal prison
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conditions were necessary for prisoner reform. He also used Jeremy BeQthgelshaped
panopticon building design that allowed central surveillance by a single guard.

The gaol was built by a combinatiohconvicts, tickebf-leave tradesmen and other workers. It was
constructed wholly of sandstoneith extremely good workmanship. Still visible outsile
Darlinghurst Road wall atbe carved markings which represerttthe daily work targets for the
stone masonsA tall circular chapel is located in the middle of the site, around which the six
rectangular cellblocks radiate outwardghegaol opened in 184ivhile still unfinished Construction
was finally completed in 188%

Figure21 Darlinghurst Gol wall markings

In its day, the gaolmpvided accommodation at H{er largelyHen a | 2 S pléaduteidr some

notable prisonersThe writerHenry Lawsoihada number of stretchethere for drunkenness and

non-payment of alimonycalling ith { G F NJDA Yy 3KdzNE (G DI 2t £LomsdsSolligs2 G KS Y S
the supposedserialhusbandpoisoner was the last woman hanged there in 1889 Sy NBE h QCl NNB f
the Irishman whdried to assassinate the Duke of EdinbuighL868, was hanged for hiouble,

despite evidence of insanity and the intervention of the Dukadelf. In addition, a virtu&l K 2 Q a

Whoofthe{ (I G4 SQa Gz tmeinyieySoNErank Gardinedohn VangAndrew George

Scott (Captain Moonlife Thomas and JoHBlarke and John DunrMany of these miscreants were

members of Ben HAIQ & 3 | yepanhynuziHallinksed out on the hospitality at Darlinghurst

after he wasshotby police in 1865.

Executions were usually conducted publicly on a makeshift gallowsytsitie the in gate in Forbes
Street, but others were conducted more privately on arpanent gallows just inside the walls of the
Darlinghurst Road and Burton Street corner. The last execatitime gaolwas of the murderer
Nicholas Baxtein 1907.The gaol closed in 1914 whére Long Bayenitentiaryopened, after
whichlrish, Turkishand Gernan nationds were interned in the oldells during World Wart.

The National Art School
The Sydney Technical Collegas formed in 1883 from an existing college by the government Board
of Technical Educatiohe Department of Awithin the Sydney Technical College was relocated to
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the old DarlinghursGaol in 1922 and the National Art Schaais born. A period of upheaval from
1974 saw the Division of Fine Anbve in 1975 to a new institution that evolved into the College of
Fine Arts in Paddingn (now called Wiversity ofNew South WalesArt and Desigh This left a
diminished School of Art and Design in the old gaol site, offering only short certificate cd@uses.
the visual arts program was gradually rebuiltdadicatedstaff and friends of the school.

In 1996, the National Art School became independeAfKtertiary andfurther education)and
began to offer degree and postgraduate coursa2009, the School was finally released from the
umbrella of the Department of Education and Trainiodgpecome a fully independent higher
education facility.

PHOTO: The old women's cells was turned into the Cell Block Theatre for the National Art School in 1959
702 ABC 8ydney: Amanda Hoh}

Figure22 Cell Block Theatre (ABC website)

The Cell Block Theatr® nowa part of the complex. There had begmerest in the 1950s to convert

part of the old gaol into a theatre, and thigmined momentum when Katherine Hepbuand Robert
Helpmanrvisited the Cell Block to announce the projebtie venue has flourished as a home to

avantgarde arts, hosting Ravi Shankad ayouthful John BellSince the 1980s, the theatre has

ASNDSR Fa | @SydzS F2NJ GKS !' NI {OK22fQa F2NXIf 3t
works?,

Darlinghurst Courthouse
Address: 138 Oxford Street.

When Sir RicharBourke arrivedas Governom 1831, he instructed the Colonial Architect Ambrose
Hallen to design a new courthougext to the proposed Darlinghurst Gadlhis would locate the
court close to the prisoners and far from the existing courtsown, which had become
overcrowded and a magnet for a rowdy crowd of spectators looking for free entertainment.

But before constructiotbegan Mortimer Lews arrived as the new Colonial Architect, and in a move
thatwasi @ LA Ol f 2F (GKS GAYST KS G2aaSR 2dzi 11 ffSyQa
Construction commenced in 183Buring construction,hie buildingwas used for community events
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and church services, and opened for hearings in 1842 while still unfinished. It was completed i
1844. The court was to be operatadconjunction with the adjacent gaol, to which it was connected
by an underground tunnel.

Fgure23 Darlinghurst Courthouse (sydnegity.blogspotcom)

[ S6AaQa SteSialbyildingbtiNdassical pediment and pillavgas visible for miles

around. Thgrominentsandstone edifice became the template fmyurthouse design through New

South Was until the end of the century. While convicts dug the foundations, most of the

construction was carried out by private contractors, marking a change from the cdmitt

structures of the past. The Courthouse ansurrounds were fenced off in 1849 to keep out the

YIye yAYlFfa NRFIYAYy3 {@RySeQa a&88MBESIgnsdyIJdmeskRS LI A
Barnetf”.

