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Foreword

The history ofifefighting in Sydney has been well documented from the timdifjlging services
were brought under increasing Government regulation from 1884. But the numeusateerfire
brigades that sprang up in the early coldmforethis time have not been as well documented. This
history focuses on the early military and municipal firefighting efforts, the insurance company
brigades, the many city and suburban volunteer brigades and the indbasgd brigades. Only the
suburban brigades in the ring of municipalities around the ftitye beerincluded.

The cataclysmic event that kiskarted the property insurance industry and its associated fire

brigades was the Great Fire of London in 1666. Insurance and municipal brigades proliferated by the
early nineteenth century, spurred on by monetary rewards for early attendance at fires. This system
provided a model for Sydney in later years. The first steps to protect Sydney from fire were taken in
1821 when the Government purchased two fire engines, to be operated by soldiers from the
barracks.

The first insurance companies were formed in the 1830s and immediately established rudimentary
FANBFAIKGAYT ONRIIFIRSad ¢KS D2OSNYYSyiQa FANDB
which in 1851 combined into a single brigade to better coordinate their effSgdney did not have

a reticulated (piped) water system until the 1840s, and it was often insufficient for firefighting
purposes until late in thaineteenthcentury.

Some types of buildingsould not beinsured because of high fire riskuch as theatres, printing
presses and breweriesseveral companies in these industries established their own volunteer fire
brigades in the nineteenth century. Volunteer fire brigades sprang up around the city and inner
suburbs, especially in the 1870s when several new municipalities encouraged the formation of their
own brigades.

As the number of independentlyperating fire brigades grew, so did the conflict between competing
crews eager to be awarded early arrival payments and to commandeer scarce resources such as fire
plugs and ladders. In addition, there was no central control of how the available fire hoses and
ladders should be most effectively deployata fire site The professional insurance compan
brigadeswere keen tominimise insurance losses at fire sitéacluding by water damage, whithe
volunteer brigadesended to pour as much water as possible into burning buildings in order to
extinguishfires quickly.

The increasingconflicts and lack of central manageméed to Governmentegislation in 1880 to
introduce regulation to improve control and coordinatiohthe brigadesBut objectiondy the
insurance industrglelayed the passage of the hilhtil 1884whenthe Fire Brigades Adinally
passed into law and Sydney firefighting was placed on a better footing.



After this, the many city and suburban volunteer firemen were progressively replaced by permanent
professionals, managed by the Fire Brigades Board, and by the early twentieth century the days of
volunteerism were oveMWhile the bravery and dedication of the volunteer brigades were widely
admired, they were constantly plagued with difficulties in raising funds for equipment and finding
sufficient firemen available to attend fires at short notice.

John WRoss

Surry Hills, Sydney

Novenber, 225
email:rossjiw@ozemail.com.au
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The beginning of organi sed firefighting

The Great Fire of London

Serious firefighting services Englandvere born in the aftermath of a major conflagration that

swept through central London over five days in September 1666. The medieval City of London inside
the old Roman city wall was gutted, while also extending past the wall to the west. The fire started in
a bakery in Pudding Lane shortly after midnight and spread rapidly.

The major firefighting method of the time for large fineas the creation of firebreaks by

RSY2f AaKAyY 3 & NUzOuutdmsRvas crilicdlly defay@d by thélikdecisivehdssioKtize
Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas Bloodith. By the time largescale demolitions were ordered, tistrong
wind had created a firestorrthat defeated such measures.

Figure2 Great Fire of London, 1666 (Museum of London)

The fire leapt the River Fleet to threaten King Charesill O 2 dzNJi | (i Th&koladeSQvasl £ €t | € |
eventually put out, partly by the wind dropping, apdrtly by the Tower of London garrison using

gunpowder to create effective firebreaks, halting the spread eastwards. After the fire, various

schemes for rebuilding the city were proposed, some quite radical. In the end, London was

reconstructed on essentially the same medieval street plan that exists today

While deaths in the fire were few, material destruction was massive: 13130800 houses, 86 or 87

parish churches, The Royal Exchange CustorsHous& { G t | dzf Bdidewdll PalaéaboR NJ f

other City prisons, and three of the western city gdtdhe monetary value of the loss was

estimated at around 4.0 million pounds (equivalent to over 2.1 billion pounds in 2G2%)

alJLINPEAYIF GSt& mp: 2F (KE OAdeQa Kz2dzaAy3d o6l & RSad

The London Fire Office

Oneaftermath of the fire washe emergence of insurance companies, starting with Nicholas
BardoQ & C A NBarddm,Ta phyiian, foundede companyin 1680, the first in London and
perhaps the world. Appalled by the loss of property and the human suffering that grew out of the
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Great Fire, heame up withthe idea of founding an insurance company to protect owners of homes
and buildings againdtiture fire damage.

Renamed the Phoenix Offiag 1705, it initially insured buildings but not furniture, fittings or goods.
He also realised that the service of an insurer should reach beyond indemnity in case of loss, so he
instituted an early form of aniformedfire brigade. His officalsooriginated the use of fire marks
where properties it insured could be identified when fire occufred

Thesdnsurancecompanies hired private firemen and offered incentives for clients who took
measures to prevent fires, for example a cheaper premium for brick as opposed to wooden
buildings.Two further fire offices were set up in the following decade. Each had its own fire brigade,
although in the earliest days tgeonsisted of a body of men recruited from Thamegermen, and

not necessarily with a fire enginé/atermen performed an essential service, ferrying passengers
and goods along the Thames in the time before widespread bridges and improved roads.

Primary evidence shows that in these early years, insurance company fire brigades evidently made

little distinction between insured and uninsured properties. Daniel Defoge in 16923 that

firemen were very active in putting out fires, whether in houses insured or not indureslirance

O2YLI yASaQ AyadNdzOGA2ya (2 GKSANI FANBYSY gSNB G2

Authors later argue@boutwhy this policy was adopted: In denselgpulated London, fire in an
uninsured building could easily spread to an insured building, rapid attendance and energetic
firefighting were all googbublicityfor an insurance company, and extinguishing fires in the
uninsured homes of the poor was deemed a charitable and humanitaridn act

The enthusiasm for fire brigades to attend fireasmndoubtedly boosted from 17008 by
legislaton introdudng monetary rewards for early attendance at a fire: 3@ the first brigade, 20/
to the second and 16#to the third to arrivé. They were considerable sums of money at the time.

The instructios to insurance company fire brigades to fight all fires continued intoniineteenth

century, and he fire marks on buildings became more of an advertising feature for the company.
The legend of insurance company fire brigades standing back or even packing up and leaving a fire
seemed to arise from the proliferation of insurance companies (and #ssiociatedire brigades) as

the nineteenthcentury progressed, which led to too many fire engines attending fires with too little
water forthem allto be useful.

In 1832, confusion between parish and private firefighting efforts led to the insurance companies
forming a combined firefighting brigade, which would eventually become the London Fire Brigade
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, some of the insurance brigades responded to demands
on the costs to their employers by handing over their duties to the newly established municipal fire
service$.



Firefighting in the early colony

The military to the rescue

As early as 1813, Sydney newspapers complained about the lack of any fire engines, admitting that

even if they were obtained, they could not be supplied with sufficient water to make them tfseful

A newspaper correspondent recommended that for a moderate contribution, a chain of wells or

reservoirs for rainwater should be established in every street, buckets be kept at the Watchhouse of
SOSNE RAAGNAROG FYR | ydzYoSNI 2F LISNE2ya 0SS AYyRdzOS
thought that willing neighbours would carry the water to the engines. The wdievedthese

were the first suggestions made on this subject in the colbny

.dzii GKS FANBRG aGSLA YIRS (2 diénbtodehbti I821ReS @ Qa LINER
two fire engines were purchased by the Government and arrived in the colony by the end of the

year. On 15 January 1822, the new appliances were first put to the test when a minor fire occurred

at the military barracks. While it was just a small chimney fire, it was the first recorded instance of a

fire engine being used in Sydriéy

One of the engines was eventually sent to the settlement of Parramatta, but on its first use in
b2@SYOSNI MmyHT 4G | adroetS FANBZ AU 61 A& LINRYy2dzyOS
2 £ R 2By fat time, it had fallen into disrepair, and the neighbours had to resort to drawing

water from nearby wells to extinguish the fifeBut a worse fate awaited the neglected fire engine

the following year when a torrential downpour caused a flood that swept the fire engine from a shed

next to Government House into the river. It floated downstream and eventually sank to a watery

grave®.

¢KS FTANBRG LW AFyOSa KFER G2 0SS LlzZfSR o0& KFEYyR |y
any case, the water supply in Sydney caused major problems for fire fighters. In the early 1830s, a

building was erected at the Police Station to house the fire appliances. Thonsisereda more

central location than the military barracks, and coincided with better access to water across the city
F2ft26Ay 3 GKS O2y SronNjeSentiay Centerifial PadkdooHyde Rark. 2 NB

During the 1830s, insurance companies began to establish businesses in Sydney. There was talk of

these companies establishing fire brigades as they had in England and America. For this reason,
GKSNB 6l a LINBaadz2NBE FT2N GKS D2@SNYyYSydQa | LI Al yC
to take the lead in firefighting. During this time, fire brigades in London took pride in being able to

attend a fire within five minutes of the fire alarm bell being sounded. But in Sydeewulid takethe

military brigade about thirty minutes to arrive, by which time the building was well alight.

The first known serious incident involving fire engines occurred in November 1&gakaovitha

shipboard fire. Their effortshoughdelayed, weraeported to beadmirable. Th&aptain Alexander

ga R2O1SR Fd YAy3IQa 2KIFENF YR gKAfS KSNJ OF NBE2 ¢
of the explosion engulfed the entire ship in flames. Fire engines arrived soon afterwards, and

soldiers battled the growing blaze. The explosion was attributed to gunpowder stored in thé ship

3UAT Aus o AAGAT T PET C xAOAO OOPDPI U
A small stream running into Sydney Cove was the original fresh water supply for the fledgling colony
of New South Wales. But the stream was unable to consistently provide water in dry weather, and
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during a drought in 1790, an officer who had experienced water shortages in India suggested digging
storage tanks in the sandstone beside the stream. These would be filled up in wet weather

provide a reservoir of water in dry conditions. Three such tanks were excavated, giving the Tank
Streamits name?®,

Figure3 Tank Stream1842 (John Skinner Prout)

Despite efforts by successive Governors to keep cattle from muddying the water and avoid runoff
from the settlement, it became increasilygpolluted and was abandoned in 1826. By then, water
was being carried in carts from the Lachlan Swémpresentday Centennial Park) to a watering
point in Hyde Park.

TheSydney Water Supply Act 1883s the first piece of legislation relating to water supply in

Sydney, appramglil KS O2y a i NUzOGA2Y YR YIAYyGSylryOS 27F . dzao
Swamp to Hyde Park. Tunnel construction started at Hyde Park in 1827 but was not completed until

1837, although seepage into the tunnel from springs along the way provided drinking water for the

city from 1830.

By 1837, the population of the city was over 20,000 and the tunnel was capable of delivering a
barelyadequate 1.5 million litres per day. However, there was another drought in-383d

. dza 6 & @éuld na@shiIply enough water. There was a plan to excavate a reservoir in Hyde Park

G2 K2fR cy YS3IFIfAGNBAE odzi AG o6l a ySOSNI odzAf G ! €
39 drought, there were very serious water shortages and people paid 6d per bucket for water during

this period.

Two forms of pressure led @change in the institutional arrangements in the colony at this time.

The British Colonial Offieeas looking for ways to move administrative responsibility to local

residents, and there was a growing discontent within the colaitis the lack ofurgency in fixing

problems with water supply and sanitation. This led to the declaration of Sydney as a citin 184

and amunicipalcouncil established for its administration. The primary responsibility of the council

was to supply water to the rapidly growing cigollowing the 18389 drought there was a wet

period of about nine years with frequent flooding. By the early 1840s, it was clear that water from
[FOKEFY {6l YLA @QAl .dzaoeéQa .2NB g¢gla y2d4d OFLIkotS
city?®.



From1858, the Botany Swamps Schemanpedwater from near the present Sydney Airport to the
Crown Street reservaiwhich opened in 185%nd to the Paddington Reservpivhich opened in
1864.But the city grew faster than the ability of its water supply to cope, and water shortages
continued through the 1860s. At the same time, A Royal Commission to developtionplan for

{8RySe8Qa o+ (SNJ adzllLd 8 NBatemil®S® Ay GKS ! LILISNI b SLIS
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Figure4 Bushby's Bore (Engineers Australia)

CSINE 2@SNJ RNRBAAKGO AY Myyc AYaLABNEZRembdbKS | dzRa2y
temporary open water channels using gravity to move water from the partially constructed Upper
Nepean Schemw the Botany Bay Swamps. The scheme was used until 1888 when the Upper

Nepean Schemwasfully operatioral.

The Upper Nepean Scheme was the largest engineering works undertaken in Australia in the
nineteenth century. The ambitious scheme to transport water nearly 100 kilometres into the city
was constructed between 1880 and 1888, with a final coshoife than£2 million. Much of this
scheme is still in service acdIminated in the construction of the Worono(a9271941)and
Warragamba Dami 9481960,

The early water mains

In 1832, the first water pipes in Sydney were laid from Hyde Park along George Street to the
Dockyard on the western side of Circular Quay, to supply water for departing ships. A convenience
for filling casks was fitted at the dock, avoiding the need to pull water carts a long distance in warm
weather’l. But not everyone was happy, as George Street was reportedlydeeein water and

mud caused by heavy rains, exacerbatgdhe breaking up of the streets for laying pipédt was

not long befoe pipes were being laid from the first pipe to nearby businesses.

' GKS SyR 27 creywearedffed K ifistall oiznch difka bosinespremises,

FyYyR 2yS st a NBLE2NISRE& AR #Bymdamewssapersde f A 9SS NE

reporting that water pipes were being laid throughout the city with plugs attaéhedarting with a
pipe to the city market (on the site of presedaly Queen Victoria Buildi)§. It was hoped that this



would be of some use to firemen in the futdfeas the fire engines of the time were just water carts
with mechanical pumping handles, whialould run out of water at a large fire.

Sydneysiders, always on the lookout for entertainment, discovered a novel diversion in 1837 when
the two stopcocks in King Street were opened at night to carry away stagnant and rusty water from
the iron water mains. The watémitially gushed up to 20 feet, then fell to about eight feet and was
allowed to flow for two or three hours. Local men would bet each other they could stand on the
upward torrent for three minutes, but could only last less than a minute, much to the amusement of
bystanderg’. It wasa kind ofaquatic rodeo ride for city slickers.

la GKS O2yaiaNdzOGA2Yy 2F . dzaoéeQa . 2NB gl a ySINRyY3
Committee on the Tunnel for Supplying the Town of Sydney with Watach issued a progress

report in August 1837. The tunnel itself was completed, and was wholly subterranean, about four

fifths of it running through solid rock, the rest through sand supported by chiselled masonry without
cement. The water felinder gravityaboutone foot nine inches from the Lachlan Swamp to Hyde

Park.

The tunnel was about one third longer (and took much more time) than originally estimated because
deviations were required to avoid beds of sand, and most of the time was spent boring through

sandstone and sinking shafts to find a rocky course for the next section to be dug. John Busby

became defensive when quizzed on the long time taken to complete the tunnel, and uncharitably
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Figure5 { & Ry Satepipesd844 (City of Sydney Archives)

The military engineer Major Geordgarney told the committee thahe cost of building a proposed
NEASNIB2ANI AY @RS tIFN] 4 GKS ao0lFrtS KS NBO2YYSYyR
consumption for a future population of 30,000) at the present price of free (that is, convict) labour
was£30,000. The population of Sydney at th@rentcensus in 1836 was nearly 20,000, an increase



in 4,000 since thereviouscensus in 1833. The population wady about10,000 when the plan to
build the Tunnel was proposed in 1826.the end the reservoir was never constructed.

The Committee did not consider the expense of procuring and laying pipes for the distribution of the
water throughout the towrfé, but by the following year, George Barney was supervising the
installation of smailbore water pipes connected to the main pipes. The plan was to install taps at

the corner of twenty streets, expected to loa great benefit to the public and washerwomen in
particulag?®,

In 1842, Barney was able to supply the water committee of the City Council with a map of several
water lines in the city, showing the location of fountains and fire pfugs City Council map from

1844 (possibly the same onshows water mains starting near the Oxford Street corner of Hyde Park
and running along several main stregtsn 1846 SydneyCouncil borrowed10,000 to finance the

laying of more water mains throughout the cityalthough in 1848 a City Councillor complained

about the cutting up of the streets for water mains and gas pipes after large sums had already been
spent on the repair of the road%

¢KS NBLX I OSYSyld 2F .dzaoeéeQa .2NB gAGK GKS .20l ye
brought with itan urexpeced problem. Soon after the scheme opened in 1858, it was reported that

the small water pipes connected with the water mains in the city were suddenly choking up. When

the pipes were investigated, it was found that most of the blockages were caused by large eels that

had managed to swim from Botany along the main pipes but could not force their way through the
smaller service pipes. Tlampirereported that the service pipe to their own office was similarly

blocked, and when examined faurteen-inch eel had become jammed at the junction of the piies

.ST¥2NB f2y33 o2dzi I R21 Sy SSta 2F yAyS G2 SAaA3aKi
The suggested solution was to apply the method used successfully in England when a similar

problem occurred, which was to attacHiliering deviceat the water inlet perforated with small

holes, likethe head ofa watering cafp.
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Insurance company fire brigades

Separate insurance fire brigades

The first insurance company in the Australian colonies was the Australian Fire and Life Assurance
Companywhich was established in June 183@he new company called for tenders to supply

fF RRSNEZ 06dz01S04ax FES&E yR 20KSNJ SljdAaLIYSyid F2N i
Establishmerif. Their advertisements from October referred to fire buckets, ladders andthaes

were located in Sussex Street and Darling HarBour

AUSTRALIAN

Five and Life Agsurance

COMPANY.