The High Court of Australieeldits Sydney sittings in the Darlinghurst Courthouse from 1903. The
High Court is a Federal Supreme Court that was established in 1901 by Section 71 of the
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Aglthough the first Bench of three judges was not
appointed until the passage of thiidiciary Acin 1903. The roles of the High Court are to interpret
and apply Australian law, decide certain cases of national significance including constitutional
challenges, and hear appeals from other Australian courts.

The High Courhaed facilities with other courtst Darlinghurstuntil separaterooms were provided
in 1923. A permanertiigh Courbuilding was finally opened on the banks of Lake Burley Griffin in
Canberra in 1980. TheDarlinghurstCourthouse remains in use today, maifdy sittings of the
Supreme Court of New South Wales

Courthouse Hotel
Address: 189 Oxford Street, on the corner of Bourke Street.

In April 1847, Thomas Humdlison, thelice SS 2 F (G KS vidSobtlyHead Rbadya Ly y
transferred the licence to a new builditfgn the corner of Bourke Street and Sotfead Road. The
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licensee advertisd his pubwith an eye tathe nearby courthouse by providiragdailyluncheon for
GoAlGySaasSas 2 dINE V& hthd agePoReiniMap M8E8and his wife Jatook over
the licencé®.

In 1882, William Kellgurchased the hotel, and the adjacemio-storey building at 377 Bourke

Streef®. The next yearC F. Strattontook over the licenc®, having previously been the licensee of

{ OGN GG2Yy QaA yClay2AVE BAzNI2{GINB S Gz 222f f I KNI © ¢KS ySE
1 2GSt G2 { iGN U inassesrattahltranafdrred the BcénBefto Lucy E¥swho

renamed the lotel to the Court House Hotélater the Courthouse HoteBy 1889°,

O

s 5 S

Figure24 Courthouse Hotel (Wikimedia)

William Kelly died in June 1899and his widow Mary Anbecame the owneuntil her death in

1922°. In 1914, the hotel was expanded from 13 to 17 rooms by incorporating 377 Bourke Street
into the hotef®. Between 1922 and 1924, the large brewing company Tooth & Co. purchased the
hotel from Mary Ann Kelly and eapded it to 20 roomS.

In 1930, Percy C Watermaecame thdicensee, and Tooth & Caemodelledthe hotel in the

Interwar Free Classical Stflegreatly increasing its size from three stor@<0 rooms to four

stories of 28 rooms. The building at 377 Bourke Street was demolished and became part of the new
hotel®. The hotel still provides accommaiibn on the third level, with nineooms availabl€.

30



Former Victoria Inn
Address: 191 Bourkerset.

David McMakiroperated anearlier Victoria Inron South Head Road near Glenmore Road from
about 184581 whereJamedvicNeeswasthe licensee from 1849, The licencevas transferred to
Jeremiah Healein September 1850. In March 1851Healey transferred the licence and the name
to a new building aTaylor Squaré. Sydney Council photographs in 1907, prior to demolition, show
that it was an imposing triangular edifice fronting South Head Road

Figure25 Victoria Inn/Hotel, 1907(COS Archives)

In July 1907, the Victoria Inn was resumed by the Sydney Council and demolished as part of the
extension ofCampbell Streeto Flinders Streéf. Some trams travelling towards the city along
Flinders Street then ran down Campbell Street instead of Oxford Strbistcreated a large open
space on the south side of the interg®mn of Oxford, Bourke and Finders Streets for the first time,
andin 1908it was named Taylor Square by the Sydney Cdlincil

Oxford Hotel
Address: 134 Oxfor8treet, on the corner of Bourke Street.

In 1859, the Cottage of Content Hbtvas opened by Edward Johnstan160 South Head Ro%d

The hotel closed in 1871, and in Octobéthatyearhe openedW2 Ky a (i 2 y Qatw&doofsh £ & | 2 (0 §
away at 164 South Head Rqawh the corner of Bourke Streét Theformer hotel atnumber160

became a steam bedding factory by 18%7%ike his fellow licensee across the road, Mr. Jobms

saw the commercial gential of the Darlinghurst Coutby enticingiurymen and court workersito

his establishmefit.

In April 1884the new licensee James Ryamangedhe K 2 (i $F ¥8 (2 wel y*Qla CI YAf &
1903, anotter licensee, Arthur Millerchanged the name to the Midland hotgland thenagainby
John McCluskip the Oxford Hotel in about905™. In September 1907, John McCluglansferred
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the licenceto Theodore Trautweift. In 1909, the building was resumed by t8gdneyCouncil and
demolished as part of the Oxfordr&et wideningproject®.

In 1910, thdicence was transferred from Theodore Trautwtrhis brother Williarfi’. Theodore

thendo SOl YS G KS f A OS yKinSdhd HAtFStretthiTheMomnil lebs2ditiEBourke

Street corner sitéwhich wasslightly differentto the original siteYo William Trautwein in January

1911 for thirty years, on the condition that he erected a substantial building at a cost of not less than
£4,500°. In 1913 a new hotel was constructed in the Federati@eBtyle to a design by Eyndsay
Thompsor”.

Figure27 Oxford Hotel(oxfordhotel.com.au)
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Pubsand bankswere treated differently from otker resumed buildings in this projectfter

resumption and demolition of the buildingjostallotments were auctioned by th€ity Council on

long leases, and the nel@sseehad toerectabuilding at their own exgnse (in many cases using

the compensatiorawarded fromthe resumption of their former building on the street). But the
hotels (and banks) were usually rebuilt by the original ownE&ng bespoke tailors Zink and Spns
who had been operating shopat 112 Oxford Beet sincel895, found themselves homeless in 1911
after the resumption of their building. The founder GastavZifsksoonbought a fiftyyear lease
further down the roadat 56 Oxfod Streetand erected a foustorey building, from which they
operate today".

TAILGR £ CLOTHIER, <2 ce il
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Figure28 Zink and Sons original site, 1910 (COS Archives)

In 1960, the Council sold the hotel to the company Hopetoun Ptyllitdng the mid1970s, itwas

the venue for innovative bands, includinge pioneering punk rock grouRadio Birdmanwho

christened the hotel The Funhou¥eFrom the mid1980s, theupplld (62 t S@Sf & K2aid SR
Barx O2YYSY2N}XGAy3d GKS GAYS 6KSy ¢ .gles bflerfalj dz2 NB 6 | ¢
major renovation in 2004, the first flodrecame the Supper CIfiA & Yy 2 ¢ , DNew BHo&kNI a

style cocktail bar), and the second floor is the Polo Loingd o6 NJ NBYA YR a0Syid 2F D

Darlinghurst Police Station
Address: Intersection of Bourke and Forbes Streets.

In 1853, the members of theNew SouthWValesLegislative Councitere alerted tol KS G RA & IANJ OS F «
aitkridsSe 27 (KS 02t 2whiehOnay hal@rfedntths lack bf théhKat Kithelnt S a

social disruption caused by the gold rushes of the early 18B@sy respondedy allocating funds

for the erection of a numbeof new facilities throughoutSydney and country towr$ The

Darlinghurst Watch Houseas initially allocated800, thena further $250n 1854 andwaserected

nearthe Bourke and Forbes Streietersectior?®. A Receiving House for Lunatieas constructed

between the Watch House and Burton Street about 1868, with Frederick Fappeinted
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Superintendent’. It was renared (marginally to the Receiving House for the Insaime1895, when
J. E. Mooravas Superintenderit.

Figure29 Darlinghurst Police Station (sydnegity.blogspot.com)

In 1896, theold Watch House was replaced by the Darlinghurst Police Stadiesigned for the No. 3

Police Divisioy Walter Vernaz G KS / 2t 2y AL f | NOKkAtégrsSveré @ ¢ KS LJ2f A (
completed that year, andhie station was fully operational in 1899 when the lockup was completed

The building is a fine example of Edwardian styldiéecture. The prison section has a padded cell,

the original cells and exeise yard®. TheNo. 3 Divisiomad jurisdiction over Darlinghurst, Kings

Cross, Woolloomooloo, Paddington, Rushcutters Bay, Moore Park and Edgecliff. Becawesedt cov

such notorous areas as th€ross and the razor gangsthe 1930s, the station had the biggest

police strength in the State.

Figure30 CNJ y1 b. dzYLJSNBh CIF NNBtf o6{ ON}¥ iOKAYy3 {&RySeQ

CNJ y1 a. dzY(19%64885) @as ldeEjéniing policeman and detective at Darlinghurst
Police StationFFrom his first posting to Darlinghurst as a Police Constable in 1838 remembered
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as atough but honestmember of theVice Squagdrising to the rank of Inspector FirGlass. He

0SOFYS 2yS 2F {@&RySeéQa Yz2aid FlY2dza LRfAOSYSY:I |y
his careerThe redoubtable dzY LJISNRA o6St+ G O2QOSNBR o0 MR a>x Al YO
shops, pubs that held batfkenuckle fights and cafes that sold cocaine. He made the district his own,

getting to know everyone on the streetshethergoodor bad. He was admired by the laabiding

and feared byeveryone else

He had sympathfor the many prostitute®n his beat seeing them not athe real criminals but

victims of unscrupulous madamsugch as Tilly Deviher violent pimps.While he was a detective in

the Vice Squad, he left no stone (or shortage of enik) unturned in getting a conviction if he was

sure a suspect deserved it. On one occasion, a magistrate carefully examined the serial number of a
gun Bumper had submitted as evidencegurt, and remarked wryly that he was pretty sure it was

the same gn Bumper had offered as evidence a month or two eaflier

The police station was closed in 1987 when the Sydney Police @amdrepened at Surry Hill§he
administration offices for a range of community heatrvices operate from the building now.