HE Public are infdrmed that Fire
Buckets, Ladders, and Axes belonging 10
this Company, are placed in charge of Super.
intendents residing on the premises of Messrs.
Barker & Hallen. Sussex street, and Mr. Lamb's
Wharf, Darling Harbour ; and Ladders are also,
by permission of His Excellency the Governor,
placed at the Military Barracks, where the Go-
vernment Fire Engines are bheld in readiness 1o
act in case of fire.

Figure6 Early fire enginesydney Herald3 October 1836)

Andassurancécompany provides a predetermined amount of financial support as compensation in
a covered situation, such as permanent disability or death or the expiration of the policy term. It is
mainly applied to life and term policies. On the other handgiasurance& company provides

monetary compensation for loss incurred in a covered event. It mainly includes home, motor, health,
travel and property cové®.

¢CKS D2OSNYYSyiQa FANB Sy3aysa FyR FTANBYAY sSNB
this time, the Government gave notice of a proposed Act of Parliament for regulating buildings and

LI NIé glffa FyR F2N) GLINBGSYyliAy3d YAAOKASTFa o0& FAN
London Building Adt774(14 Geo. lll ¢.78) as far as was applicable to Sydney. It included a

requirement that fire engines and ladders were to be kept in known places, and firgdimeks

hydrants)to be fixed to the mains. A penalty would be imposed for chimneys allowed to catth fire

The insurance company announced that fire buckets, ladders and axes belonging to the company
were available to superintendents. They were also placed at the Military Barracks where the
Governmenfire engines were held in readiness to act in case of d4%ifEhese were moved soon
afterwards to a new building beside tieore centrally located Police Offite

In July 1837, a newspaper article on the financial affairs of the Australia Fire and Life Insurance
I 2YLI ye NBLR2NISR GKIFIG mpn FANB LRftAOASAE YR om f
fire brigade had incurred a small expense by extinguishing a fire in an uninsuwitdthg but the
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owner paid that back. A powerful fire engine had been ordered from England and was expected
soon. In the meantime, fire engines belonging to the Government and a body of men from the
Barracks to work them were, by direction of the Governor, placed at the disposal chitqgany in
case of fire.

Ladders and buckets were fixed at three locations: in Barracks Ydie wharves oMessrs Parker

and Hade@ a@nd MessrsLamb and Parbuyad g KI NF ® ¢ KS 2 OSWkegiBeNB 2F (KS
control overthe implements lodged there anghdertookto act as Superintendents of the Southern

and Northern Division of the town. Th&yere directed to employ men and water carts in case of

fire®4,

.dzi GKS ONA3IFRSQA dzaSTdzZ ySaa ¢l a INBIGE % KIF YLISNE
I FANB Ay it OtIOERMNE3D requireddNg fiee erigines to tesupplied from water

carts. By the end of 1837, Australian Fire and Life began to copy the idea of the London Insurance
Companyby pladng a small plague, or firemayrkon some conspicuous part of every building insured

by them. The company adopted a gilt kangaroo, almghtinches high, with the name of the

company and the date of its establishment around the botder
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Figure7 Firemark collection (Museum of Fire)

In December 1837, large fire at Dr. Hoskid & LINJB GebrgeSSireetivas attended by three or

four engines, but no water was available from the malmsc@usehe colony was then in drought),

so water had to be collecteflom nearby wells. A pump in Mr. Burdekiia & NR ¢l a dzaSR
water to put out the fire, which had reached his stables. $hidney Monitoreported that the

42t RASNA AYAARS (GKS o0dz2NYyAYy3a o0dzAift RAy3d GKNBg 5N |
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on the ground below#?. This was an example of the reckless approach taken by the military that was
often reported before the insurance companies took over firefighting mwadie greater effortgo
minimise damage to insured property.

TheBuildings Acbf 1837ensured that the first fire brigade to put water on the fire received
compensation from the government of 30 shillings, with the subsequent second and third brigades
to receive 20 and 10 shillings respectively. This financial incentive (copied directly from London fire
brigades) created fierce competition between insurance fire brigades to attend fire calls as quickly as
possible. These incentiv@mountscontinueduntil the City ofSydney Improvement Aof 1879°,

when they were increased to 40, 30 and 15 shillings respectively

The Sydney Alliance Insurance Compapgned in January 183%ut had ceased operation by
18462, Other insurance companies begaperationsin Sydney from this time but didbot all provide
fire insurancé’. In early 1840, a group of Sydney businessmen with property in the dewided to
form an association for insurance against fire on mutual principles, to be called the Mutual Fire
Insurance Association

The chairman of the Association, Thomas Burdedaid that he had long thought such an

association would relieve the industrious tradesman and proprietor from the exorbitant premiums
now being charged on insurancesparentlyfor the sole purpose of raising a large fund for the

profit of shareholders in the various insurance companies. He said such associations worked well in
England, where nobody thought of going to an insurance company to secure property, but to an
organisation where it was secured by them to each othathen a fire occurred, the loss would be
made up proportionately among those insured. It would be in the interest of all members to prevent
fires by becoming an efficient body of firemen.

Members would be effective firefighters, as they had a financial interest in minimising the loss at
each firé%, Each member of the association was required to pay 0.5% of the amount of his sum
insured to form a fund for the purchase of firefighting apparatus, and for the prompt payment of
damages in case of fire and other necessary purpds@se of the main complaints about property
insurance at the time was that insurance cover was limiteB3@®00 per building. The Association
offered insurance up t€10,000 per building. This was more in line with the potential amount of
damage caused by fires in the large warehouses being constructed to cater for the expansion of the
wool trade to Britain.

In May 1842, thaBencooled NR dzZa K G2 FANB Sy3daaySa G2 SLeRySe
But so much contention arose among the members of the Mutual Association that the society was
obliged to dissolV&in 1842 and its appliances were taken over by the City CSBinnilAugust 1844,

a meeting was held to form the Sydney Fire Insurance ComBarsiness would commence when
applications to the value d§10,000 were receivedl. The following year, the Imperial Fire Insurance
Company of Londoadvertised ttat it had establisheénew branch in Sydnéy By the next year,

this company was reportedly doing a considerable amount of business, despite its rates being
noticeably higher than rival companfés

This was followed in 1846 by the Alliance British & Foreign Life and Fire Assurance Cavhpzny
had been established in London in 1824, opgra Sydney office in George Street. It was also
referred to as the London Alliance Fire Assurance Contpdts/rates were much lower than the

13



Imperial Company. Theydney Morning Heraleported in August 1846 that Sydney property
owners could then choose between four property insurance compéhies

This meant that there were four insurance fire brigades, as well as the Government brigade

attending firesinanw®2 2 NRAY I GSR YIyySNY®» . @& {(KAa dGdAYS:T (KS
reported to be ineffective. Its fire engine was vegmall and inefficientthe hose was in poor

condition, andsomeof tools belonging to it when it was purchased were mis$ing

Coordinating the insurance fire brigades

Acknowledging that the system should be better coordinated, and in the absence of a useful
Government brigade, three of the insurance companies (the local Sydney Fire Insurance Gompany
the Londonbased the Imperial Insurance Company and the Alliance Insurance Company) combined
their resources to form the Insurance Companies Fire Brijaddéich was established in January

1851. Thomas Bowwas engaged as the brigade Superintendent in January 1852. He advertised
himself as an engineer and gas fitter who imported and sold patent taps and other equiiment

By 1833 private insurance companiés Englandchad amalgamated into a single association known

as the London Fire Brigade Establishm@noviding London with a single fire brigade rather than a
multitude of smaller brigades. England had a turbulent history of insurance companies protecting
mainly the buildings that they insured, but in Sydney it was very different. With the benefit of the
London experience of assimilating their insurance brigades into a single brigade, Sydney had a good
role model to follov§®.

Figure8 Recreation of 1840s firefighting (Museum of Fire)

In November 1853t KS t S 2 LJ Sepdrted!that@ Aeputafidh of insurance company
representatives met the Governgdeneral(Sir Charles FitzRptp request that the Government take
over the various fire engines belonging to the insurance companies and establish a general fire
brigade, for the efficient maintenance of which the citizens should be called upon to payTiages.
newspaper thought it was hypocritical for the insurance companies to ask the customers to pay for
the risk for which they are already charged by the compdhisd this proposal did not eventuate.
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By 1854, public dissatisfaction with thesuranceCompaniesHre Brigadewas growing. MrJ.S.

Mitchell, the Secretary of the Sydney Fire Insurance Comgahyompelled to defend the

insurance brigades in a letter to tf&ydney Morning HeraldHe began by pointing out that tee
brigades were instigated in the early days of the insurance industry for their own protection (that is,
to minimise insurance losses). The companies bore all the expenses involved, and until recently
could not afford a better firefighting service.

The brigade, consisting of twelve men, was paid very little at first, but the pay had recently risen in
common with other classes of workers. There had been repeated compédintg the late arrival of

fire engines afiresuntil they were out of control or even extinguished. But it took time for the

alarm to reach the station and for the men, who lived in different parts of the town, to be
summoned. Horses could not be contracted at that time, meaning that the fire engine had to be
dragged by the firemen to the fire. He concludeith asummay ofthe insurance industry: his
company insured about 1,400 properties to a value of over a million pounds, and the other
insurance offices had about the same between them, making a total of about two million pounds of
insurance coveragé

Figure9 Insurance Brigades fire station, 1907 (Museum of Fire)

By 1876,thé. y & dzNJ y OS FifeBrigdd nlirhb@rad®6 men and was divided iaféire

Brigade andan Auxiliary Fire and Salvage Compankich provided salvage services and training for
the main brigade. The Superintendent was paid an annual sal&356, but all the others were

paid a retaine of 10 shillings a week for their services, and 1/6d per hour for attendance attises
took more than three hours to extinguish

The difficulty of obtaining horses in a reasonably quick time in the middle of the night had been a
problem for a long timeTheresponse in June 1867 whs five members of the Insurance

/ 2 YLI y A S &oGorm thelFiEelBRg&de Omnibus Compaimjtially running three omnibuses

with eighteen horses, serving Glebe Point and Redfern. The horses were made available at night to
the brigades &short notice for hauling fire engines, a much better systermthaving to procure

them from elsewhere with considerable delay. Withraanyhorses, several of themauld always
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be in the stable, ready for any emergentinderthis system, the time and effort required for the
firemen to haul the enginaround townwould be replaced by a fast journey to any fite

Ly MyynX (GKS Lyadz2N»yOS /2YLIYyASEAQ CANB . NA3IIFRS f
Associated Fire Brigadeghe first meeting held in January 1881, with Charles Bown as
Superintendent Seven dissenting brigades formed the rival United Volunteer Fire Begade

Association, which sought to counteract the insurance brigades. These were the 28md 3

Volunteer Fire Companies, Woollah@@leb& | dzRRe#fgr§) and the Mount Lachlan Brigades

Between them they boastedne steam engine anélevenmanual engines with all necessary pldnt

Following the passage of thgre Brigades Aéh 1884 (G KS Ly adzNI yOS / 2YLI yYASAQ
all the other brigades to form the Metropolitan Fire Brigadeler the control of the Colonial
Government®.

Sydney Council Fire Brigade
The fire brigade operated sporadically by the Sydney City Coganifallyknown as the City Fire
Brigadg and those operated by the insurance companies are somewhat intertwined, and the
O2dzy OAf Q& oNARIIFIRS KIFa |t NBFRe 0SSy YSYyiUuAz2ySR Ay
| 26 SOSNE | aSLINFYGS RSAONALIIA2Y 2F (GKS /[ 2dzyOAf Q&
troubled history more clearly.

SydneywunicipalCouncil(as it was first calledyas established in 1842 by the Colonial Government
to hand responsibility for civic infrastructuseich as road building and sanitatitma municipal
authority. In 1844, the Mutual Fire Insurance Associafwhich was formed two years earlier as a
reaction to high insurance premiums and low iremce coveragend washased on the English

mutual model) offered their fire engine to the Council at a reduced price when the Association was
dissolved®.

The City Fire Brigade was formed in 1845 to attend fires in uninsured buildings, manned by council
staff. The brigade was first reported in the press when the firemen, fully equipped and in official
costume, with patent leather helmets in the Grecian style, went through the usual monthly
inspection on the Racecourse, and then drove their engines round the city, in accordance with
ancient custony’.

. dzii 6 & wmy p nsnalilirk égire vazyhéificient) the hose was defective amderattools
belonging to it when it was purchased were mis&nigp January 1851, the City Council approved the
reformation of a fire brigade dfvelve men’. The ineffectiveness of the Cifire Brigade and the
chronicditheringby the Council about its replacement prompted the formation of a more efficient
Insurance Companies Fire Brigade in March 851

By November 18515ydneyCouncil decided not to maintain an expensive fire brigade as there were

several insurance company fire engines operating, so it decided to sell its two fire engines at

auctiorf’. The wealthy businessman Edward FI®@ Sy G dz £ £ @ LIJIzZNOKIF &SR GKS / A
engines at auction fa€170°2. He may have wanted to protect his own large wool store in East

Circular Quay, where heventuallylost about£50,000 of wool in a very large fire in 1870rhe

Colonial Government abolished the City Coumcctober 1853ollowing its inability to supply
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water and sewerage services, replacing it with three Commissioners for the next four years. The
Commissioners borrowed more money but walso urable toprovidetheseservice$®*.

The proposedFire Brigade Aatf 1854wasmeanttoSy | 6t S GKS / 2dzy OAf Q& [/ 2Y YA

establish a fire brigade, with a superintendent and other officers who could levy a fire rate to fund it.
But the insurance companies objected to the Act, as they would have to pay out on any property
their firemenpulled down to prevent the spread of fite It was not mentioned in Parliament after
August 1855 and was never enacted

In March 1867, CharlesBown¥ ( KS Ly adzNJ yOS (th2népdewok hénmas CA NB
Bown) wrote to the SydneyCouncil offering their four fire engines and equipment to the Council for
their use, along with an annual subsidyE500 towards defraying the expenses. Wete that it

cost the insurance companies more than twihes amountto keep their brigade in good repair. He
thought it was proper that superintendence of fire brigades should be placed under the control of
municipal bodies, ®in most cities in Europe and Amerjthey were eitherin this way orcontrolled

or in the hands of the national governmént

N

/| KNI S&a .26yQa 2FFSNI gl a y20 G 1Sy dzL¥urredteti Ay { S

with a head station at 316 Castlereagh Street and a fire engine on loan from the Australian
Steamship Navigation Compambouttwenty men enrolledin the new brigade at a meeting, the
majority belongngto other brigades. The brigade already had its own band, if not its own fire engine
as yet®.

The City Fire Brigade joined the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigedigs formation in January
1881%°. A few monthdater, the Council formed a patrol of fire watchers to detect firegjaicklyas
possible. Th&vening Newseported that this useful body of men was a sort of civil fire brigade that
was very little known to their fellow citizens. There were fourteen who worked in aosgéinised

way, two of whom were on duty every night. One of these remained in the Town Hall while the
other constantly passeldack and fortthetween the Town Hall and the Crown Street Reservoir

If the officer on patrol detected a fire or heard a fire bell, he immediately communicated with the
man at theTown Hall, then ran to the fire. The stationary man ran to the nearest turncock (whose
job was to turn on the water at the mains), roused him, and ran to the fire. The first turncock
repeated the process with his nearest neighbour, and he with his, each running off directly after
doing so, so that in less than 20 minutes a little band of experienced and able men were at work,
either independenly or together with the brigades.

The scheme was reportedly a very practical one and was used with excellent¥eduiesire
Brigades Actvas finally passed in January 1884 (after four years proceeding at glacial speed through
Parliament), handing control of all firefighting over to the Colonial Government.
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Volunteer fire companies

Volunteer fire brigades

Despite the establishment of fire insurance companies in Sydney from the 1830s, insurers refused to
cover some types of buildings which were regardeti@asanga high rislof fire. These were mainly
theatres (highly inflammable timber and drapery), printing presses (even more inflammable paper,
solventbased ink and heat frorthe machinery) and breweries (volatile and inflammable ethanol,
cleaning compounds artteatedliquidsy*. From the early 1840s, some theatre owners decided they
had to deal with their own fire risk by forming volunteer fire brigades.