No. 6 Electric Substationand | AT Gofveniences
Location: Taylor Square north.

Lighting the street s and powering the trams

Electricity for lightingvas first used in Sydney in 1848 allow extended working houia
prepamtion for the 1879 International Exhibitiorio be heldat the Garden Palada the Botanic
Gardens. As early as 1882, thgdney Municipal Couitconsulted overseas experts, including
Thomas Edisqron the feasibility and cost of illuminiay thecity streets with electric light. Soon
afterwards, some 80 electric light plants were imported, which were sold tatarimdividuals and
Government departments.

\TANA l;‘{'!'\”\‘ /,"vW""
ko N / Vi
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Figure31 No. 6 Electric Substation (Wikimedia)
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In 1896, he Municipal Council of Sydn&ectric Lighting Aatnabled the Sydney Municipal Council

G2 NIXAaS FTdzyRa (2 LINRBOARS L} 6 SN The ®indil appdinied y 3
two Britishelectricalengineers, Sir William Preeaad MajorPhilipCardew. Cardew arrived in

Sydney in March 1900 and submitted a scheme to supply electricity to districts up to five miles from
a power stationwhich was builbn Pyrmont Bayon the sitenow occupied by The Star Casino
Through 1902 and 1903, the system was constructed with imported British machinery and plant.

In 1883, a public urinal wdmiilt in Taylor Square north, and two years la#20,000 gallon steel
tank was erected above it to hold saltwatén,be used by cleaner® wash the street¥”. The No. 6
Substationin TaylorSquare was ereted under the tankin 1904 It was designedh the Edwardian
Avic styleby the prominentCity Surveyor and Architect Robert HargreBvedrick. The Substation
is constructed of loadbearing face brick dressed with sandstone top coursing, window sills and
window heads. Istands agn example of the City Beautiful Movemenmhich influencedhe
development of Taylor Squaf&.

By July 1904 a system of arc lamps was able to give the citizens of Sydney a sbrigtd lafht,
heat and power peviously unavailable to nsb people. The new electriamps were 2,000
candlepower each, while the existing damps were 40 candlepower (witD0O candlepower lamps
on the main street corne)&’®. On 9 July 1904, ti@ydney Morning Heraltarveled athe brilliant
effect of the new arc lamp¥’. Thenew Taybr Square Substation was also designo power the
electrictramsthen running through tle Sjuare.

I FGSNIJ YdzOK f 2 00 & A iyi H938bhe firsh fRnvate pudliz toiBtNPaylor Bgbare was
built in the upper level of the Substation building, demonstrating the growing activism of feminist
groups in Sydneywand the changing puld role of women in the early twentietbentury.The
buildingmarks the beginning of the major technological transformatibthe new century

associated with the development of the modern city and state, and was in continuous operation
until being decommissioned in 1993

In thecurrent century the building has beensed for a number of art installatiorsd events such
asCycleln Cineman 2012 The same yearthe City of Sydney Council announced plans to reactivate

the building as a café, shop or art galf8fybut nothingpermanent has eventuated KIS 6 dz t RAy 3 Q

only current use is that thapper foor is used as atorage space for the Sydney Sustainable Markets
on Saturday mornings.
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Conveniently u nderground

In 1900, the bubonic plagueached Sydney, promptifgovernmentaction to improvepublic

hygiengb hy S 2F (KS { &Ry Sh provBidaybdtviivie dergtddtil @ublidtilats & I a
in the city, aboutone per yeabetween 1901 and 1911. It was thought that public toilets were more
hygenic if they werdocatedunderground.

Figure32 Men's conveniences, 1934 (COS Archives)

In 1907 Robert Hargreave Brodrick designe¥ &y Q& dzy RSNANRdzy R G2Af S0 Ay ¢
replacing the public urinals and salt water tank. They weagnlyintended to servehe large

volume of tram passengers waiting in Taylor Squiayethena major tram junctionLike his1904

Electric Substation nearby, Brodrick incorporated City Beautiful principles in his daesigding Art

Nouveau detailing set on a painted sandstdrase. Much of the original joinehas survived

including timber framed doors arduvres and mouled timber architravesThis is the only extant

example of the original twelve facilities.y’ Mpyy ~Z GKS YSyQa omfRSNHNRdzy R
closed?’.

Former Government Savings Bank of New South Wales
Address: 15 Flinders Street or 302 Bourke Stre®trry Hills.

A bank for the people

The Government Savings Bank of New South Weds$ounded by the New South Wales
Government in 1871 to expand tliacilities for small depositors throughout the colonywould
allow them toaccrue savings with ghsecurity of the Government, armk operated by postmasters
and shipping mastet®. In 1911 thebranch of the banlat 151 Oxford Streetlosedand reopened
in a new building on the sdliern end of Taylor Squaysouthof the Campbell Street extension to
Flinders Streéf®. Thesemtircularbuilding is a god example of a Federation Frety® bark
building located on a prominent corner sind consistsof two storeys andh basementevel
Located inside théuilding were the bank chamberthree shops and eight offic&S.
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Figure33 Commonwealth Bank Taylor Squarg961 (COS Archives)

The Commonwealth Banias founded under th€ommonwealth Bank Agt 1911, to provide a
bank for the new nation that was guaranteed by the Federal Government. Operationsarmach
in 1912.The Government Savings Bank eflNsouth Walesabsorbed the Savings Bank v
South Walesin 1914 (which was founded in 1832 as the Barrack Street)Bank 1931, the
Government Savings Bank ofWSouth Walescollapsed during the Great Depressimmdwas
amalgamated with the Commonwealth Bank.

The Rural Bank of New South Waless established in 1933 by ti&ateGovernment, primarily
dealing with farmes. In 1982, the Rural Babkcame the State Bank oW Suth Wales and its
mandate changed to a standard commercial bank. In 1994, tite 8tank was taken over by
Coloniaj a financial services company, which changed its nam896to the Colonial State Bankn
2000it was taken over by the Commonwealth Bank of Austtlia

A lively hotel and more

The building was sold by the Commonwealth Bank and in the early 2000s became the Taylor Square
Hotel, including the T2 nightcluéind Vegas Loung@ history ohumerous alcohefuelled assaults
prompted years of lobbying from local residents and police for its closure, which occurred in 2009
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Figure34 Taylor Square Hotel (Gday Pubs website)

In 2010, the Sydney City Council purchaedbuilding from the owners, Raglen Investments

reportedly for $5.5 million. The Council planned to turn the building into a cyclindgdnub

commuters riding in and out of the city along the Bourke Strélet path™® but this has not

eventuated. In 2012, the indigenous artist Raiko Remr@e commissioned by the City of Sydney to

paint the building in a pink diagonaltyriped patterneni A 4§t SR al f gt &a ¢l asx Ftgl @
temporary artwork was painted over in 2017 by the Council when it decided to sell the building.

Figure35 Raiko Rennie artwork, 2012

In 2020, the global fashion brand BooHuaitl establish its Sydney headquarters in the building,
retainingthe interior heritage features™.
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Address: 383 Bourke Street, Darlinghurst.

Fraser & Hughes, drapers and mercers

In 1845, AnrSophiaCampbell (daghter of Edward Rilegnd wife of Robert Campbglhherited a
block of land bounded on the souttast by Bourke and Campbell Streets as Lot G5 of the Riley

Estate In January 1852, thdneemaker James Cleggrchased three allotments to the north of
Campbell Street and erected a tvatorey residential building on each one.

In 1910, the drapers James Fraaad David Hugespurchased the three houseand amalgamated
them into a single buildindknown as Mansion Housd®y 1921, the partnership operated a second
shop at 171 Oxford Stre€f. The Mansion House business emplodeapers (dealers in cloths of
materials such as wool and cotton), while the Oxford Street outlet employed mercers (dealers in
finer cloths such as silk and velvet).

David Hughes died in 1988 and after the death of James Fraser in 1937he building wa owned
by Mrs. Isadine AlmBraser and the estate of David Hugh&sThe firm of Fraser and Hughes
continued operating in the Oxford Street after the death of the originalmpand, but Mansion House
was leased to Charles Kinselal932.

+ E1 OAifure@®©with Californian flair , hotel food with French flair

In 1830, theyoung Charles Kinse(a8141883 opened an undertakinfirm in Liverpool, outside
Sydney™. His funeral business flourished, and in 1857 was relocated to the corner of Goulburn and
Sussex Streets. In 1860 a branch was established at 111 South Head Rahdnandther in

George Street in 1870. The businesswhen known as Charles Kinsela and. 3dter Charles

retired, his son Charlgd48541900) took over the business until his death. His own son Charles
(1886Mm pn n 0 = I NI y R a 2 der, ®aF boinkSydmiel, [ddd Betani® thatzgher in 1906.

CHARLES KINSELA,
CABINET, CHAIR MAIILR,
And ndertaker,
GEURGE -~ STREET, LII'ERPOGL,
];EGS to inform his Fricuds and the

Public, that he bas commenced Business
ih the above line, and hopues by superior work-
manship and attention to all orders entrusted o

his care, to merit a share of public patronage.
N. B.—Hecarse turnished if required.