Eventually, the three inner city breweries and the Government Printing Gtfilteved suit, as did

the large timber merchants Hudson BrothefsRedfernin the mid1850s, various factors

contributed to the development of a netype of firefighting organisatiorin New South Wales the

volunteer fire brigade. The most significdattorss SNBE (G KS O02f fFLJAS 2F GKS [/ 2
the lack of will by Government to set up a viable ldegn replacement brigade. Also, the insurance

sector was unable or unwilling to create a more extensive fire protection system.

Until this time, fire protection in the Colony had followdt British trend of provision by the
insurance industry and local authorities. In Britaive strong council and police organisatiorere

able to fill the void when provision by the insurance system was found wanting. But problems with
the administration of the City of Sydney made this option difficult Plere

Victoria Theatre Fire Company

The Royal Hotel in George Stree theinterior Old Theatréburned downin March 1840. Four fire

engines played on the fire after the mains were turned on, but the fire prevailedtbedrest

efforts of the fireme*® hy S 2F (G KS D2 @S NY YsSsihe first to g, y OS  F A NJ
accompanied by about 200 soldiers from the barracks. In addition, about 300 convicts arrived from

the Hyde Park Barracks and worked tirelessly for several hours, prompting praise in the news

reports.

The small fire engine of the Australian Assurance Compaiwed soon afterwards, followed by the
LEEAFYOS [/ 2YLI yeé Qa atidiapehdoosycauldyetdve theit NIy fod | &
some time. But no fire engine in the colony could reach the top of a large building like the Royal
Hotel. The Victoria Theatrgas at the rear of the hotel, and while its roof did catch fire once, only a
few shingles were burfit.

Soon after tliis disastrougire, the ownerJosephNyatt moved to the adjacent Victoria Theatfeand
LJdZNOKF aSR I FANB Sy3aAayS GKIG FGGdSYRSR aSOSNIft FaA
9 y 3 Agp@tédlyattended the fire at the Royal Victoria TheatneSeptember 184%.
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Royal Victoria Volunteer Fire Company No. 1

In October 1854, Andrew Torninthe manager and lessee of the Royal Victoria Theatre in Pitt
Street, decided to establish a volunteer fire company to extinguish fires in uninsured buildings such
as his own theatre. He called it the Royal Victoria Volunteer Fire ComparyaNd invited men to

enrol in the company.

He purchased a fire engine that had been built to protect the 1851 Great Exhititiba Crystal

Palace in LondarBy the following month, a corps of 32 men had been engaged to make themselves
available for action whenever a fire required their services. An alarm bell was installed and
caretaker appointed to be constantly in attendaringhe yard of the theatrewhere the enginavas
housed. The members would observe a practice day each rffonth
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Figurel0 Victoria Theatre Fire Brigade, c1854 (Museum of Fire)
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adoption of an American institutid A banner was made of white silk and edged witre cord
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the fire engine. The Chief Commissioner of the Sydney Council presented the company with a map
showing the location of the water plugs in the city, ahd businessmaiMr. Malcolm presented

them with four horses for their usé”.

It is likely that the idea of a volunteer brigade was put to Torning by the American actor James Stark
who was appearing at the theatre with his wife in 1854. The Starks had bad memories of theatre
fires, having commissioned a theatre in San Francisco in 1851 which was lost before opening in the
Great Firehe same yearShortly afterwardsthey lost another theatre in Sacramento to fi?é

James Stark probably persuaded Torning to form a fire brigade to protect his uninsured theatre,
while Torning would also remember the fire at the theatre in 1844 when some props caught fire, but
no major damage occurrét?.

Torning was officially elected Superintendent in 18%6nd continued in that role until 1859 when
he left for America. His departure followed a period of significant financial hardship for his company
Torning & Son, which was declared insolvent in 1856
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In March 1857, the brigade changed its name to the Australian Volunteer Fire Compari{°Nay 1

MyccX GKS ONARIIFIRSQE Fyydzrf NBLRNI YSyiliAz2ySR GKI G
over the previous year, and that they were raising funds for a stpameredfire enginé®. When

Torning returned to Sydney in 1867 he was again elected to the positiSaperintendent”. This

continued until 187&8when he was appointed Captain of the brig&te

Figurell Volunteer Fire Coy No. @niform, 1870s (W. H. Shroder)

From February 1868, the brigade was known as the Royal Alfred Australian Volunteer Fire Company
No. ], in honour of the first Royal visit to the Australian colonies by Prince Aladen Victori® a

second son) between January and April 1868 he Prince consented to become patron of the fire
company*L.

In August 1880, the brigade was one of seven dissenting fire brigades represented at a meeting to
form the United Volunteer Fire Brigadaad elect a superintenderjeneral and four assistarits. In
1884, the brigade registered with the Metropolitan Fire Brig@déB), the new governing body for

fire brigades in Sydney. However, like many other volunteer brigades, the company was unable to
maintain the requirements set by the MFB and was disbanded in'1886

Sydney Volunteer Fire Company No. 2

As a result of an unspecified disagreement within the Volunteer Fire Compardy(alluded to by
Andrew Torning in an interview wiffihe Empirén 1871%# Volunteer Fire Company Nowas
formed in January 1856 using a new fire engine borrowed from MeBsis& Sonsintil the
company could purchase its oWA A few months later, Governor Sir Williddenison granted the
company a piece of land immediately adjacent to the new Water Police @oRHillip Street North
to build afire engine hous&?®. Thsbuildingwas opened in December 1886
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In August 1862, thanited Insurance Companiédre Brigadef Sydney donated a cheque £#5 to

the Volunteer Fire Company N to mark their appreciation for the service rendered by the

company at a recent fifé®. It was also reported that the insurance compartiasimade a liberal

O2y iNROdzGA2Y (G2 (GKS 02aid 2% indiathg O thelifisyfaha@®d Sy IAY S
industry saw the benefit of volunteer fire brigades who could assist their own brigadésh(wh

reportedly had fairly small fire engines at their disposal) in minimising insurance losses caused by

fire.

Figurel2 First Australian horsedrawn fire engine 1867 (Museum of Fire)

In June 1864, thdlo. 2company was fundraising to purchase a new stgaweredfire enginé?.
Thisengine was imported in July 1868henthe company was still organising fundraising benefit
concerts to pay for #1. The older manual engine was moved to a new branch fire station in Bathurst
Street, while the new steam engine was kept at Head Station in Phillip Street Not.

In its annual report in January 1878, the company declared that it had one steam fire engine, one
large manual and one mediusized manual engirté’. In August 1880, the No. 2 company joined six
other dissenting brigades to join the United Volunteer Erigades?. In 1884, the brigade was
registered with the Metropolitan Fire Brigad®FB), the new governing body for fire brigades in
Sydney.

Sydney Volunteer Fire Company No. 3

The 1870s was a decade of expansion in central Sydney and the surrounding siMaumpsmall
factories and warehouses were constructed, accompanied by an influx ofgmabshopsin January
1875, a meeting was held at the Barley Mow HatePark and Castlereagh Streets by city residents
who thought there was room for a third volunteer fire company to complement the two existing
brigaded?.

Those at the meeting resolved to establish the Sydney Volunteer Fire Companydilog 3 fire
engine borrowed from the Australasian Steamship Navigation Com@eBiy). 22 men enrolled in
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the company at the meetindn fact, he No. 3 fire company was already actikiayingattended two
fires, gaining bonus payments for second &mdthird placée?®.

By April, the company wasying outa new fire engine, made to order by MessFs] Bown and
Cd?. Then in August, a new fire station was opened in William Street Woolloomaadmning
wkAYyF2NRQa 2 22f f 2BYymB2I theNo. & Compahy cdul@l bioSst a brass band,
which reportedy played at a torchlight procession in aid of the Manly Volunteer Fire Brigade
Band?°. The members were still paying difieir instruments and uniforms when a Grand
Complimentary Benefit was held at the Royal Victoria Theatraise funds for the barid’.

JMM 2o 4 ““é/ M&ézwt

Figurel3 Fire Brigade smoke helmets, 1905 (Museums of History NSW)

At the annual meeting of the company in January 1880, it was reported that the brigadevbad t
manual fire engines and a thousand feet of leather fire hose. During the past year, the 45 members
of the brigade attended 89 fireas well ag15 chimney fires and 39 false alarms. Average attendance
at each fire alarm was 20 men. First to attend fires: 36, second 38 and thaddihere wasE30 in

the Sck andAccidentFund'®L. Two months later, a beneféventwas held at the Victoria Theatte

raise funds for this fund?

In August 1880, the No. 3 Volunteer Fire Company was one of seven volunteer brigades that were
unwilling to join the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigades instead formed the United Volunteer
Fire BrigadesA meeting of these brigades was held to elect a superintendeneral (Bward

Oram) and four assistant&®.

In April 1881, The No. 3 Fire Company helped to establish a fire brigade in Surry Hltsnphay
applied to the council for a portion of land on the Crown Street Resefwoa station, but itvasnot
granted, as there was insufficient land for the purpose there. Gé&ssidyf the Victoria Innon the
corner of Botany (now Flinders) and Bourke Streets gave the brigade a portion of his premises on
which a branch fire station was erected. In the new stattbry placed one of their best manual
engines with all other appliances for the extinguishment of fire in the neighbourhood of Surry Hills
and its surroundings®.
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The Surry Hills branch was reportedly formed again in August 1883, when the No. 3 company loaned
it a fire engine until funds were collected in the district for its own fire entjfin@he last mention of

the No. 3 Volunteer Fire Brigade was in May 1886, when its members were present at the funeral of
a fellow fireman®®. By this time, the Metropolitan Fire Brigade was replacing the volunteer fire
brigades with professional firemen.

South Sydney Volunteer Fire Company No. 4

In June 1881, M. SKelly the Superintendent of the No. 3 Volunteer company, chaired a meeting
of peopleinterested in forming a new volunteer fire brigade, to be called the South Sydney
Volunteer Fire Company No. #he new company euld work with the United Volunteer Fire
BrigadesAssociation. To cover expenses, it was planned to issue 300 sh&desath.

A deputation called upon the Lord Mayor and asked him for the use of a stall in the Belmore Markets

for a fire engine station, on the same conditions as that occupied by the No. 2 Fire Cdfpany

| 26 SPHSNE GKS al &2N (dzNYy S RheRollofviyig mbitiS SircHBidRakesR S Q&  NB |j
christened a new fire engine purchased by the brigade, accompanied by a procession of firemen and

other festivities®.

By August 1883, the brigade was operating from a fire station in Campbell Street (near the corner of
Pitt Street}*°. A towerwith a platformforty feet high was built at the back of the station, giving a
extensiveview of the city and suburb&. In May 1887, the brigade was reorganised and renamed

the Darlington Volunteer Fire Brigade

The brigade perated from a temporary fire statiomn the corner of Calder Road and Shepherd
Street, on a piece of land given by the council at nominal rent. The brigatienhefficient plant
consisting of a fire engine, hose reel and other equipment, ahitiey neededhenwas a
permanentfire station The brigade was the proud owner of several trophies won on different
occasions andvas expected to serve both Redfern and Darlington borotfghkater that month, it

was reportedthat a new fire station was being erected on the corner of Shepherd Street and Curtis
Road*.

However, by the end of 1890, the Mayor of DarlingtdamesSpring reported toa Council meeting
complaints that the Darlington fire station was being used more as a lodging house than anything
else, and that thelouncil may hand it over to the Fire Brigades Bé&rdn April 1892the fire

station was finally closed following the suspension of the fire brigadkte Darlington Council
offered to lease the station premises to the Fire Brigades Béard

The Fire Brigades Boarmbtified the Darlington Council that owing to the erection of a new fire
station in Newtown and the close proximity of the No. 2 Metropolitan Fire Brigéatéon in George
Street West (now Broadway), it was inadvisdblethe Boardto continuethe lease of the Darlington
fire station**®. The following month, the Fire Brigades Board decided to remove the telephone line
from the closedDarlington fire station for the erection of two fire alarms in the distfict

By January 1893, the disbanded Darlington fire brigade had been replaceslyisjem of street fire
alarmg*®® ¢ KS FTANB aGFGA2y o0dzAf RAYy3a 060dzNYySR R26Yy Ay ™
be insured, owing to the foresight of the former MaytamesSpring many yearsarliert*°,

24



East Sydney Volunteer Fire Company No. 5

The No. 5 Volunteer Fire Compaimitially called the East Sydney Fire Brigade Nwas formed in

1883, with a fire station located at Bourke and Botany Streets (now Flinders Street) in Surry Hills. The
ONARIFRS FROSNIAASR FT2NJ az2yS2y S¥ i first arindalSr@etingY S Y 6 S N
of the brigade was held at the fire station in July 1884. It was reported that, despite having no

telephone communication with other fire stations in the city, the brigade had distinguished itself

when called upon to extinguish firgs

In 1887, the brigadé & NBFTF2NXSR FyR NBYIl YSR |.Shestatibravdsa (& Q&
relocated to Market Street alongside the theatrghere two men would sleep on the premises.

¢SFYa FTNRY (KS ONARIIFIRS dzyRSNIJ Aila 2NRIAYLE yIYS ¢
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600 feet of hose, hydrants, branches and other equipr&nt

Figurel4 Her Majesty's Theatrec1887 (Powerhouse Museum)

It is not clear why this brigade was formgdsoon beforethe establishment of thé/etropolitan

Fire Brigadén 1884 when all Sydney fire brigades were brought under Government control
Possibly the glacial speed at which ffiee Brigades A¢tad been moving through the New South
Wales Parliament since 1880 led the citizens of Surry Hills to decide they could not wait any longer
and so took the initiative themselve&fter 1884 the volunteer fire brigades were gradually

replaced by paid firemen livirig or close to the fire stations.
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North City Volunteer Fire Brigade

The North CityolunteerFire Brigad&s & FT2NXYSR Ay wmyyn GAGK | FANB

Dalley StreetnearBridge Streetdff Lower George Street, to attend fires in the vicinity of The Rocks
and Circular Quay®. In August that year, the brigade held a grand concert to raise funds for
equipment and to acquire a fire engitté By the end of 1881, the brigade wanted to erect a

permanent station house in Macquarie Place and wrote to the Sydney Council requesting permission
to do sd®®.

The brigade joined the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigaahesattended the second annual

meeting of this organisation in January 1882By 1886, the brigade was operating from a fire

station in Cumberland Stre®t. Then in April 1888, a new station was ereategrbyin Cumberland

Street near Essex Stré#t In 1893, an application for registration with the Fire BrigeBleardwas
ganted®™® | 26 SOSNE o6& wmMydpc GKS . 2FNR ¢la LXFYyyAy3
Sydney Council sent a deputation to the Board to request that the fire station be allowed to

continue The Council argued th#tis would be in the best interests afanycitizens in the northern

part of the city°°,

Figurel5 North City Fire Station (City of Sydney Archives)

The North City Fire Brigade continued operating for some time after this and was reported attending
a fire in Princes Street in January 189and thenholding an annual meeting in January 1903 at the
station in 147 Cumberland Stréé&t However, by 1906 the volunteer brigade had closed, and the
Metropolitan FireBrigadereopened the Cumberland Street statiomrhaintain a chemical hose

carriage with two horses and a staff of five M&n

A nostalgic article in thBaily Telegrapim 1932recalledthe former North City Volunteer Fire
Brigade. The article said that the old brigade would conjure up memfmiesany: the false alarms,
the downhill runaways, the rush to the fire with no right to connect their hoses, and the hundred
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and one pranks the local lads played on the serimiisded firefighters, led by the famous Lawrence
McGuinnessThe newspaper thought thaheir best job was parading their uniforms in various
theatres during the hours of performant®

Hook and Ladder and Fire Escape Company

Thefirst fire enginesn Sydneywere simplywater trucks with pumps that were operated by several
firemen to direct water through a hose onto a fire. Steam engines gradually replaced the manual
labour of pumping, and the construction of a network of water pipes in central Sydney allowed
firemen to attach their hoses directly to the water mains, however unreliable the water supply was
in the early years.

But there wadittle equipment available for rescuing people trapped in the upper floors of burning
buildings.Escape ladderseave introduced to Australia in 185dr 185 by homasBown, the
Superintendenbf the InsuranceCompanied-ire BrigadeBown acquird a single Wivell Fire Escape
Ladderunit whichwasused by his company for the next deca8eit Andrew Torninggomplained in
1877 that the insurance brigades were more concerned with saving property than with saving life
and hence the escapeladder was falling into disrepair from negl&et

Figurel6 Wivell's fire escapel860 (The Leisure Hol860)

Torning had seen a specialised fire rescue brigade that carried hooks and ladders during his time in

San Francisco, amd 1877he decided to form the Hook and Laddére Escap€ompanyin Sydney.