Figure36 Early Kinsela's adSydney Heraldl August 1836)

Charles Kinsela took over the undertaking firm in £8%4nd asa profitable sidelinehe started

providing carriages or motor cars for weddings. In 1920, he was the first undertaker in Sydney to use
motor hearses and a mortuary ambulance. He visited California several times, bringing back to
Sydney the most advanced ideas of the Americay of deati?.
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Figure37 Kinsela's motor funeral, 1940s (St Bartholomew's website

In 1932, Kinsela leased the building and hired the architeBt@@eDellit to remodel it for use as an
ArtDecoF dzy SN} f LI NI 2dz2NE gA0GK ySg OKIFLISfazr 2FFAOS |y
parlour opened in 193By 193¢ (G KS FANYXY KIFIR oy O6N}yOKSa |yR | 385,
sububs, modern equipment and a solid reputation. By the late 1930s, Kinsela conducted 1,700 to

1,900 funerals per year, or about 15% of ®gdneymarket. Charles Kinsela died at his Bondi home

in 1944 He was a dynamiand colourfulbusinessman who combindte traditions of & old family

firm with the flamboyanceof a Californian funeral direct&?.

Figure38 Kinsela's funeral parlour (Sydney Dance Company website)

In 1981, Charles Kinsela Pty imeint into voluntary liquidatiorfollowing internal disputes, and the
building was sold to Leap Nomine&#e next year, the building bete a brasserie and theatre
under the ownership of Leon Fimkd head chef TonBilsort?®. Bilson, with apprentice chef Tetsuya
Wakuda served smart French food until after midnight. By the 1@80s, Kinselas was a higlass
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cabaret venue, and later a venue for frigme rock maic groups. Today, Kinselas operates as a pub,
with the Middle Balr Y R W2 Ky y & 2 2y ghhé fird faf Lalid thg StandakdNebwi
nightclub and fowane bowling alley othe second flool*

Iil ¢
na .
Copyright f ;WOS - Decoworks Pty fiid |
p Y Il

Figure39 Kinsela's Hotel, 2009 (Decoworks Pty Ltd)

Former Oxford Flour Mills
Address: 37879aBourke Street, Darlinghurst.

In 1844, the miller George Lukerarried Louisa Hobb®ldest daughter of another miller Charles
Hobbs Both Luker and Hobbs were from Stroudwater in GloucesterShifehe two families were to
have a long association in the fieldftdur millingand bakingn SydneyBy 1845, Luker was in
partnership with Reuben Beaid the milling firm of Beard and Luker, operating in Old South Head
Road?®. This partnership was dissolved in August 1848

By 1854 George uker and John Rowlingere operatinga steam flour mill in a new threstorey
sandstone building at the present 379 Bourke Street as the firm Luker and R&fylimgil dissolving
their partnership in 1861?°. George Luker retired from the business in 1873 and advertised the mill
to rent'®’, In 1875, the mill was taken over by the firm Luker and Hohlos by Walter Luker
6DS2NBSQa St RSai HoBbg®h who paRedlit $ig OkBord EleuUeMTE. a
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Figure40 379-379aBourke Street

The sandstone building was demolished in188d replaced by the present twsiorey brick

building, owned by. L. WalkeZ ¢ K2 Ay & ONA 6 SR 'H Wihe first éccupayit waskn® LI NJ L.
furniture dealer George Goldsmidt JamesGordonsold imported pianos ithe building from about

1895 until 1906°. From 1910, George Palmeas advertising billiard rooms ther&.

Duringthe last twenty years, the Russian AccemsRaurantoperated from the first floor, which is
now known as 379a Bourke Street. After this closed, the Body 777 Art Restapeaated there,
but this has also close@he Gebara City Convenier8torecurrentlyoperates from the ground
floor.
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Address: 389 Bourke Street, corner Campbell Street.
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Figure4l Queen's Arms Hotelt1920(State Records of NSW)

In 1879, John Bourkeonstructed a twestorey brick hotel on the corner of Bourke and Campbell
Streef®s gKAOK ¢l & 1y26y aftetthdlicelisée2wilam bovcat@dr*t The 2 ( S ¢
licensee became insolvent in 188%and the licence was transferred to Joseph KefSeyohn

Bourke took over the licence in 1888 and added a third storey that year gating an imposing
landmark in the district. This extra floor may have contained a ballroom or large meeting room, as
the Rate Assessment Books from 1891 record an increase in the number of floors from two to three,
but the number of rooms only increaseg bne (to twelve}*. The photograph of the hotel taken in
GKS SIFINIeé mMdpunna akKz2ga (GKS RIGS amyyyé 2y (KS
renovation*,

| < =
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Figure42 Queen's Arms Hotel, 1888 (Rygate and West map)
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JohnBourke transferred the licence to Julia MaiehL889, and the hotel was renamed the Geebung

HoteM*® |1 26 SOSNE GKAYy3Ia RAR y2G 32 ¢Sttt dzy RSN add e
refused in Jund891% | yR (GKS (GNIQyaFfSNI 2F (KS t A0Sy0S ol 0]
A0NBYy3a 202800 A ¥yEiza FaN®evbecarkeShe liddndeke i October 189and

renamed the hotel to the Newcastle Familyteloln March 1896 she was fined for selling liquor

during unlawful hour¥®, and in May the Licensing Couefused her licence transfer request to

Jeremiah Healéy".