While other brigades set about putting out fires, this company would rescue those trapped\ithin
C2NYAYy3 LINBLRASR (GKS F2NXNIGAZ2Y 2F | O2YLIl ye 2F (¢
Sa0lF LIS 2N K221 yR I RRSNJ | PlLblenNfferédidipfovide2 Y dzOK Ay
drawings of the apparatus and build it as well as train the volunteers in its use.
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He set about forming such a Brigade and had lotaillf apparatus constructed as well as
commissioninghe currentmodelof2 A @St f Q &, nfade NySVieSEs. ShakdSlasonof

Londort®8 Andrew Torning advertised for volunteers to join the new Hook and Ladder Company.
Young men living and working around the Town Hall were deemed the most eligible, presumably fit
people with a good head for height& The brigade would not only enable residents to escape a
burning building but would also allow firemen to climb to the upper parts of adjacent buildings, from
which they could direct their hoses to the best effét

The mairpracticaldifficulty for a hook and ladder brigade was finding a shed long enough to fit the
ladders, which were up to 45 feet long and stored on top of the truck. The undercarriage was fitted
with hooks, buckets, axes and other necessary equipiienitorning demonstrated the rescue
equipment at the 1878 Metropolitan Intercolonial ExhibitiomnSydney, including a wire fire escape
(possibly a type of flying fox) and a hook and ladder fire eséape

Figurel7 Scaling ladder, New Yoy887 Sydney Mail 15 October 1887)

But the Hook and Ladder Company did not become operational for a few years and was only
reported attending fires from January 1881, when the long ladders enabled firemen to get onto the
roofs of attached buildings to direct water onto a fifé During 1881, the company was widely
praised in the press for their prompt attendance at city fires, and the usefulness of the equipment
they provided to other firemen.

The company saved the life of a member of the Insurddampanies-ire Brigadéen May 1881,

when Robert McKnighwas on the roof of a burning building when part of it gave way. He managed
to get to a window, where he could not hold on long, and would soon have dropped into the flames
below. His perilous position was noticed, and the hook and ladder company, after great exertions
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with their ladders brought the fireman to safety. He admitted that he would not have survived
gAOK2dzG GKS GAYSfeée daa¥ 2F GKS O2YLlyeéeqQa aGlrftt I R

The Hook and Ladder Company attended the famous Garden PalaiceSgptember 1882, along
with several other brigadé®. But by late 1882, the company was criticised in the press for its slow
response in rescuing a family from a bedding factory fire in George Street, Brickfield Hill. The
children were rescued from the second storey by a fire escape erected by the company, but the
mother Bridget Wrightied on the third storey when the rescuers said they did not know she was
there!’s,

By the middle of 1883, the Hook and Ladder Companyrersdered effectively useless because

Town Hall contractors fenced in their station (to lay the foundations for the new Town Hall) after it

was not relocatedgespiterequess by the contractors® . &8 (KS SyR 2F GKS &SI N»
apparatus had been temporarily relocated to the Surry Hills Fire Brigade waiting for a new

station to become availabté.

Despite its problems, the Hook and Ladder Company retained its usefulness to other fiférBan
arequest in March 1886 to build a station on land adjacent to the Benevolent Sésigtymwas
not approved®®. The company was not reported in the press after this.
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Industry fire brigades

In addition to thenumerousvolunteer fire brigades that sprang @poundthe city and suburbs,
someindustries decided to establish their own brigades to protect themselves from destructive

fires. The city breweries were the most notable, as they were uninsurable for some time, and did not
wish to rely on a volunteer brigade that had to travel some distance after gathexongram of

firemen atan inconvenienhour. This may have lethe breweries facing a fire that was well

established by the time fire brigadearrived It was nore usefulto have a fire engine on site with a
groupof firefightersready to tackle a blaze in the early stages.

Government Printing Office Volunteer Fire Brigade

John Kitchenvas appointed in December 1840 as the first Government Printer in the newly
established Government Printing Offja the corner of Bent and Phillip Streets. He had a staff of
two free men as assistant printers, with twenty convict men and boys allocated as production
staff'8%, In October 1879, a fire at the Government Printing Office atéended by the Insurance

Companies Fire Brigadieom Bathurst Street, followed by Volunteer Fire Companies NmdNo.
2182.

A second and more destructive fire occurred in March 1882 in the Printing Office at the rear of the

Treasury buildings. This fire was attended by the Newtown Brigatlewed by several more

brigades who had beetakingpartinl FANBE ONA Il RSAQ RSY2YyaildNI GA2Y |
showgroundn Moore Park®,

Aspreviouslymentioned, printing offices were uninsurable because of their perceived high fire risk,
and in 1882 the New South Wales Government decided to establish a volunteer fire brigade in the
Government Printing Office. A manual fire engine was purchased frorevidather & Sonsf

London, and in July a public trial of the engine and associated equipment was condiuiad,

which the pump threw a powerful jet of water a whole storey higher than the buitéing

A Government report published in 1890 mentioned that the Government Printing Office Volunteer
Fire Brigadevas organised for the purpose of protémt from fire, not only the Government Printing
Office, but also Government buildings generally, and private property in the immediate
neighbourhood. It had twenty members and the necessary offj@rd the Government Printer was
the Honorary Captain.
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Figurel8 Government Printing Officec1890 (Dept of Environment and Heritage)

As the brigade was setipporting, and its members did not receive an allowance from the
authorities or from the insurance offices, it was not under the control of the Inspector of Fire
Brigades The station house was on the premises and opened into the lane at the reamarhel

fire engine, calledhe Gazettewas builtto carry26 men and could throw 115 gallons per minute to
a height of 125 feet.

ThePrintingOfficebuildingwas also supplied with the most modern fire protection appliances,
including standpipes, hosand hose connections, which were placed at convenient points on every
floor, and numerous bucketsere kept filled with water.It was found that ayreater force of water
could beachievedby connecting the host the tanks in the tower instead @b the water main.
Frequent practice was held on the premiseséepthe members of the brigade skilful in the use of
the various appliances supplied by the Governm&nt

The Printing Office brigade was one of the many brigadesabsisted athe disastrous fire at the

Garden Palacin the SydneyDomain in September 188%. The brigade was not reported attending

many fires, but in September 1895 found itself havingittinguisht 6 dza KFANB 4 GKS 0 N
thirteenth anniversary outing at Sandringham, on Botany Bay. After several bbeffert dealing

with the fire, which had threatened both the local hotel and an adjacent cottage, the firemen

returned to the festivitie&®’.

It is not known when the fire brigade was disbanded, but it was not reported attending any fires
after this. It waone of a number of early volunteer brigades formed by an employer to primarily
protect its own property while at the same time offering protection to the neighbourhaodwas
the only one set up by a Government authotffy

Kent Brewery Fire Brigade

John Tootiimmigrated to Australia from Kent in the early 1838sfirst, he traded as a general
merchant, and then with his brothén-law John Newnharhe opened a brewery in 183bat was
located on Blackwattle Creek (now the area of the Broadway, Sydney). He named it the Kent
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and United Breweryn 1983%° In November 1880,uperintendentCharlesBowncalled a meeting to

recruit men over 21 to the Kent Brewery Fire Brigddérhe brigade was first reported in action

when attending a fire in Barrack Street in January 1881

Figurel9 Kent Brewery, 1930s (City of Sydney Archives)

Two months later, the brigade was the first on the scene of a very unusuaivokvinga gasfilled

balloonthat caught fireduringitsRSa OSy i@ 9+ NI ASNE (KS RIMBWRSIAE o
as the Australian Blondjrhad taken the balloon up from the Outer Domain, watched by some 9,000
spectators. After a trip out and back, the ballcdrii  NIiSR RNAFGAY 3T (26 NR& (GKS
begana hurried descentbut was caught between two houses on the corner of Palmer and William

Streetsin Woolloomooloo. Unfortunately, a resident of one of the houses opened a door, letting gas

from the balloon come into contact with a lighted chandelier, causing a tremendous expthaion

blew the balloon to pieces.

Panic ensued, trampling hundreds of people underfoot. The burning balloon rose up and eventually

fell back to earth in a back yard in Palmer Street. There were several minor injuries and burns among

the assembled throng. The Kent Brewery fire engine was the first to aamgCharlesBown of the

InsuranceFire. NA 3+ RS RANBOGSR ¢l GSNJ G2 GKS o0dzNYyAy3a NR2F
surprisingly, the thrite SST1 Ay 3 [ Q9 & (i NI y IvBen Beltuinbled SUBE HE £ & A y 2 dzZNB R
descending ballod?. Hereportedly gave ballooning away after that and returned to what he knew
best,which wasgtightrope walking®:,

In September the same year, the Kent Brewery fire brigade was reportedly the first to arrive at a fire
in South Head Roa¥. The brigade became inactive after thisyeferred toin a court case in April
18821,
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Standard Brewery Fire Brigade

The former convict Samuel Tergtablished the Albion Breweny 1827 on the corner of Elizabeth

and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. After Terry died in 1838, his nephew took over the brewaty

went into serious decline. Brewing ceased completely in 1852, and by thé&8bids the company

was trading as the Albion Steam Flour Maltgl then from the late 1850s as the Albion Soap and
PaperWorks. The buildings burned down in the 1860s and the site remained vacant until the Toohey
brothers purchasedt in 1873.

The Irish immigrant brothers John and Jarfiesheyran pubs in Melbourne before moving to
Sydney in the 1860s. They commenced brewiegrpresentday Darling Harbour and when the
demand for beer soared by 1875, they established the Standard Brewmethe old Albion Brewery
sitein Surry Hills. The company, as Tooheys Limidedhmenced brewing lager in 1930. In 1955, the
brewery moved to Lidcomide®.

Figure20 Standard Brewery (State Library of NSW)

The Standard Brewery Fire Brigagias formed in July 1883 to protect the uninsurable brewery from
damagebyfS® 1 | YSSGAy3a OKI ANBR ,&émenbes vaiedd pih RSQa O
the Metropolitan Associated Fire Briga¥. At another meeting the following year, it was

mentionedthat the brigade was entirely funded by the brewery owners, and there were men on

duty night and day. But they operated under the disadvantage of having no telepfibreemeant

they had to depend on thdire alarmbells of otherfire stationsin order toassist afires in the

surrounding are&®.

[A1S + ydzYoSNI 2F 20GKSNJ FANB oNAX3IlI RSas GKS oNBsSN
reported playing at a fundraising event for an injured workman in D88#*°°. Despite the lack of
telephonecommunication, the brigade was activeatiendingfires in neighbouring suburbs, such as

a house fire in Strawberry Hills in August 1884nd in Surry Hills in April 188%.

The evepresent dangeat fire siteswas highlightedn May 1886 when a fireman from the
Metropolitan Fire Brigadevas killed and four firemen from the Standard Brewery Fire Brigade were
severely injuredat a fire in LeichhardtTheinjured menwere taken to the Prince Alfred Hospital
suffering various fractures and lacerations. When it was thought thénficebeenlargely

extinguished and the firemen were resting and drinking a tot of spirits, the front wall of the
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mass of brick, mortar and charred timB&%

In those daysinjured firemen wouldeceiveno income while recovering in hospital at home. To
support them and their families, donations were collected from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Benefit Clubseveral individuals, insurance companies and fire brigades. Superintendent William
Bearclosed the benefit fund witl£136 collected. The Mayor of Leichhardt also dondi2a, being
the proceeds of concerts and collections in Leichhardt and Annafidale

¢KS flrad YSyilAazy 2F (GKS 0NBgSNE QatafaéwslBoJanéd I+ RS A
M. Toohey®*. It must have been disbanded not long after this, as an article in January 1897 referred
G2 A0 a GKS a2tR {®FYyRIFINR . NBEgSNE CANB . NA3IIRSE

Paddington Brewery Fire Brigade

The Paddington Brewemyas founded in 1857 by Yorkshireman Joseph Marstilthe corner of

Oxford and Dowling Streets. He was soon selling his home brew to hotels and taverns, and his
business expanded rapidly, mainly because of the excellent quality of his brew. A number of prizes
were awarded at agricultural shows for his draught beer, bottled ale and porter. He won first prize at
the Intercolonial Exhibition of 1876

Paddi_ua:g_ Br
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Figure21 Paddington Brewery Fire Brigade, 1894 (City of Sydney Archives)

By the time he died in 1880, his brewery was one of the largest in Sydney. His sons kept the business
going, and in 1909 the brewery property was sold and operations relocated to Leichhardt. The

brewery was purchased by Tooth & &ud closedsoon afterwards\ y MpmmP® ¢ KS ¢220KQa
GSNBY QG | & Ay idSNSaiarthgales g thayrweik i€ Acfuiritydis metvoriNaR

hotels for selling their own products.

Like other uninsured breweries, the Paddington Brewemners decided to form their own fire

brigade, which was established in August 1886. The land for a small wooden fire station was given by
MessrsJ. and J.. Marshall, who also paid for it®nstriction. A large tower contained a bell which

would be rung as soon as a call was received to rouse the members of the brigade. A manual engine

LJ O1 SR gAGK Fff ySOSaalNB 3ISIFEN gl a {SL¥teahy GKS &
fire engines. Two men and two boys slept at the station every night, to allow prompt readiness for

action?,
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surrounding are®’, mainly in Darlinghurdt®. While the brewery financed the initial establishment

of the brigade, after this the members had to rely on fundraising e¥&tasd an annual subsidy of

£100from the Fire BrigadeBoard which was reportedly insufficient feepthem in a good

financial position, although they were out of debt by 1891

The last mention of the Paddington Brewery Fire Brigade in the press was in January 1899, when the
members attended a demonstratiéH. The brewery was demolished in 1911 to allow the
construction ofT. JWesQa hf & YLIRI ¢ KSI (i NB
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In 1854, he industrious carpenter William HenHudson opened a small shop in Regent Street
Redferrt!3, He eventuallyhad so much business that he reedlhis sons Willianand Henryfrom

their trade occupationgo join the eyanded operations of his firm. The company moved to a larger
site in Botany Road Redfern, and in 1866 he handed the business over to his sons, forming Hudson
Brothers Limited“.

The family-owned company became the largest timber merchants and engineering comparmin N
South Walesbetween 1866 and itslosurein 1896, employing about 1,000 staff at its pebkidson
Brothersworked on many large contracts fahe construction of railway wagons, buildings and
farming machiner$t®. The companylsoconstructed the first buildings for an isolated smallpox
hospital at Little Bay in 188%, whichwould eventually become Prince Henry Hospital

TEMPORARY WATERWORKS.-Fig. 1.

Figure22 Hudson's Temporary Scheme, 18&y(iney Mail 12 December 1885)

¢tKS O2YLIlyeqQa fSGGSNKSFR Ay myyn OFftfSR Al GKS «a
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contract to supply the woodwork for Sydney Universitiieywere the successful tenderers for

rolling stock of Government railways, commencing in 1876. The firm constructed blacksmith and
engineering shops to supply ironwork for each wagon. With their highly mechanised factory, the

brothers were able to turn out over 700 wagons, 100 cattle csirg0al wagons and 100 coal skips,

among other carriages.
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Despite this massive undertaking for the Government railwayssgieeialtyof the firmwas the
craftingof wood into every essential timber product for house building, and their producticmne
seen in all the colonies the SouthPacific In 1878, over six million feet of timber passed through
0KS TFANNXQA R 23880/hinkrs,cdbiiaimalies cirferters and upholsterers, 80
blacksmiths, fitters, engineers and brass finishers, 73 mill fiand machinists. A railway siding ran
alongside the sawmilgndrailway trucks brought immense logs from the intefiSr

One notabldnitiative wasknown ashe Hudson Brothet@emporary Scheme hastily constructed
projectto respond to the severe drought in 1885. It consisted of 16 dams, over 3 kilometres of
wooden fluming (open watercourse on wooden trestles) across creeks and railways lines from the
half-finished Upper Nepean Schertethe Botany Bay Swamp ScheiffeThis was considered to be

a bold undertaking for a single firm and showed the enterprise and resources of the cotfpany

Due to the high fire risk associated witlsanmill and storage yard consisting largely of highly
combustible timber, the company decided to establish its own volunteer fire brigade, which was first
mentioned in the press when attending a fire at Darling Harbour in October?d87The investment

in their own fire brigade paid off a year later when a fire broke out at aboutE20 fn 2@ |
Y2NYAYy3 Ay (GKS OIF NLISYyGSNDa akKz2L) 2y (GKS a 2
GKS O2YLIlyeQa FANB Sy3aiayS glha ljdzaolte 2y2GK
The brigade joined the United Volunteer Fire Brigaoie its formation in 1882,

By 1887 Hudson Brothers in common with other trades was operating at a loss of more than £12,000
during theprevioustwelve months, and a reduction of 7.5% in employee wages was proposed. To
further reduce expenses, it was decided to move the manufacturing side of the Redfern business to
the Clyde work&“, where many farming and pastoral implements, road and farm wagons, windmills
and other equipment had been produced since 1885

At the haltyearly meeting of directors in February 1893, it was announced that Hudson Brothers

were employing 300 men (@igreduction from the peak of 1,000 in the 1880s). New staff would

g2N] |G NBRdAzZOSR ¢ 3Sasz woydRbedRtoNIBWGUThent QugdtStSa | Yy R &
was announced that the comparpuld notkeep the worlers anything like fully employed in the

current general economic depression. TRelwayCommissionerdiadstopped awarding new

O2y iNXOlla FT2NJlye NRfttAy3a aita201z a2z GKS O2YLI yecC
F ANA Odzf G dzNIF £ RSLI NIYSyid 61 & R2Afamimpléieftswad yR G KS
increasing?’.

Hudson Brothers Limited finally went into liquidation in late 1888n August 1898, the large works
at Clyde were sold by the liquidator for £16,000, including the buildings, plant, machinery and thirty
acres of land with cottages. A few yeagrlier, the machinery alonbad beenvalued atthis

amount?®,

'y FNIGAOES 2y GKS O2YLIyeQa NARAaS FyR FlLfft Ay {SL
times, when it became successful under private management. Borrowed money was spenbyreely
Governmentsn the colonies for the construction of railways and other public works, and Messrs

Hudson obtained a good share of this work. Bublic borrowingwasrestrictedduringthe

economic depression, and the Railway Commissioners had to exercise greater economy in the
replacement of their material. Competition became keener and consequently the company could
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with work supplied to therf°.

Figure23 Hudson Bros fire, 1898fdney Mail 15 October 1898)

In October 1898, the former Hudson Brothers timber yards and joinery works in Redfern were
completely destroyed by a large fir@pparently caused by a spark from a passing locomotive
combined witha strong westerly galdhat spread the flames very quickly. A bicycle manufacturer
wasoperatingin the formercompanyfire station, am reportedlyMessrs. Hudsoregarded the fire
brigade as a valuable safeguardtheir premiseg®.

In its time, the company contributed the woodwork to several major buildings in Sydney in the late
nineteenth century, including Prince Henry Hospital, the La Perouse Cable Statiédarden Palace
in the Domain, The Exhibition BuildimgPrice Alfred Park and others.

Sydney Meat Preserving Company Volunteer Fire Brigade

The Sydney Meat Preserving Compamg established in 1869 to process excess meat and was a
major company in Sydney selling a range of canned meat merchandise. Founded by pastoralists, its
factory was locatedt Auburn about ten miles west of the Sydney CB0n November 1892, a

major fire at the Sydney Meat Preserving Compdestroyed the plant and a quantity of meat in
various stages of preservation. The fire brigades arrived and succeeded in saving a section of the
works, but very heavy damagecurred at a cost ofbout£8,0002,
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Figure24 Sydney Meat Preserving Clate 1880s (Heritage for NSW)

Then in July 1894,smallerfire at the works caused abo#ifl,200 damage. The Rookwo(fist on
the scene), Granvilland Parramattdire brigades attended the scene and extinguished thetrén
response to theefires, the company formed a volunteer fire brigade in January 3895ke other
industry-based brigades, this weatiquipped unit made itself available to assasfires in the
surrounding neighbourhood, but did not have a telephone to receive accurate and timely
information when a fire broke out.

Ly CSoNXzt NB mMydy= F RSt SII inét @ity theFANBUMN Cauriictd O2 Y LI y & G
request a telephone line from the Auburn Towall to its fire statiod®®® ¢ KS O2 YLI yé& Qa FAN
was reportedly reorganised in December 180@nd its last mention in the press was in March 1905

when the members took part in a processigh The Sydney Meat Preserving Company was taken

over by F. J. Walk&imited in 1919. Business boomed during the two World Wars, but canned meat

failedto be prditable after World War Il. The business ceased operation in 1964, and the Auburn

sitewas put up for sale in 197%.
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Inner suburban fire brigades
As Sydney grew during the long economic boom following the 1850s gold rush and into the 1870s,
severalsuburbs a few miles from the city were incorporated as municipalities. Most of the suburbs
outside the inner suburban ring of Surry Hills, Pyrmont, Darlinghurst, The Rocks, Chippendale and
Ultimo becameamunicipalities, mostly in the 1860s. The Newtown, Redfern, Alexandria, Waterloo,
Paddington, Macdonaldtown/Erskineville, Darlington, Camperdown and Glebe Councils often
erected grandiose Town Halls atieby alltried to provide municipal services, usually with limited
financial resources (and so with limited succé&$s)

The insurance and volunteer fire brigades in the city were too far away to provide a prompt
firefighting service to the faggrowing number of suburban houses and businesses, so by the 1870s
some of these new municipalities established their own fire brigades.

Newtown Fire Brigade

In March 1875, William Bailethe Mayor of Newtown Council, called a meeting to form a local

volunteer fire brigade, to be called the Camperdown and Newtown Volunteer Fire Comfany

firefighting service had been needed in Newtown for years, but the Newtown Cdancd that the

lack of areticulatedwater supply stopped the forming of a company. The Council had for years tried

to get the Sydney Council to supply themwithwatet RS & LA 0 S GKS / AG@ Q& I a& dzNJ
failed to materialise.

There were a great many wells in Newtown, but water could only be obtained from lyeusing
buckets, so they were not very helpful ineagefire. But it would be different if they hadfire
companywith its ownfire engine. The Municipal Baws required licensed water carriers to keep

their water carts full and to take them to all fires in the borough, afterwards receiving compensation
from the Corporation. However, the Mayor admitted that they had no licensed water carriers in the
borough yetHe thought thatfithere was a local fire brigade, properties that insurance companies
would not insure could then be insured, and those that were already insured would be covered in
much easier terms.

Figure25 Newtown Fire Station, 1912 (City of Sydney Archives)
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Charles Bown, Superintendeott the Insurance&Companied-ire Brigadevas presentt the meeting

and explained that it was possible that even without mains water a-@ggrating fire company and

an engine could put out almost any fire. Andrew Torning, superintendgtiite No. 1 Volunteer Fire
Companywas also present and outlined the formation of the first volunteer fire company formed in
Sydney. He suggested the local counailldexcavate tanks at or near road junctions, to be filled
either from rain or fromwater carts*.,

By September, the brigade hadecteda fire statiorf*2. Then in January 1876, repairs were required

for their fire engine, engine house, hose and other equiprf®® . & | LINAf wmMyTy > (KS
consisted of a manual fire engine, five lengths of common hose, and a hand pump in the Newtown
station. In the Camperdown station there were three lengths of hose and a standpipe. The brigade

was reportedly in good working order and funds raised so far had put the fire engine into good

repair4,

The brigade was known as the Newtown and Camperdown Volunteer Fire Company until December
1879%. From 1880, it was called the Newtown Volunteer Fire Compéftay incorporation into the
Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigadéts

In March 1888, the Camperdown Municipal Council decided to form a volunteer fire brigade to serve
the borough*’. Newtown had provided firefighting services to Camperdown until then, so
presumably the existing station and (very rudimentary) equipment were simply taken over by the
Camperdown Council.

But the fledglingCamperdowrbrigadeneededfunds for suitable equipment to operate
independently from Newtown, so a benefit event was held in April 1889. This included a cricket
match (playedin full firefightinguniform) between the Balmain and Camperdown brigades, followed
in the evening by a parade of twelve brigades and a soiree to raise funds for new appfiarRgs

the Camperdown brigade struggled wake itselfuseful, and rekd on alerting the Newtown and
Metropolitan Fire Brigadewith their alarm bell in the event of a local fff& The Camperdown
Volunteer Fire Brigade finally disbanded in April 1895 and donatefXfeof remaining credit to the
Prince Alfred Hospit&l.

In July 1890, the Colonial Secretary granted the old police watchhouke dewtown railway

bridge to the Newtown Volunteer Fire Brigads a fire station. But after considerable financial

outlay by the FirdBrigades Boardo fit it out for the brigade, the Board was notified by the
Government a few months later that the site was required by the RagWa&partment and had to

be vacated by November 1890. In June 1891, the brigade was stationed in very limited quarters in
King Street, but a site for a station was reportedly purchased by the Board in AustraligStreet

o]
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disbanded at a meeting in the Australia Street fire station, presided over by Captain Chark®3 Lane
The Newtown Volunteer Fire Brigade was then transformed into an auxiliary branch of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade, as the Fire Services Board decided that the suburb had outgrown the
protection offered by a volunteer fire compg>2,

An article on the history of the Newtown fire brigade in thestralian Town and Country Jourinal
October 1897 mentioned that the brigade was regarded as the leading volunteer brigade in the
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colonybecause ofts first-classequipment. The plant consisted of a Shand Mason gy
improved steanfire engine for which two horses were kept at the station, an American ladder
carriage, a 32oot escape ladder hose reel, about 1,100 feet of hose and a small appliance for
saving life. Newtown was the only suburban brigade with a steemengine.

There were four permanent men besides five auxiliaridse married firemen livékclose by and

were in communicatiorviaelectric bell in case of emergency. A fine billiard table reportedly graced
the recreation room on the first floor. The station and all plasrahanded over to the

Metropolitan Fire Brigade on the condition that it would always be kept in the borough. Charles Lane
had beenin charge of the brigade for the whole of its existeare wasan active fireman for 34

years®*,

The Newtown Fire Brigade was back in the news in June 1942 when they were called to an unusual
fire at the Newtown CourtTheprisoner Alfred Sinclaltad set fire to the wooden roof of his cell at

the police station and climbed through the burnt hole into the court room above, from which he
escaped. Sinclair was reputedly a daring (and obviously\arling) car thief whdnad beerknown

to steal and strip four cars in one day. He was on remand for thirty charges relating to the theft of
wireless sets, tyres and othealeabldtems from stolen cars.

The cafbreaking racket was a family affair, as his wife Ol been jailed for possessing stolen
automobile items, and his two younger brothers were at the tlargguishingn jails in two states
for similar offence€®. Newtown still has its own firefighting servicedeNewtown Fire & Rescue
operates in a building in Australia Street next door to the Police Station and Court.

Glebe Fire Brigade

The Glebe Volunteer Fire Company Nwa formed at a public meeting in May 18%5But the
following year Charles Fentpthe late foreman of the brigad@formedthe Sydney Morning Herald
in August 1876 that the brigade had been disbarfdéd\nother effort waghen made in March
1877 to form a new brigadef the same name. A public meeting was held, at witietas claimed
that the growing importance of Glebe as a suburb and its distance from the brigades in the city
made it necessary to haves own meansf fire extinguishmerte®,

A few months later, a meeting was held in the adjacent suburb of Darlington to encourage residents
there to subscribe to th&lebebrigade and to help raise funds for a fire engfieln November, it

was announced in the press that the local firm of Thomas J. Bownh&acCoompletedhe

manufactue ofthree new fire engines, including a manual engine for the Glebe Volunteer Fire
Company®®. The brigade took delivery of the new engine in April 2878 July 1879, the Glebe Fire
Brigade offered to provide firefighting services to the Darlington Borough Council if the council
erected a fire station in Darlingtdft.

During 1880, the brigade moved from their old premises next to the Council Chambers on Derby
Place near Glebe Point Road to a new station in Mitchell Sffeat this time, when the fire

brigades began téorm an association, Glebe was one of the seven dissenting brigades that would
not join the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigadesich waded by the Insurance Fire Brigade),
instead joining six other brigades to form the United Volunteer Fire Brigédes
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In May 1881, a torchlight procession was held in honour of Queen Vidtdria 6 A NIl KRl @ ® ¢ KS
Lachlan VolunteeFire Companytook part in the procession, while leaving a dozen members of the
45-member brigade at the Raglan Street fire station in case of an emergency. The Glebe Fire Brigade,
on the other hand, declined to take part at all after numerous subscribers threatened to withdraw

future support,as they wereworried that an emergency could occur while the fire engine was

absent. It wasuggestedhat such holidaysarrieda greater than average likelihood of accidental

fires breaking out®®.

When theMetropolitan Fire Brigadevas formed by Government legislation in 1884, the Fire
Brigades Board/as alscestablisted, and the Glebe brigade immediately applied for registration
with the Boardf®, Registration meant that a fire brigade was prepared to place themselves under
the control of the Superintendent (and the rules and regulations) of the new Metropolitan Fire
Brigade In return, the brigade would receive an annual subsidy to assist with the costs associated
with the running of a brigade. The following year, the brigade received a subsidy ¢f£150

In December 1884, fireman William Bickt#ythe Glebe Fire Brigade was charged in Central Police
Court with having stolen a brooch at a fire in Forest Lodge two months é&tlier court, Bickley
testified that hehadplaced the brooch and a pair of earrings in his pocket to save them from the
flames. He returned the earrings but kept the brooch, selling it sometime afterwards. He admitted
the crime but optimistically claimed that because he was drunk at the time he was unaccountable
for his actions. He was sentenced to two months imprisonment with hard 1&8our

Figure26 Glebe Fire Station, 1892 (Glebe Society)

By 1900, a deputation from the Glebe Hdgade met with the Colonial Secretary (The Honourable
SirJohn SeeMLA) to request a grant &fL00 and a new fire station. The brigade was being operated
economically, and the members asked for the smallest amount possible. Members of the delegation
said that if they did not receive some help from the Stéte brigade would have to be abolished as

a volunteer brigade and would have to be wholly financed as a member of the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade.
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Mr. See granted them th£100 but said that a new station required a recommendation from the

FireBrigads Board®® ¢ KS ONA3IIF RSQa NBljdzSad F2NJ I ySg aidl GAa
1906 a fine imposing building designedWalter LibertyWernong & 2 LISY SR Ay { G W2Ky
brigade was previously housedimadequate premises in Mitchell Street but moved into one of the

most modern stations, built at a cost £4,5577%.

The Glebe brigade was asked to attend a controlled fire in Glebe Point Road in February 1907 when
a large cottage on the corner of Palmerston Road, which had been used as a diphtheria ward by the
/| KAt RNEB y,@as desttogedBy dire dnder the supervision of the local branch of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade. The hospital recently vacated the building for the Royal Alexandra
Hospital for Childrein Bridge Road, Camperdown. As the building could no longer be occupied
without considerable danger, it was decided to use fire to completely eradicate all trace of the highly
infectious diseasé?

But by 1907, the Glebe Fire Brigade of nine partjzdiyl men was struggling to provide an effective
firefighting service, and the Glebe Council debated whether the brigade should be replaced with
permanent staff and a steam fire engine. Several fires in recent years could not be extinguished until
the Metropolitan Fire Brigadarrived On one occasion only one man carrying a ladder attended a

fire, because there were not enough men available to take the hose wagon. Large factories and
sawmills were being erected along the Glebe foreshore and the local brigade would not be able to
cope with a fire there until other brigades arrivedtelp?”.

TheFire Brigades Act 19@hded the debates in the Glebe community, after the Fire Brigades Board

was dissolved. The Glebe brigade came under the control of the riewigd Board of Fire

Commissionerg January 1910. Then in December 1910, the Glebe Volunteer Fire Brigade was

disbanded and replaced by a permanently staffed brigade of six members in January 1911. Firemen

had to live in the station or near it, and it was left to the judgement of the officer in charge whether

I FANBYlIyQa K2dzaS ¢l a Of2aS Sy2dzaZK F2NJ KAY (2 Nd
alarm bell rang. The firemen had to pledge that they would not take any other work. As a result, the

areas around the fire stations became communities of firemen and their families.

In March 1928, a new roster was introduced involving two platoons of firemen. This was a great
advance in working conditions, as it allonetireman to live away from the fire station with his
parents or wife, oto board with a family. The new roster coincided with the most famous fire in
Glebe at the former HudsonBrothersTimber Yardn Bridge Road ia928. Tlsfire required the
attendance of over 100 firemen from nine brigades. Thousands of litres of waterpeured into

the 50-foot-highstacks of timber, which were extensively damaged by théfire

' FAYLFE o0dzNBRG 2F @2fdzyiSSNAAY |G GKS Df S6S CANB
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in an eightweek course in air raid procedures, dealing with incendiary bombs, fires in the home,

rescue work, first aidoperating fire alarms, and station procedures. Fire Brigade records show that

eight WFA servicewomen were attached to the Glebe Fire Station. Theas disbanded at the

SYR 2F 22NXR 2INJLL® ¢KS {d W2Kya w2FR CANB {GFd
the local community/®.
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Waterloo and Alexandria suburban fire brigades

The volunteer fire brigades in thaaljacentsuburbs of Waterloo and Alexandria are described here
as a single history, because they were very interconnedtesbimmary, he first one formed was

the Mount Lachlan Fire Brigadh 1877, followed by the Waterloo and Alexandria Fire Brigade in
1880. Mount Lachlan was disbanded in 1884, and when several members of the Waterloo and
Alexandria brigade left in the same year, they resurrected the Mount Labhigade, calling it the
WaterlooBrigade.

The remaining members of the combined brigade renamed it the Alexandria Fire Brigade. It was not
always clear where the fire stations for these three brigades were located at different itintlesir
history.

Mount Lachlan (later Waterloo) Fire Brigade

The Mount Lachlan Volunteer Fire Compé&myWaterloo and Redfern was launched at a meeting in
the Waterloo Council chambeis July 1877A committee was formed to elicit subscriptions for the
purchase of the necessary plant and the cost of a tempdiegyengine shed. Andrew Torning
undertook to exercise and drill the members, and a considerable number of working men were
enrollect’®.