Robert Walstbecame the licensee in 18%7and by January 1898 he had changed the name to the

Wicklow Hotel*? (it was also called the Wicklow Arms Hote)f (G KS LINBSaaod ¢KS K2(§S
G KS v dzS SHet®was Achiifed after Frederick Dollaecame the licensee in April 1962

The Rate Assessment Books show that the large brewer Toothi®dBamver the hotel in about

1911"* The owner and licensee (Phillip Whitty) were called befotécances ReductiorpBrd

hearing in September 1927 he details of the hearing are not known, but the Board dectdadiose

the hotel, which occurred in November 1923

Figure43 Belgenny Apartments (sydnegity.blogspot.com)
¢KS o0dAfRAYI GKSYy o06SOFYS || akK2L) | yoperimght t Ay3Ias o
1930°° By 1932, Mrs. ValdadzYS 461 & (GKS o0dzAf RAy 3 2 degufidhel yR / | N
ground floor*”. Then i about 1937 the group of buildings from 389 to 393 Bourke Street was
purchase by Belgenny Pty Lténd the hotel and adjacent buildings were demolished to make way
for a tenstorey block of 81 apartments. The Belgemmartmentbuilding is on the Bw South

WalesState Heritage Register as an intact exangslinter-War Art Decarchitecture®®. The
Serafim Pharmacogperates on the ground floor
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Former Darlinghurst Fruit Market
Address191 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst.

In 1860, a twestorey building was constructed dhe eastern orner of Flinders Street, known at

the time as195197 South Head RoaGeorge C! A (i1 Sy S&ail of A & K3 Randbya NP OS NI
1863, the building was owned by William CldfReEdwin Clarkéok over the grocery in 186%

and bega to advertise his produce. His gosteflected the Eastern Mediterranean origin of many

nuts and dried fruits at the timePatras currants (from Greece), Elenasits (from Smyrna in

Turkey), Muscatels, Valencia and Sultana Raisins, Turkey Figs, Soft Shell and Jordah®Almonds

From 1871, Miss WClarkewas the ratepayéef®, then Charlotte Clarkim 1877°". The grocey was
owned by the auctioneer Myer Suttonbefigm 1887°> until George Walskook it over in 1889,
along with the licence to sell colonial wifi& Antonio Locantrmperated a fruit shop from about
1900'%” until 19098, which wasknown as the Darlinghurst Fruit Market

IR | —— THE BEST ——
ILLUSTRATED_WEEKLY.

Figure44 Darlinghurst Fruit Market, 1909 (COS Archives)

In 1916, the buildng was demolished and replaced with a much larger thsteey brick building
calledTaylor Chamberswned by Jane Stewaff. From 1911, the building accommodated a great
variety of businessefdicativeof the needs and activities of the local population in this &man
example, the following businesses were operating in Taylor Chanmbégesl 3

1 Ground floor:
o Clifford & Cogestate agents
o0 Miss D Solomon, dyer
9 Firstfloor,
o F Dare, dentist.
0 A &E Coy, jewellers
o New York LibraryMisses Greeand Craswellproprietors.
0 J. dzNyaiGSAys tFRASaAaQ (I Af 2N®

46



1 Second floor,

0 McKenzie & Burke, military tailars
J H. Jones & Co, indent agents.
William Mills, electrician
Woods & Stephenson, tailars
Pictro-Silhouette Studios”.

O O O O

.9 '

Figure45 Taylor Chambers, 1954 (COS Archives)

The Covent Garden Fruit Stasperatedin the buildingfrom 1916 until the 19203, advertising
that they could deliver bushel cases of apples (roughly 125 medired apples) to amyhere in
Sydney. From 1924 until after 1948, the owner was Ethel Blanche Westlesho purchased it
from the estate of the late Jane Stewart.

bl A\ |
i SlRAllENTAYlUR@

Figure46 Sir Allen Taylor &o., 2018
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The City of Sydney Archives record that the site was used for a series of cafes and restaurants from
the 1970s onward<®, A ecent occupant was Coco CubamcCubarinspired bar and café chain,

from December 20110 August 201%". This was followed soon afterwards by the bar and eatery Sir
Allen Taylor & Camperated by Ben Sweetethe owner of Tuxedand the Kansasitg Shufflein The
Rocks™ The Sir Allen Taylor & Co closed in-20d.8. From 2015, Levels 1 and 2 have been

occupied by the Oxford Performance Centaepersonal training and lifestyle aang centré’,

4AUI T O 3NOAO&ke® AOI AOOG

Address: Taylor Square north.