However, the brigade was not reported attending any fires, and in December 1879 Torning (who was
the Mayor of Waterloo by then) held a meeting to resuscitate the brigade. A recent fire at the Albert
Groundled many in the district to see the necessity of fire appliances close at hand, which were
alreadyestablished in the city and in most suburbs. Apparently pirablemuntil then had been the

great difficulty in obtaining a site for a fire station. But this time AlderrRabertVegysoffered to

grant the brigade a convenient plot of land for the purp&de

With his customary energy, Andrew Torning called for tenders from engiiredrsie 188@o build

a manual fire engine for the brigatfé, then for tenders from clothiers to supply uniforrgshirts,
trousers, belts and cap®. This was soon followed by a grand minstrel and miscellaneous
entertainment at the Guild Hall for the benefit of the brig&éfe By January 1881, the brigade had
acquired a commodious fire engine house with a room attached at 7 Raglan Street, and all
appliances necessary for carrying out firefighting duties. A fire engine had been obtained on loan
from the No. 3 VolunteeFireCompany pending the completion of a new fire engine, then being
constructed bythe engineersHowe & Ros&imitedof Regent Streét.

It was customary for a new fire engine to pebliclyOK NA 4 G SYSRX | yR az2dzyi [} OK
acquisition was no exception. In February 1881, it was ceremoniously chridgtembu/incibleafter

a grand procession of all the city and suburban fire companiesgdtiyadrtedthe No. 1 Companfjire

stationin Haymarketaccompanied by three brass bands to McEvoy Street, Waterloo. It was

mentioned at the ceremony that the new fire station on Mount Lachlan commanded an

uninterrupted view of the city and suburbs.

Andrew Torning told the assembled throng that by then there were eighteen fire brigades in the city
and suburbs. The Mount Lachlan brigade had attended eleven fires using the borrowed fire engine,
which would be handed over to the Surry Hills volunteer fire brig&d April 1882,

SuperintendentV. Allenof the Mount Lachlan Brigade resolved that two membeaild remain at
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the station every night, in readiness to act promptly upon fire alaffhis wasreportedlythe only
suburban fire brigade who had adopted this precautfin

Waterloo and Alexandria (later Waterloo) Fire Brigade

In February 1880, a meeting was held to form a volunteer fire brigadee called the Waterloo and
Alexandria Volunteer Fire Brigadgeveral men were enrolléf. In May, a concert by the Sydney
Minstrelswas held in aid of the new brigatfé A request for funds to the Alexandria Council was
refused,becausethe Council was not authorised to devote funds for this purg&sd@his was a

typical response when any Government funding was requested by volunteer fire brigades, as they
were expected to cover their own expenses with subscriptions and fundraising events.

This changed when the FiBrigadesBoardwas established in 1884t which timethe Board was
empowered to provide subsidies to the brigades, which were gradually professionalised by the
1890s. The brigade joined the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigaten it was established in

188C®". The brigade finally raised enough funds to purchase a small manual fire engine in October
1881, which was christened théctoryby the Governor General Lord Loftatsthe Alexandria Town
HalPes,

Figure27 Waterloo manual fire engine, 1890 (Museum of Fire)

In July 1884, the brigade offered to sell their fire engine to the Wollongong C8tirsdveral
members left the brigade that year and decided to resurrect the Mount Lachlan Volunteer Fire
Brigadeas the Waterloo Fire Brigade 1885 The remaining members renamed the combined
brigade the Alexandria Fire Brigaéfe

Waterloo Fire Brigade

In 1885, the members who left the Waterloo and Alexandria Volunteer Fire Brigade in 1884
registered the old Mount Lachlan Fire Brigade as the Waterloo Fire Brigade. The reformed brigade
attended fires through the 1880s and 1890s until the members resigned in 1901, placing the station
completely under the control of the Metropolitan Fire Brigagdhichinstalled permanent

firefighters at the station in 1902
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In 1905, Crown land was obtained on the corner of Elizabeth and Bourke Street for a new fire
station, which was completed and occupied in 1907. The Board of Commissioners of New South
Wales purchased land opposite this station to construct a new station, which opened in January
1918 and operated as Waterloo until 1$75 This building is now the Zetland Mosque

Alexandria Fire Brigade

In 1885, the remaining members of the Waterloo and Alexandria Fire Brigade renamed the brigade
to the Alexandria Fire BrigadBut things did not go well, and the members went out on strike in
February 1886 when they were unhappy with the subsidy given to the brigade by the Fire Brigades
Board,complaining thait would not cover their expenses for the year. They were forced to make up
the difference themselves last year and were determined not to do so in 1886. Also, if the Board
would not grant them a subsidy 6100, they would disband. The Board placed men in charge of the
station in case of fire during the dispdté

SuperintendenWilliamBeartalked to the Alexandria Fire Brigade and fouhdt there was a split
among the firemen and that some of them would not attend drilattend the fire station. He
thought the best way was to make the brigade an auxiliary one by employing ten or twelve good
men on a retaining fee of 10per month, with a extra amountfor attendingfires. He said he had
done everything he could for the brigade. The Mount Lachlan brigasesubsidise@100, but the
plant belonged to them (whereas the Alexandria Fire Brigade apparently did not own their
appliances). His conclusion was that the brigade could not work again as a voluntetiratigeir

old plant was worthless and the men were disrespectful to the Bdard

The brigade continued to operate and was registered with the Fire Services Board in 1887 with an
increased annual subsidy frofi75 to£100°%*. Meanwhile the brigade maintained a brass b&Ad

and from 1892 a cricketteat?f® . & wmy dpp= GKS ' £t SEI yYRNALF CANB . NA 3
located in Gerard Street, Alexandria, on land granted by the Council if®1.886

Figure28 Waterloo fire station, 1973 (Museum of Fire)
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the firemen were thrown from the fire engine by the impact and the engine was smashed and
rendered useless for the time beiff§ A newspaper report on the fire brigades of Sydney in
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February 1896 recorded that the Alexandria fire brigade consisted of seventeen members, one
manual fire engine and a hose réé|

In January 1897, the whole brigade resigned in protest after their performance was criticised at an
inquest into the death of a girl named Jessie Deloliey burning building at Waterloo earlier in the
month. Several witnesses told firemen there was a girl in the building, but no steps were taken to
rescue her until it was too late. Also, although the brigade possessed ladders and other lifesaving
appliances, they never took them to fires a short distance from the station. The firemen claim they
did their best to rescue the girl but were beaten back by smoke and ff&fes

After resigning, the brigade captain immediately contacted the Metropolitan Fire brigedsk for
replacement men to be sent out to take charge of the station. Superintendéltiam Bearplaced

an officer and four men there and said he intended to make improvements to the station building, to
erect four fire alarms in the borough, and install an auxiliary fireman in charge of the telephones.
The station would become known as the Alexandria Branch of the Metropolitan Fire Bffgddes

was the end of the Alexandria FiBgigade as a volunteer unit, and it joined the growing trend to
professionalise all fire brigades.

Paddington Fire Brigade

In February 1878, the large grocery store owned by the LBuiherson the corner of Oxford and
William Streets in Paddington was completely destroyed by fire. James livediin the twastorey
brick building with his family, but they were away at the time. Unfortunately, the local Woollahra
FANB ofieFerfjindRvauadergoing repairs, and by the time the Insur@urapaniesire
Brigadearrived from the town, very little could be sav&@ The Paddington Brewery Fire Brigade
had not been formedt the time.

Figure29 Paddington Fire Station, 1885 (Higinbotham & Robinson map)

An inquiry into the fire by the City Coroner could not determine the cause of the fire but noted that
an illeganumber of110 tins of kerosene were being stored at the sHaprhis disastrous fire
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prompted calls for a volunteer fire brigade based in Paddington, to reduce the reliance on the only
brigade in the district (Woollahra) and the more distant brigades in the centre of¥8vlrhe
Paddington Volunteer Fire Brigad&as formed soon afterwards in April 1878 and immediately made
plans to purchase a fire engitfe

The Woollahra Dramatic Socieggve a benefit evening in aid of the fledgling brigatd®ay 1878,

and two months later, tenders were called for the supply of 25 or more suits for the brigade: coats

and trousers of blue serge and caps of blue Bth . @ GKS F2fft2¢Ay3 @SINE (K
meeting reported that a manual fire engine and appliances had been acquired, and a small wooden

fire station erected next to the Paddington ResertSir

When the Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigadess formed, the Paddington fire brigade joined the
association and was subsidised wi2b per annum. Until then, the members had been obliged to
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to purchase a horse and harndss this onerous task®. In February 1886, thEire Brigades Board

granted a subsidy @130 for the Paddington fire brigagfé. By then, the brigade had its own brass

band, which was reported playing at the funeral of a firefighter who was killed while fightingia fire
Leichhard#!®,

The brigade began to have problems in September 1892 when they were asked to vacate their fire
station, because it encroached about six feet on the Paddington side of the boundary with the
Sydney City Council. The brigade responded to this by asking the Council if they could use a vacant
piece of land on the corner of Oxford and Victoria Streets for a replacement fire station. But the Fire
Brigades Board objected to such a move, saying they were the proper body to deal with it, not the
Councit?,

Figure30 Paddington Fire Station, 1900 ¢wn & Country JournaR3 June 1900)

Then in January 1898, the Water and Sewerage Bgawd the Paddington Volunteer Fire Brigade
2yS Y2y iKQa y20A0S G2 3IAGS dzZlJ LlRaaSaairzy 2F (KS
Reservoir, which it intended to lease to the Fire Brigades B&adt about this time, the Fire
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among the members, who reportedly lasimostall interest in the brigade. In response, the fire
station and appliances were taken over by the Metropolitan Fire Brigsii#B) in April 1899 and a
branch was formed under its supervision.

The MFB decided to erect a new fire station and supphloudgate appliances, because Paddington
containedmanyhandsome buildings by then, astiould besupplied with the latest equipment’.

The Board obtained a grant of land on the reserve adjacent to the Paddington Reservoir and erected
a suitable building. The old wooden structure was moved to a different part of the reserve. A steam
fire engine was temporarily housed there, and metropolitan fireman installed. In September 1899,
the foundation stone for a new station was &t

The plan was that the new fire station would accommodate the district officer and seven firemen
with a powerful steam fire engine with four horses, fire ladders and all necessary hose and other
appliances. Electricity would be used to open stable doors, trapdoors and ringing the alarm bells.
The officer in charge would be in telephone communication with the headquarters station and all
the stations in his district, and by meanssefveralfire alarms already erected would be in close
touch with every part of the locality under his conff§l

In 1951, the Paddington fire brigade was transferred to the Woollahra fire station in Moncur Street,
which had been closed during the 1940s and was being used as a training school for probationary
firefighters. The Paddington &istation was then closed and used for training purposes. The
Woollahra Fire Brigadeontinues to operatefrom this firestation, which was built in 196Y.

Surry Hills Fire Brigade

In November 1880, the Surry HlfslunteerFire Companyas formed under the auspices of the
Metropolitan Associated Fire Brigad@dAFB), and enrolled members at a meeting in Kéls&y
v dzS Sy Q Hotel, Badfke and Oxford Streets (now the Courthobiseel 8. A further meeting
was calledn December 188@uringwhich it received widespread support and new memB&rs

Figure31 Victoria Inn, 1907 (City of Sydney Archives)
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But on the same night, the United Volunteer Fire Briggdl®/FB) held a meeting in the Wesleyan
Schooin Botany Street to form a volunteer fire brigade to operate in Surry*Hills the end, the
VolunteerFireCompany No3 (a member of the UVFB) organised a branch station in the suByrb.
then, the UVFB and MAFB had started to organise competing brigades in the same areas, and the
contest over areas of control intensified.

In 1881, the Volunteer Fire Company No. 3 (part of the UVFB) applied on their behalf to the Sydney
Council for a portion of land on the Crown Street reservoir for a station, but it could not be granted,
due to insufficient room for the purposélowever Mr. Cassidyf the Victoria Inrin Taylor Square
handed overa portion of his premises, on which the brigade erected a branch station and placed
one of their best manual fire engines with aficessanappliance$?..

The rival Surry Hills Fire Company, operating under Superintei@feartesBownof the MAFB,

secured an eligible site at 306 Palmer Street in Darlinghurst and erected a fire station, which housed
a new powerful manual fire engine and complete appliances.@dhenwas the collector for this
company and had been very successfudlioitingsubscription$?2. By 1889, several volunteer fire
brigades had been disbanded and permanent paid firefighters installed by thBrigexeBoard,
including the two Surry Hills brigadé%
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Sydney Harbour Trust Fire Brigade
By 1900, the New South Wales Government was concerned that the annually increasing maritime
traffic®?*and commercial activities along ti8ydney Harbouforeshore should be managed by a
single authority. Other concerns were fires on board ships in the harbour and the bubonic plague
that caused panic when it arrived the docks in Januatiat year. In Julyit was pointed out in the
press that most of the other Australian colonies had a Trust to manage their harbour
arrangement$?®,

In response to these calls for better management of the harbour, the New South Wales Government
introduced theSydney Harbour Trust AatNovember1900, to come into effect the following year.

Three Commissioners would be appointed to govern the Trust, which would be responsible for the
LINBASNBI GA2Y YR AYLINROGSYSydG 2F {&RySeéQa LRNI®

The Trust would regulate the movement of vessels and the handling of cargo in the port through a
Harbour Mastey carry out dredging, remove wrecks, grant licences to erect piers, and maintain
wharf facilities and swimming bathk.would also manage firefighting and other safety equipment
within the harbour. The Trust operated until 1936 when it was wound up on the establishment of
the Maritime Services Board

One of the initiatives of the Sydney Harbour Tnwas to arrange for the construction of a

firefighting tug and associated machinery. It was thought that fighting fires on board ships was more
effectively done from the harbour than from land (and was essential if the burning ship was away
from shore). In addition, the growing number of sawmills, factories and warehouses along the
harbour foreshore would benefit from an endless stream of sea water from a boat in the event of a
FANB I NI G§KSNI {Klimifed ndtBlated wair sgsitm.{ @ Ry S& Q&

Figure32 Pluviusduringferry strike, 1913 (State Library of NSW)
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The fire tug, to be nameRIluviugafter the name given to the Roman god Jupiter when invoked as

the bringer of rain), whose hull was constructed at the engineering works of Mr. W.Dyhn . S NNE Q &
Bay,wasbrought into service in April 1903. The tug was 100 feet long, with a beam of 20 feet and a
draught of 10 feet. It was constructed of hardwood with kauri decks and compound type engines.

The fire pumps wee constructed by Messrdlereweather& Sonsof London (who did good business
supplying many of the Sydney fire brigades with fire engines). The pumps could lift 2,500 gallons of
water per minute. The vessel was fitted with six connections for ordidatyinchfire brigade hose

and one connection for 3:Bch hose.

Arrangements were being made at this time for-mm@h suction hose for salvage purposes. There

were 1,000 feet of 2. 7inch fire brigade hose, 100 feet ofiich suction hose, and a full set of

nozzles. At night, the boat would be stationed at the dredge depot at Goat Island, eheogh
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notice in case of fire.

Goat Island was chosen as the most central location in the harbour for such duties, being equidistant
from all the shipping centreshe wharves and quays). The station was also connected with the
telephone exchange at Balmain. THarbour Master, CaptairCharlesBird, would live in a new

residence on the island, and he would take charge of the appliances in the event ¢f% fire

Figure33 Pluviustesting pumps, 1930s (City of Sydney Archives)

At a public demonstration of the fire hoses of tRuvius the Premier Sir John Seaid that it was
important to provide Sydney with a plant to fight fires on or next to the harbour because the

wharves and sheds in the port of Sydney were built of wood. The Premier also said that quotes had
been obtained from England for a floating fire engine similar to those used on the River Thames, but
they were betweer£12,000 ancE13,000 delivered to Sydney acduld only be useful for

firefighting purposes.

The Trust commissioners decided that it would be more economical to simply obtain another
harbour tug and install a fire engine. Such a boat could then be used for towing purposes when not
required for firefighting. The additional cost of providing firefighting equipment inRheriusvas

only £1,606?".
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ThePluviuswas soon in action in May 1903 when the pastoralist Henry Da&ngar & i S Nora & | OK (i
caught fire at about one Q O in #h®rhorning and sank in Sydney Harbour, about 250 yards off

Potts Point. The Water PolitgunchBiloelaalso proceeded to the scene, but the whole yacht was

alight and it was impossible to extinguish the flames. It was decided the best way to avoid complete
destruction of the yacht was to sink her in comparatively shallow wter

The salvage hose of tiduviuswvas brought into action in August 1903 following a serious collision

in Sydney Harbour between the Indian lideigus(which was departing for Calcutta) and the

Mildura of the Australian United Steamship Navigation Comparhich was arriving from Brisbane

and Newcastle). Water was pumped from the stokehold ofAhguswhich was taking in water from

a hole in the bow. The captain ran the leaking vessel ashore at Goat Island to prevent further sinking.
ThePluviughen conveyed the passengers to shisfe

In February 1906, a very large fire destroyed a timber yard in BlackwattléenBayareavhere the
whole of the timber industry was centred. Every firefighting appliance in the metropolitan area was
brought into operation and th&luviugpoured salt water on the fire all night. Superintendent Alfred
Webbof the Metropolitan Fire Brigadsaid afterwards that while the town water supply was
sufficient for the fire engines attending, it would be more effective if salt water could be thrown
from a firefloat, as used in America. Salt water had greater extinguishing power than fresh water,
and inflammable material did not so easily catch fire again if it was soaked with salffater

Superintendent Webb said that Sydney needed a largdlbeg similar tothe one in use in New

York to deal with very large fires such as the timber yard in Blackwattle Bay. He acknowledged that
the Pluviugdid good work, pouring 2,500 gallons of water a minute onto flames, but the New York
fire float was capable afeliveiing 9,000 gallons of water a minute. The nozzles had steel shields
attached to them, so the men handling them could move up close to the flames and pour water right
into the heart of the blaz&".