In December 2012, a community rfair-profit food market began to operate every Saturday

morning in Taylor Square north from 8am to 1pm. It is known agtheg £ 2 NJ { |j difak& CI NXY SN

or the Sydney Sustainable Mark&fs Stallholders sell what they grow, farm, pickle, preserve, bake,
smoke or catch themselves from a defined regional &ea

Figure47 Taylor Square Farmers' Market (Salvador Coffee Facelpage

Modern times

"EI1EGCAT S0 ) Ol AT A

After the trams ceased running in 1961, the traffic routes through Taylor Square were remodelled,
leaving a triangular pedestrian island betwethe bank building and Oxford Street. By the early

1980s, this island was banked ugwsoil andplanted with grass and four large palm trees. Its
NEaSyotlyOS (2 F GNRLAOIE AatlyR AYaLANBR GKS f 2
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Figure48 Taylor Square palm trees, early 1980s (COS Archives)

DAftAIlIyQa LatlFyR gla Fy ! YSNAOIY ,ivddh&G@faraAz2y aii
three seasons from September 1964 to April 1967. The series followed the comic adventures of

seven castaways as they tried to survive on (and in particular to escape from) a tropical island after

being shipwrecked in a storm. The title character, played by Rolv&;, was the inept, accident

prone first mate of the small cruise bo&86 Minnowwho was frequently responsible for the failure

of the many attempts to leave the island.

! THE CONIPLETE @SECOND S ASO]‘I ‘

Figure49 Gilligan's Island cast (Warner Bros website)

The cast was selected by the creator to represent a social microcosm of American life, and apart
FNRBY DAfEATlIY YR GKS aKALIQa OFLIIAYS AyOfdzZRSR |
grade movie etress, a high school science teacher, and a dawearth girl next door. The program
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rated well in its day, and grew in popularity during decades of syndication, especially during the
1970s and 1980s.

Fountain
Nowadays, the whole area between the formEnk building and Oxford Streetr(d extending to
YAyaStlrQao Aa F LISRSAGNALFY YItfd 5dz2NAy3I GKS O2ya

Square in the late 1990s, Bourke Street was closed off on both sides of Oxford Street. There is still a
raised lawn running along the Flinders Street side of the mall, but next to this is diparfountain

that cancatch out unwary pedestrians who are crossing it when the water starts spouting. The
fountain was installed as paof the Taylor Square refurbishment in 2005.

Figure50 Taylor Square fountain and mall (alchetron.com)

Mardi Gras parade

On a cold night in June 1978, a truck equipped with a small music and sound system drove from
Taylor Square down Oxford Street to Hyde Park, followed by hundreds of gay and lesbian people in
support of the day of international gay solidaribyat wasbeingcelebrated around the world. When

the truck arrived in Hyde Park, police arrested the driver, resulting in an outcry from supporters,
followed by many more arrests and beatings by the Darlinghurst police. Over the following months,
more protests and arrds took place, but the policactionwaseventually seen as healhanded,

and in April 1979 the New South Wales Government repeale&themary Offences Atttat

allowed suctlarrests to be made.

The 1978 march thus becameigikrights milestone in the gay community and beyond. The 1979

march attracted up to 3,000 marchers and was inciciee¢. Today the annual Mardi Gras parade

an extremely popular event in late February or early March, staitiridyde Park, travelling through

Taylor Square to Moore Pdfk In a strong sign of changing official attitudes, New South Wales

police officers have joined in the marfiom 1998. Assistant Police Commissio@Géristine Nixon

was instrumental in uniformed polideeing allowedo march. She later told ABC radio that she

KSIFNR ONAGAOAAY &dzOK | & G¢KA&a oAttt 06S GKS SyR 27
aKS NBLX ASR ® Saz L K2LIS AlG A&aHEé
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Figure51 Mardi Gras parade, 2013 (hasithatudugaliebsite)

Transport

Taylor Square remains a major transport hub for the eastern and seagtern suburbs of Sydney,
although only buses provide public transpadw. However, tke success of former tram system has
not been completely forgotten. In 1979 a light rail systepened along the old goods train line from
the city to the inner west, and now runs to Dulwich Hill. Then in 2019 a second liglyistaiins
opened from the city to the soutkastern suburb of Randwick, and in 2020 will run to Kingsford.

One of the options considered for the sowtfastern light rail route was to follow the original
tramline along Oxford Street through Taylor Square dmhtdown Flinders Street and eventually
joining the stillexisting tram corridor next to Anzac Parade. The New South Wales Government
evertually decided to run the tracklong a more direct route from the city through Surry Hills to
Moore Park and beyondBut the Government has left the door open for a future light rail to run
along Oxford Street to Bondi Junction. So it couldhdek to the future when the claivyg of tram
bellsonce again echoes arouridhylor Squarg”.
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