In June 1907, a new fiufboat named thePowerfulassisted at a fire aland the steameNarzinin

Woolloomooloo Bay. The fire was fought by the combined efforts of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade,
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crew of the steamer. It was supposed that the spontaneous combustion of a cargo of copra caused

the fire. When all appliances were working, there wawventy streams of water being poured into

the vesseltotalling about 4,000 gallons per mindté
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Figure34 Firefloat in Berry's Bay, 1973 (Fairfax Media)

It was announced in March 1912 that a third ffteat was soon to be completed at Cockatoo Island,
which would complement th@luviusand Powerfulthat were already in the Harbour Brigad& This
was probably thedydrg which was reported attending a fire at Blackwattle Bay in January*3914

In March 1913, a ferry strike paralysed much of Sydoewn few daysespecidly those who lived in

the North Shore and worked in the city. The Government arranged for several of their own boats to

run a free service carrying as many passengers as possible back and forth across the harbour during

the strike. ThéPluviugan a service every quarter of an hour between Milsons Point and Fort

Macquarie (presentlayBennelong Point®, and theHydraNJ y 06 S 4SSy aOal K2y Qa t
Dawes Poirt®. ThePluviusreportedlycarried up to 300 passengers at a time, packed like sardines,

in an exercise whicapparentlywent well with the help of constables and Harbour Trust staff who

did their best to minimise the inconvenience to the working populace during the transporf€trisis

A fourth firefloat, the Cecil Rhodesas attending fires in the Harbour by December 1821The

advantage of having multiple firefighting vessels was highlighted in January 1926 wHelthes

ran aground on the reef on the western side of Shark Island and was left high and dry by a fast

ebbing tide. Its sister tuglydrathen pulled it free on the next high tidé°. Two firefloats attended
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ThePluviuscontinued to serve as a fiftoat until about 1976

In 2024, the Port Authority of New South Wateek delivery of two new firefighting vesselsuilt in

Port Macquarie. These are tiBurraand theGirawaa The fast aluminium monohull vessels are
designed to respond quickly to major-evater incidents. The Port Authority responds to over 1,000
incidents in Sydney ports each year, including vessel fires, oil pollution incidents and water mishaps
requiring rescue. The water pumps are capable of discharging 16,000 litres (4,200 gallons) of sea
water per minute over a distance of 85 metf&s
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Notable early fires in Sydney

Theatre Royal, 1840

Barnett Levey17981837) was a Jewish Enghshstralian merchant and theatre director. He was
born in London and arrived in Sydney in December 1821 to join his brother Sqlarporsperous
emancipist. The first free Jewish settler in the colony, he established himself as a merchant and
opened a store in George Street. In 1825 he married Sarah Bifirsan.

From 1826, Levey became interested in the cultural activities of Sydney and set about establishing
the first permanent theatre in the colony. In March 1828, he erected a temporary theatre at the rear
of his George Street propefi?. In March 1829, to raise money after neglecting his businesses to
develop the theatre, he opened a splendid hotel in George Street, called the Royaftotel

Figure35 Royal Hotel and theatre, 1838 (State Library of NSW)

A small theatre was opened inside the hotel with a temporary stage constructed in the saloon in
December 1832, fitted up with a tier of boxes and sdatghe pit**°. In 1833, Levey finally raised
enough money to build the first real theatre in Australia on land at the rear of the hotel, called the
Theatre Royalseating about 1,000 people. But he was soon in financial trouble, and lost control of
his theatre to other lessees. By 1837, he was sick, tired and worn out by his efforts to make the
theatre pay. He died in October 1837 at the age of*8%aving a widow and four small children in

poverty**’.

Barnett Levey was an idealist who sacrificed his fortune and health but failed to reach his goals. But
theSydney Timds O1 y2 6t SRISR | T alfsNpirkandiperBeSdraicé aré tKel-publica (

indebted for the introduction of theatricals into New South W#@fé$ His widow Sarah carried on
performances at the Theatre Royal as well as she éBulahtil she closed it abruptly in March
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entrepreneur Joseph Wyat#tfter hepurchased the lease of the theatre from Sarah LéVetdehad

just constructed a theatre in Pitt Street that was initially calledfesv Theatre Roy&i%
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Sarah Levey issued a public notice thanking the public for their patronage since the premature death

of her husbandSheassured then that indisposition and aeakconstitution arising from the

exertions inmanagingf the theatre obliged her to forgo further support for the present, and to

close the theatre for some tini&’. TheCommercial Journal and Advertismknowledged that the
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old Theatre Royal inside. The loss was estimatei?&000, of which reportedly onl§3,000 was

insured®®. After the fire alarm was given, about 200 soldiers turned out from the barracks, bringing

with them one of the Ordnancfre engines, the first engine to arrive.

About 300 convicts also arrived from the Hyde Park Barrackitheirconduct in working tirelessly

over several hours was highly spoken of. But no fire engine in the colony could reach the top of a

fI NBES o0dzAt RAY3 tA1S (GKS w2 e lwas altl® ted bfthe MogdatS LIK 2 & | {
only suffered a few burnt shingles on the ré&%f This near miss prompted Wyatt to acquire a

manual fire engine to protect his theatre from fires in the futtire
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In November 1821, Governor Lachlan Macqukrie the foundation stone of the first Roman
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The church was a simple cruciform sandstone structure with Gothic windows and pinnacles. The

building was consecrated by Bishop John Bedlgling in June 183%. Lack of funding for the
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Figure36 First St Mary's Church, 1840s (State Library of NSW)

In June 1865, a fire that wasported to bethe largest and most disastrous in Sydney resulted in the
G201t RSaOGNHzOGA2Y 2F GKS [/ I (the SoloNihgimonthbegain i€ G Ay 3 Ay
task of collecting subscriptions for the purpose of restoring or replacing the ciférchAugust
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hardwood on stone foundations anglould take about two months to complete. The preparation for

the design of the permanent structure was entrusted to William Vehlrthe Colonial Architect of

Victoria®®3,

DESLIRUETION OF ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL, LOUKING FROM Tl NORIH-WEST,

Figure37 St Mary's Cathedral fire, 1865 (lllustrated Sydney News, 15 July 1865)

In January 1866, the temporary timber church was taken down and rebuilt in a portion of the
enclosure nearer to Woolloomooloo because its site was required for the new catffédfaen in
January 1869, the temporary Cathedral was totally destroyedfing between 3 and 4 am. The fire
was so great that when the fire engines arrived they had no effect. The wooden building took only
half an hour to completely buf. Construction of another temporary cathedral, this time
constructed of more substantial brick with a slated roof, commenced in February®$869

The foundation stone for the permanent cathedral on the site of the first temporary cathedral was
laid in May 1869 by John Bede Polding, by then the Roman Catholic Archbishop ofSyd@ihey
temporary Cathedral was formally opened the same méftftiConstruction of the new cathedral

took a very long time due to lack of funds, and the first repditonstructioncomingto a standstill
was in January 1872, although fundraising was contiriéinghe flooring was reportedly laid in
January 1883°,

The Cathedral was formally opened in September of the same year, although the building was still
only partially completedandonly £100,000 of an estimatefi500,000 for completion had been

raised and spert!. Final completion of the building in September 1928 marked with an official
opening, almost sixty years after the foundation stone was*{aid

Prince of Wales Theatre, 1860, 1872 and 1892

The Prince of Wales Theatre in Castlereagh Stpened in March 1855, managed by John Gordon
Griffiths. The owner was Joseph Wyatho previously owned the Victoria Theatrstil the end of

the lease, when he could not secure favourable terms for a renewal. He decided to construct a rival
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theatre, the largest in the Australian colonies, which was built at a cost of a809000. It was
capable of seating 3,000 peoplé

In October 1860, a disastrous and extensive fire broke out, causing the entire destruction of the
theatre and several adjoining buildings, resulting in the death of two people and the serious injury of
others. Smoke and flames were first seen issuing from the bakery at the rear of a shop in King Street,
adjoining the southwest corner of the theatre. The strong soutlesterly wind accelerated the

spread of the flames into the theatre.

Three of the Insurance ComparSfiie@ngines attended, and then the Noahd No. 2 Volunteer
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after a very short time. The theatre was insured for dt8y000, of whict£5,000 was by the

Liverpool and London Fire Insurance Compamy£3,000 by the Sydney Insurance Compahy

After the fire, it was pointed out by thEmpirethat the interior fittings and othestructuresin a

theatre were made of highly inflammable materials, such asdfiwood in the audience seats,

painted canvas and various kinds of light drapery. Any spark was often enough to tead to
destruction of the entire theatre. The stadmphasised theontrast between the evening before

when the theatre was filled with a joyous and delighted audience, gay chandeliers glittered from the
roof and loud peals of laughter rewarded the mirthful efforts of the actors. But less than twelve
hours later the theatre was a dreary, tottering ruin, the neighbourhood was convulsed with terror
and two humans lay burnt and suffocated beneath #imeolderingremains’.

Ten months later, Robert Fitzgeragddrchased the land occupied by the former theatre, and set
about rebuilding it’. The newlbuilt, spacious and handsome Prince of Wales Theatre was opened
in May 1863. The front of the building on Castlereagh Street was the only part to survive tke fire,
this was not rebuift’”.

Then at about 3:30 in the morning in January 1872, a fire alarm was raised at the Prince of Wales
Theatre and the building was on fire again. When it was rebuilt in 1863 after the earlier fire, the
walls were made very thick at three feet throughout and sixty feet high. Ironically, every precaution
was taken to make the structure as free as possible from all likelihood of danger from fire. The
building was surrounded on all sides by clogslgked hotels, shops and private houses. The block
included some 18 or 20 separate houses, almost in contact with the burning tR&atre

Three or four houses were crushed by the falling of one of the theatre walls. The fire caused at least
£50,000 worth of damage to properties and threw more tteahundredpeople out of work, and a
number of families were turned out of their homes. The falling of the south wall caused the death of
two young men and seriously injured at least two otHéts

Inquests were held into the two fatalitié®. A letter to theEvening Newa week later complained of
bad behaviour by the firemen attending the fire. Witnesses heaglimens, threats andbad
languageduring a struggle between No.ahd No. Zzompanies over the use affireplug. During the
dispute, the brigades wasted valuable time by spraying water at their rivals rather than at the fire,
which was gaining ground on all sides.

The correspondent worried that Sydney was degenerating into the old American volunteering style,
when it wasreputedly not unusuato stop attending a fire to have a good figdrid tocut hoses and
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smash engineél. It was announced a week afterwards that a third man had died from injuries
NEOSAGSR o6& GKS TFI ff A y3aThe threelyéubg mekviho lasNEeRIdves & 2 dzi K S N
were dragging a fire engine along the centre of King Street at the’time

Figure38 Prince of Wales Theatre fire, 1872 (Town & Country Journal, 13 October 1872)

The theatre was rebuilt a second time, and reopened as the Theatre Rdyatember 1875,

managed by the enterprising Samuel La%aiThe theatre continued to operatantil June 1892,

when the auditorium was totally destroyed by a fire which started at about 4 am. This was the third
time theatres built on this site had burned down. @reviousoccasionsthere was loss of lifeand a
great deal of adjoining property was destroyed. This time, although the theatre itself was a wreck,
no lives were lost, and the fire was kept well within the building where it origirtéted

The theatre reopened in January 1893. It was reported to be greatly improved, with an enlarged

dome, a higher roof, the whole house redecorated, and some 600 electric lights installed ready for
illumination®®, After a long (and uneventful) lifehé theatrefinally closed in April 1972, on the

expiry of J. C. Williamsea f S &S 2y GKS o0dzZAf RAyaId ¢KSOGKSI (NS
and was to be demolished to consolidate the sit@rder tomake way for the MLC Centre
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a replacement theatre being incorporated in the development. e Theatre Royal opened in

January 1976. It closed in March 2016 and was in danger of deinglishedand replaced by an

apartment block. After rallying the public and years of business negotiations, the theatre reopened

in 20288,

Victoria Theatre, 1880

In September 1836, Joseph Wy#id the first stone of a new theatre in Pitt Street, built at the rear
of the Royal Hoté8. When the theatre opened in March 1838, Wyatt decided to name it the Royal
Victoria Theatrein honour of the youngueen who had ascended thritishthrone the previous
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year®, By January 1854, Andrew Tornimgs the lessee of the theatt¥, and it was for the
protection of this theatre that Torning established the Volunteer Fire Company Nd.854°2,
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Figure39 Victoria Theatre, 1845 (Sheilds Sydney Map)

(s}
&\
N

5AalFadSNI adNHzO]l Ay WdzZ & myyns 2dzad | FG4SN GKS
fire alarm rang throughout the city to signal that the Victoria Theatre was on fire. Fire engines came
from everyfire station, but their efforts were in vain for some time. The building was old and
constructed of materials that fell easy prey to fire. The water supplyimasdficient and as usual

the direction of affairs was defective. The fire companies, able and skilful as they were, acted
without controlor coordination
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Figure40 Victoria Theatre fire, 18803ydney Mail 31 July 1880)

The old and highly popular theatre ended in total destruction. After everybody had left after the
YAIKGIQEa LISNF2NXI YOS | yR R O4tkRE discavéréd3nat thezel | o 2 dzi
part of the building was on fire and the auditorium was filled with smoke. Initially théfigades

62



were at a standstill for nearly half an hour for want of water, arteen it was turned orthe
pressure was quite inadequate for such as emerg&icyhe premises adjoining the theatre were
also considerably damaged. The total cost was estimat€®@@000 and the theatre was not
insured. Two hotels, a restaurant, a hairdresser and a tobacconist were also daiffaged

Discussion in the newspapers after the firasgentred on the inadequate water supply to fight a

fire of that magnitude in Sydney, and the lack of organised action by tbseding firesin those

days®. Another news report mentioned that the theatre, by then the oldest in the colony, was

constructed with walls that for 20 feet upwards from the basement were a little over three feet thick
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Substantial walls such as those were not being constructed by the 1880s, andethgtistof the

walls contained the fire to a limited ar&4

While it was common to rebuild a theatre after it burned down, the owners of the land on which the
Victoria Theatre once stoaghnounced that theylid not intend toconstruct anothettheatre. They
planned to offer the land for sale, either in a single block or in suitable allotri#énts

Garden Palace, 1882

The Garden Palaseas a magnificent building that was constructed to host the 1879 Sydney

International ExhibitionThe desigwasA Y 1 SY RSR | & | NBg2NJ] Aghdwa® T [ 2 Yy R:
reminiscent of a cathedral, being cruciform in shape with nave, transepts and a central dome. It was

built of iron, glass and wood on a brick foundation, and was estimated to hav€t@2t000by the

time of opening®. It hada grandeur that dominated the city skyline, stretching from the site of the

current State Library of New Souitfalesto the Sydney Conservatoritiffi.

Figure41 Inside the Garden Palace, 1880 (Museums of History NSW)

After the Exhibition closed iApril 1880, the building was used as an auditorium and gallery and to
house the first mining and technological museliinit also provided office space fseveral
Government departments, and the basement was used to hooaey official records. The ground
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floor covered just over five acres, and with the basement, galleries and tower floors made a total
area of 8 1/3 acresf floor space

At about 5:40am on 22 September 1882 a fire broke ant in about40 minutes had totally

consumed the buildirf§®. The fire was so ferocious that the windows in the terrao@sesalong

Macquarie Street cracked with the heat and sheets of corrugated iron were blown as far away as
ElizabethBaya I y&@ D2 @SNy YSyid R20dzySy i a vnpubiBhedcehsusiaf Ay Of d;
1881. An official enquiry was unable to explain the cause of the fire, although it seems likely to have

started in the basemenit®.

When the fire was first noticed, one of the watchmen called the No. 2 Volunteer Fire Comyggny
which it was directly connected by phoriEheother watchman rang thealarmbell. Sandpipes,
hoses and a manual fire enginere distributed around the buildindut only one standpipe could
be used. Fire brigades arrived fromdirtsof the city, with steam and manual engines, hoses and
all necessargquipment. But they could only stand and gaze powerlesidlye fearsome spectacle
facingthem.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE *ILLUSTRATED SYDNEY NEWS," OCTOBER 25 1882.

BURNING OF THE GARDEN PALACE, SYDNEY,
REET.

SEPTEMBER 99, 1882  AS SEEN FROM MACQUARIE STREE

Figure42 Garden Palace fire, 1882I(strated Sydney News25 October 1882)

It was thought the Art Gallery was in danger, and a body of firemen were stationed in its vicinity, but
their services were not required. The Art Society of New South Walego lold its annual

exhibition in the Gardn Palace in early October, and about 300 paintingsdieshdybeen sent

there. They had recently been insured £8,000. The destruction of these artwonkss yet another
reminder that paintings, sculptures and ceramics shdwade beerstored in a more substantial

building thanthis one, which was shown to be a tinderbox.
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Many pastoral leases and other land documents were destroyed in the fire, after the Occupation of
Lands Branctvas moved to the building a few months earlier. Also lost were many plans for
proposed extensions and modifications to the railway network. The Linnaean Spéietyf viiad NI NE
lost, along with the valuable collection of plants belonging to the members, and all of its
publications.

The New South Wales Colonial Census takei881was still in preparation for the release tbie
collation of thecollectedinformation, at a cost of som&24,000. Legislators had recently expressed
frustration that New South Wales was the last colony to furnish this information, amasigll now

lost to the flames. As it happed, John Byronthe compiler of the Census, was to have placed much
of the information already collated in the hands of the Government Prititeffollowingday. This
would have represented about half of the information in the Census. An effoutdbe made to

obtain any duplicated copies of the census returns that were made by the enumeeatdrstored
elsewhere
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installed by Hudson Brother#é bronze statue of Queen Victonias located under the dome and
wasgoingto be moved to Hyde Park after the Exhibition had finished. But this had not been done,
and it was destroyed in the fifé?.

A monthatfter the fire the New South Wales Government announced plans to build a permanent
palace on the site of the late Garden Palace, which would be a National Gallery of Art and fécience
the entertainment and instruction of the people. The building would also meet the requirements of
a great exhibition, as some national demonstrations would be taking place at the centenary of New
South Wales in 1888%. However, this grand plan did not eventuate.
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Figure43 SydneyExhibitiontramcar, 1879 Town & Country JournaR1 June 1879

Probably the most lasting legacy of the building was the tram track laid from Redfern railway station
(the railway terminus at the time) to the Exhibition site. Four steam trams were imported to carry
visitors arriving by train to the Exhibition. Intended as a temporary installation, the trams proved to
be very popular andecame the genesis of a larger tram network. After the first hahsavn tram
runningon a raised trackrom the railway terminus to Circular Quay along Pitt Street in 1861 was
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not a success, it took thE879Exhibition to rearrect{ @ Ry S& Q& .(TNdn¥twosktBea (i SY
expanded rapidly through the city and inner suburbs during the 1880s and 1890s.

Great Fire in the Sydney CBD, 1890

At 2:30am on 2 October 1890, one of the most destructive fires ever seen in Sydney broke out at
Gibbs, Shallard and €d_JI gpirfing and lithographic works between Pitt and Castlereagh Streets.
Before any fire engines arrived, the fire spread with consuming rapidity along the block of buildings

in the direction of Castlereagh Street. In a few minutes, the No. 1 fire engine of the Metropolitan

Fire Brigadevas stationed at the entrance of the lane (Hoskin Place) leading t®Gib{ K| f f I NRQ&
premises. Other engines arrived soon afterwards, and under the supervision of Superintendent

William Bear additional efforts were made to cope with the fire.

Figure44 GreatCBD FKe, 1890 [eader 11 October 1890)

But in less than five minutes, the fire had descended from the upper to the lower stories, and the
whole sixstorey structure was burning. By then, additional fire enginad takenup positions in
Castlereagh Street. However, the water supply at this location did not reach higher than the middle
storey of the building. It was soon realised that it was impossible to prevent the entire destruction of
the building, which was one sheet of flames, while falling bricks, glass and other debris made it
extremely difficult for the firemen to work in the narrow lanes surrounding the building. A light
southerly breeze fanned the flames, although it was not strong enough to be really dangerous.

The same buildindpad beerpartly gutted by fire some monthsarlier, although the present
conflagration was a much more serious one than the previous one. The whole upper portion of the
building was occupied by Mess(Sibbs Shallard and Co for their printing and stationery business,
while the basement was used as a restaurant, called the Biadtaris The insurance details of the
buildings could not be ascertained at the time, but the loss must have been enormous.
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By 3:15am, the Southern Clabthe rear was in flames. The Athenaeum Ginld adjacent buildings

were for some timekept from catching fire by the firemen continuously playing water on them.

About 3am, the building occupied by Mesdfsldheim, Gotthelf and Gan the opposite side of the

lane leading out of Castlereagh Street caught fire. The billiard room of the Southern Club also caught
fire and burnt fiercely. At 3:30am the southern wall of the building fell in, injuring a fireman, who

was taken to hospital.

The wind then increased, and the southern wall of Gibbs Shallard and Co fell, injuring another
fireman. By 4am, the breeze had increased further, driving the flames across the lane. Lark & Sons
store caught fire, and five minutes later the furniture store of Lawson BrotinegP®meroy

Chambers was threatened. Mess&8St RKSA Y
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inflammable materials, burnt with great fierceness, the flames leaping across the lane.

Limit fime of lirg Shewt Mhis

—
LN
~
w T : L@/ W
<
W § o s Oren Couvmr {',‘;{"‘;f, :
€ Lirnsannd § S| | Fremmr o EE:
N *G : N PUESESSEEE SN \\\\\§ <
o &y S| “g sourntan €Lt @
I C)
RIAIR = Pomenor ramai e
r‘r<‘]|dxb‘~'\\ @ 1 7
Zarr Booo A \«w@ .. s
{coosrane dano(D| 2 HOSKING PLACE
< -
£FLooR ~ 3
mng§ s @ C:) FECONER corratie| ATHENE UG8
8 3 & T\“:L{‘*
Scor7 Qiuamacxs ® 3 Sare a—l@g‘? |
g N I
IARDSON (&
&m 9|3 i
RS
N
§l[ﬂﬂf Guer #C° @ *
CITY BANK 1w ©
POST OFFICE @ ! 3 %
14 SO W
M 0 ORE P
W
S
~ N
PosT o 5
<
preice s N
N B The numerals within the circles shew te nunber of stories

SETTDITERIN NS

THE BYDNEY FIRE—PLAN OF TIE BLOCK BURNT.

At 4:10am, the wall of Feldheim Gotth&fCompanyF S f

Figure45 Block burnt in the Great Fire, 1890Q¢ader 11 October 1890)
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was seen to be burning. Soon after 4am, the wind shifted to the north, increasing the danger.
dzivdrehdugern Pitt Steeét was then fully aflame, and there was no hope
of saving the contents. The City BanlPitt Street then gave way to the invincible flames.

Messrs| Sy NEB

A large police force and a number of mounted troopers were by then on the spot. Richardson and
2 NB y préntisés had just caught fire, injuring three firemen severely, and they were taken to
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hospital. A number of volunteer brigades had arrived and were doing their best to assist. Staff from
Messrs Richardson and Wrench managed to save their valuable stock of lithographs.
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force of firemen laid on all the water at their command. But the ragaifahe fire could not be
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Club roof were burning. By 5am the fire was raging with considerabbeify*°“.

The followingevening, a summary of the damage and destruction was publishihe Evening
News
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Pitt Street premises were only slightly damaged.

i Lark & Sons and Co, Moore Street: warehouse and stock totally destroyed. Enormous loss of
stock, estimated at aboufi150,000, partly insured.

9 Feldheim, Gotthelf and Co, Moore Street: warehouse and stock destroyed.

1 The City Bank, Pitt and Moore Street: roof and upper and back portions destroyed. The back

room damaged by water and refuse.

Richardson and Wrench, auctioneers of Pitt Street: premises totally destroyed.

Henry Bull & Co: warehouse and stock totally destroyed. Heavily stocked, very great loss,

partly insured.

Cyrus Mason and Cetock and share brokers of Pitt Street: premises partly destroyed.

Joseph Palmestock and share broker of Pitt Street: premises partly destroyed.

Eldon Chamber&ffices): partly destroyed.

Christopher Newton & Cavarehousemen: a large amount of stock destroyed.

Athenaeum Club, Castlereagh Street: roof and top storey completely destroyed, first floor

and walls almost completely destroyed, ground floor rooms damaged by water. Library

slightly damaged by water.

1 Lawson Brothers: premises and stock destroyed. The walls of their furniture warehouse
could collapse at any moment.

1 Southern Club, Castlereagh Street: damage to roof and billiard room.
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The newspaper also provided a list of the injured firemen:

William Rigby38, Waverley Fire Brigade: burnt thigh and scalp wound, severe injuries.
Benjamin Morris Metropolitan Fire Brigade: scalp wound, admitted to hospital.

Albert Colley 31, Metropolitan Fire Brigade: cut head, admitted to hospital.

Ephraim Stonehancaptain of the Waverley Brigade: cut head.

George H. DoddVetropolitan Fire Brigade: cut head.

Thomas Cutts31: burnt arms and legs.

Arthur MountStephen 22, Waverley Brigade: scalp wound, admitted to hospital.

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 A

Owing to the strong wind, large quantities of sparks and burning wood were blown over the
neighbourhood of Elizabeth Street, frequently ignitnogf shingles and other inflammableaterial.
Large quantities of water promptly applied by the residents averted the danger, and the flames were
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put out. The fire was at the worst time of year for Mes4rark Sons & Co, as their warehouse was

very heavily stocked titY 2 Yy § K® | SYNE . dzZf 39 /2Qa ¢l NSK2dzaS 41 :

A spectator remarked that the conflagration just before dawn was a splendid spectacle that looked
like a premature sunrise. All nearby houses reflected yellow light, and the taller buildings seemed to
be magically transformed into solid gold. The large crowd was too deeply enthralled byiltizet
spectacle for any display of lamentatidffs A city valuer estimated the total loss in buildings and
stock at betweer£500,000 and £750,000.

After the fire was contained, and was gradually burning out the following day, Superintendent

William Bearof the Metropolitan Fire Brigade was intervied/by the Sydney Morning HeraldHe

pointed out that no fireproof shuttersvere used in buildings erected in narrow lanes and streets.

¢KS FFrOG GKIFKd DAooa {KFIfftFINR YR /2Q& o0dzAif RAy3
of the fire spreading as much as it did. He also pointed out that the lack of bond in the brick walls
caused them to fall much sooner than they otherwise would. In Britain it was compulsory to use a

hoop iron band in the walls to keep the bricks together. As for the water supply, the Superintendent
said that the pressure was first class in Castlereagh Street but only fair in Pitt Street£A8B0ut

worth of hose was lost under the fallen buildings.

Figure46 Superintendent William Bear (Museum of Fire)

Nearly all members of the Metropolitan Fire brigaud bruises and burns to show for their
exertions, and battered helmets and burnt clothing to testify to the trying ordeal they underwent.
The volunteer fire brigades in attendance were, in order of attendance: Alexadidield

Balmain Glebe Darlington Leichhardt Newtown North City Paddington Paddington Brewery
Standard BreweryWaterlog Waverly Woollahraand Manly The police assisted greatly in
maintaining orderthroughout the day about 50 fogtolice, 20 troopers and nearly 200 special
constables were preseffY.
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The fire had affected several properties in Moore Street, a small thoroughfare that ran between Pitt
and Castlereagh Streets. This street was already part of a plan to widen it and eventually extend
Martin Place from George Street to Macquarie Street. This plan had been legislated in 1890 as the
Moore Street Improvement AdBut it had not been acted upon since its inception, and now the
owners of properties destroyed in the fire were calling for tenders for the erection of new
replacement building$®.

The fire spurred the Sydney City Council into action, and in June 18@tuheilorsvoted to obtain

an estimate of thecost of such improvements in the Act and of the resumption of land as part of the
plant®. TheNew South Wales Government Gazéiltten published a notification that the Council
intended to widen Moore Street to 100 feeRroperties to be resumed under tidoore Street
Improvement Acincluded the City BanKland and ruins), Henry Bifltacant land), Lark & Sofland

and ruins), and the land and buildings of Robert Ritid trustees of John Hughasd J. T.

Starkey'°.

The widened Martin Place in front of the General Post Offime George to Pitt Street was officially
opened in September 1892. It was named after the Chief Justice and former New South Wales
Premier Sir Jamddartin. Moore Street between Pitt and Castlereagh Street was widened and
renamed Martin Place in 1921. The extension of Martin Place from Castlereagh Street to Macquarie
Street, proposed by the Council in 1923, required extensive demolition of properties and faced
concerted opposition from landowners. Many took legal action to prevent the resumption of their
land, andthe extension was not completed until 1985
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Notable firefighting people

Andrew Torning

Joseph Wyattowner of the Royal Victoria TheaireSydney, decided in 1841 that he needed some
fresh performers for his theatre so he travelled to England to recruit some. LebdionAndrew
Torning(18141900) was an actor and a painter of theatrical backdrops. Andrew had been acting
and his wife Elizhad been dancing at a small theatre in London when Joseph Wyatt offered them
jobs with much higher pay in Sydney.

The Tornings and their two children left England and arrived in Sydney in October 1842. They saw
this as an opportunity for greater financial security and to become more engaged in the theatre.
Andrew Torning thus began his theatrical career in Sydney, where in his time he would show himself
to be an actor, dancer, comedian, animal trainer, entertainer and theatre manager. Beside him was
his wife who danced, acted and séffg

In September 1854, Torning announced his desire to form a Volunteer Fire CdiipangLondon
Exhibition Fire Enginead been imported to Sydney by the commission agents Smith Croft &@o
Torning purchased it. He admitted years later that he established a volunteer fire brigade of the kind
used in the United States.

Figure4d7 Andrew Torning (Records NSW)

It was mentioned in the section on the Royal Victoria Volunteer Fire Companytihad.the
American actor James Stakkho was appearing at the theatre with his wife in 1854, and who had
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bad memories of theatre fires in America, probably persua@liedrewTorning to establish his own
fire brigade to protect the uninsured theatre.

Torning was officially elected Superintendent of the brigade in 1856 and continued in that role until
1859 when he left for Amerié#. His departure followed a period of significant financial hardship for
his company Torning & Spwhich was declared insolvent in 1856. When he returned to Sydney in
1867, he was elected again to the positihin which he continued until 1878, when he was
appointed Captain of the brigad¥.

Torning was very active in the firefighting scene in Sydney and was closely involved in the formation
of several volunteer fire brigades. In May 1877, he winta newspaper that he had long wanted to
train a company that specialised in assisting at fires with a fire escapdyawk and ladder

apparatus, as he had seen used in America. If sufficient funds become available, he would be willing
to design and superintend the building of a hook and ladder ti§ckhe following year, Torning
exhibited a wire fire escape and a hook and ladder fire escape at the Sydney Metropolitan
Intercolonial Exhibitioft®.

Torning was among those who proposed the formation of the Newtown Fire Brigade in 1875 and
suggested that water tanks be excavated at road junctions to provide a water supply in the absence
of piped water from the towf?°. In 1877, he offered to exercise and drill the members of the newly
formed Mount Lachlan Fire Brigadé He then called for tenders to build a manual fire engife

and supply uniforms for the brigatfé.

Andrew Torning served on the Waterloo Municipal Council for Waterloo-1884, 18841886 and

was Mayor in 1879. He lived in Elizabeth Street in Waterloo in the 1870s and 1880s and in Manly at
the time of his death in 190%". Torning has been called the father of Sydney firefighting, and with

his initiative and boundless energy he made an invaluable contributitimetoreation and

exparsionof the volunteer fire service in the city.

Thomas and Charles Bown

Thomas James Bowh8131872)served as a firefighter in London before arriving in Sydney in 1842,
0SO02YAy3a (KS 0O2f 2 yman e Fai haldiickeds® Bréughi th Sydriey (alohdh NB
with fellow firemanEdward Harrisind two fire appliances) by the Mutual Fire Insurance Association,
which was established in 1841. However, the Associatidmot last longanddisbandedin 1843.

Thomas Bown was then transferred to the City Corporation Brifade short whilé?>. He was the

chief engineer and Superintendent of Water Works for the City Colbatikesigred both positions

in 184425,

In 1843, he set up his own engineering and plumbing business, T. J. Bowo/&tli® corner of
George and Bathurst Streets. Advertisements showed that the company specialised in firefighting
equipment, from appliances through to individual brass fittings. In 1851, he was approached to
manage the newly formed Insurance Companies Fire Bridgate of his factory was used as the

0 N 3 fir&kstatiba as he continued to operate his business from the premises.

By 1861, Thomas Bown owned Barwon ParkO2 yaA adAy3 2F |y Ayy FyR 3FN
at St Petei@. Throughout the 1860s, he advertideidhselfas a brass founder and plumber in
Bathurst StreetHewas a City of Sydney Alderman from 1864 to 1871, just over a month before his
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death??’. He retired from his position as Superintendent in 1867 and returned to England, when his
nephew Charles took over the business.

Figure48 Thomas Bown (Museum of Fire)

¢ K2 Yl & QAChafl&sIBsn%18361918) arrived in Sydney from London in 1857 to work at T. J.
Bown & Co and went on to pursue a notable career in firefighting. He first joined the Insurance
Companies Fire Brigade while Thomas was Superintendent. Charles was appointed Assistant
Superintendent in 1862 and took over as Superintendent when Thomas retired in 1867. He held this
position until 1884 when the Insurance Companies Fire Brigade disbanded. That year, he became the
first Chairman of the newly formed Fire Brigades Boalel remained in this position until 1910

when he became the first President of the Board of Fire Commissioners of New Soutf%ales

Figure49 Charles Bown (centre), 1887 (Environment NSW)
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